
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fraser Island Pandanus Rescue 
Joel Fostin has launched Fraser Island’s first ever crowd-sourcing campaign. Can you help?  

Fraser Island (K’Gari) has suffered catastrophic losses. Up to 50% of the east coast’s Pandanus have 
perished (approximately 50,000 plants).  A further 20% are likely perish without intervention within the 
next two months. Preserving the remaining Pandanus is crucial for successful natural regeneration, and 
vital for the many species of wildlife that rely on them for food and habitat.  The Pandanus on Fraser Island 
(K'Gari) need help right now.    

Sustaining the natural integrity of Fraser Island together February 2017 
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Welcome to the first edition of the FINIA 
newsletter for 2017, keeping FINIA members 
up to date with Fraser Island news and current 
FINIA projects.   

Our next FINIA Meeting is an exciting one as it 
will be held on Fraser Island between 2 and 3 
March 2017.  For more information, please 
check out page 10.  Please email any agenda 
items to contactFINIA@gmail.com  

Thanks to our contributors and look forward to 
seeing you on Fraser (K’gari) next month! 

 

Indian Headland has suffered extreme dieback (greater than 95%). Many other localised areas have had similar losses.  Photo: Joel Fostin 

mailto:contactFINIA@gmail.com


2 

 

 
Inkind support from all organisations involved in managing Fraser 
Island and surrounding coastal areas has been negotiated, with 
plans in place for indigenous volunteers to save the smaller 
plants. Currently there is no funding available for the professional 
arborists needed to perform this urgent hands-on, life-saving 
work.  But you could be part of the team that funds immediate 
action to save these beautiful iconic trees. 
  
The deaths have been caused by an accidentally introduced 'pest' 
insect, the 'Pandanus Leafhopper' (Jamella australiae). A tiny 
1mm-long native wasp, proven successful against Pandanus 
Leafhopper in other parts of eastern Australia, was released and 
has reduced leafhopper numbers to 'safe levels'.  However, many 
plants have declined and are likely to perish due to the extremely 
high leafhopper infestations that were present prior to the 
wasps’ establishment.  
  
The Solution 
 
Joel’s aiming to raise $80,000 to kickstart an Urgent Action team 
to save the surviving yet critically affected and rapidly dying 
Pandanus. With funders’ help, many thousands of critically 
affected Pandanus can be saved and you can be a part of the 
journey. Strong collaboration is in place between the Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPSR), traditional custodians (Butchulla prescribed body corporate), community 
and environment groups, and supporting Fraser Island tourism businesses. 
 
Initial funds will be used immediately and directly to hire contract arborists and provide health and safety 
equipment for indigenous and other volunteers to perform the necessary leaf-stripping work. A film will be 
produced to document the fascinating ecosystem interactions and life-saving work, and to share with 
funders in beautiful detail the majestic natural wonders and wildlife interactions enjoyed by tourists, locals 
and Fraser Island’s traditional and neocustodians. For education and management purposes, a Pandanus 
dieback management guide-style film will be produced specifically for coastal ecosystem managers. It will 
be made utilising the latest film production, research and insect management techniques, and be 
accompanied by a Pandanus dieback management guide booklet specifically for coastal ecosystem 
managers. 
 
For more information about the project or to donate, please check out Joel’s GoFundMe page at 
https://www.gofundme.com/fraserrescue. Thank you to all FINIA members that have already donated! 

Article contributed by Joel Fostin 

The First K’gari BioBlitz 
From 28 November to 4 December 2016, a multidisciplinary team of experienced scientists and enthusiastic 
amateurs based at the University of the Sunshine Coast’s (USC) Dilli Village Research and Education Centre 
carried out the first of what are hoped to be regular BioBlitzes to better document the wide range of both 
plant and animal species on Fraser Island (K'gari).   

The BioBlitzes are a kind of ‘natural stocktake’ to develop an inventory of every living thing on K’gari.  They 
are extremely important on K’gari, because biological values are one of the three natural values for which 
the island has been inscribed on the World Heritage list.  Criteria (vii) recognises K’gari’s outstanding 
aesthetic values.  Criteria (viii) recognises the ongoing geological processes which are currently being 
studied over three years by a team from the University of Queensland.  Criteria (ix) recognises that the 
island ‘represents an outstanding example of significant ongoing biological processes. These processes, 
acting on a sand medium, include biological adaptation (such as unusual rainforest succession), and 
biological evolution (such as the development of rare and biogeographically significant species of plants 

Current known extent of the Pandanus leafhopper 
on K'Gari. More leafhopper outbreaks will occur 
on the far northern and western shores of K’gari 
in the future. Awareness, monitoring and quick 
wasp releases will prevent large-scale dieback. 

https://www.gofundme.com/fraserrescue
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and animals).   Vegetation associations and succession represented on Fraser Island display an unusual level 
of complexity, with major changes in floristic and structural composition occurring over very short 
distances.’  It is this criteria that the BioBlitz was addressing.    

Establishing baseline data about the biota of K’gari is an extremely challenging task.  It requires lots of 
human resources; more than the Queensland Government can provide.  That is why FIDO hit on the idea of 
engaging citizen science and using volunteers to assist the process.  FIDO collaborated with the University 
of the Sunshine Coast to embark on a Bioblitz to build on the Wildnet list of lifeforms reported for the 
Island.  A start was made by selecting the 50 km2 study area, reaching north and west of Dilli Village.  It 
encompassed samples of all K’Gari’s dune systems and most of its ecosystems. It is expected to take years 
to have a complete Wildnet species list, but significant progress was made with BioBlitz 1 (2016).  
 
There were unanticipated hiccups 
with the first BioBlitz that limited 
where teams could go, the 
methodology and, in the end, the 
number of more expert scientists 
who could participate.  
Notwithstanding this, more that 40 
people descended on Dilli Village 
and had a wonderfully rich and 
enjoyable week of searching and 
identification in a reduced area to 
see what could be discovered.    

It will take time to fully analyse the 
findings, but the process is well 
under way and further reports will 
follow.  All of the data has been 
added to the Fraser Island 
Repository at the University of the 
Sunshine Coast.   

One Bioblitzer was a grass specialist.  She was able to visually identify 50 species of grass.  Although there 
were 120 species of grass (family Poacae) listed for K’gari, it is expected that in the final analysis the 
number of grass species previously known from K’gari will have been expanded.  The Fungi team is 
reported to have identified 74 species of fungi, which means they will probably add many new species to 
the Fraser Island Wildnet List.  Skeletal remains were also found of two special K’gari critters: a giant 
cockroach and a Cooloola Monster, confirming their presence in the study area.   

This event, along with potential future Bioblitzes and the USC’s growing Fraser Island Repository, will help 
to add to our knowledge of this World Heritage site inscribed for its biological, aesthetic and 
geomorphological values.   

The outstanding naturalist and photographer, Ian Morris, came down from Darwin and has produced a 
fabulous photographic presentation of his observations during the BioBlitz, demonstrating how much can 
be achieved from observations only.  His 18-minute photographic presentation can be viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BCKFeqdioE.  

The blending of such a diverse group of people with such a range of expertise and experience produced an 
outstanding learning environment.  People learned from, and about, the environment and their fellow 
citizen scientists.  Everyone was left wanting an encore as soon as it can be arranged.  Subject to funding 
and proper agreements, plans are already developing for another Bioblitz in late winter that will also be 
based at Dilli Village.  

FIDO thanks the staff of Dilli Village and the caterers, but we are most indebted to the University of the 
Sunshine Coast for its generous strong logistical and moral support which ensured this first Bioblitz on 
Fraser Island (Kgari) was a pleasurable learning experience in citizen science.    

 
Article contributed by John Sinclair, AO, FIDO 

BioBlitzers at the end of a most productive week recording K’gari’s living resources 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BCKFeqdioE
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Mibir (turtle) nesting and hatching on K’gari—An event not to 
be missed 
 
Marine turtle season is coming to an end. The adult 
courting males and nesting females have returned to 
their home areas from hundreds of kilometres abroad, 
and hatchlings are emerging from their underground 
incubation period to embark on their life journey. Only 1 
in 1000 make it to maturity, around 35–50 years old.  
 
North Fraser Island (K’gari) has a small turtle rookery 
with a seasonal night driving curfew, where green turtles 
(Chelonia mydas) and loggerhead turtles (Caretta 
caretta) court and breed, and females deposit their 
precious cargo of eggs into the dunes before leaving the 
young to their fate. These eggs (over 70%) also provide 
seasonal food resources for wildlife, including dingoes.   

 
In December, QPWS rangers responded to a call from 
CTO group leader Mick, whose group came upon a 
nesting loggerhead turtle at Cornwells Camp Zone in a 
beach entrance vehicle track.  Mick and his privileged 
group were observing from a distance the ancient and 
spectacular nesting process of the now endangered 
loggerhead turtle. 
 
Trained rangers removed the 155 ping-pong-sized eggs 
from the campzone track—providing onlookers with 
an educational experience—and relocated the eggs to 
a more suitable area. Loggerhead and green turtles lay 
4–5 clutches per nesting season, producing between  
90 and 170 eggs per clutch every two weeks.  
 

The loggerhead was tagged before she returned to the sea and we hope to record her in 4–5 years when 
she comes up to nest again, returning to the area she was hatched in. 
 
On 10 February at 8:30pm, eight weeks to the day since the eggs were laid, rangers staked-out and 
witnessed the arrival of the clutch into the world. 
Their little heads protruding from the sand, they 
waited for lower temperatures before erupting out 
of the dune, descending to the shore and into the 
surf waters to run the gauntlet of waiting predators.  
 
This year QPWS have recorded unusually high 
numbers of nesting turtles attempting to nest 
further south on the island for reasons that can 
only be speculated. This poses problems for 
vehicle traffic and turtles including the hatchlings 
having to journey to the sea across vehicle tracks. 
Marine turtles are a protected species and an 
animal of significance for the Butchulla people.  

Article contributed by Linda Behrendorff (RIC NRM) 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Great Sandy National Park 

QPWS rangers Linda and Conway measure and tagging the 
loggerhead turtle after nesting. Image taken by Kim Fleischfresser 

 

QPWS ranger Conway relocating eggs. Image taken by Kim 
Fleischfresser 

 

Loggerhead turtle hatchling clutch emergence from the dune. 
Image taken by Barry Taylor 
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The Persistence of Abrus 
 
One of FIDO’s many inspiring volunteers has been Peter Dorney, a nurseryman from Boreen Point.  Pete 
was appalled by the extent and aggressiveness of the rampant Abrus he encountered during a Happy Valley 
working bee in March 2016.  He wondered how persistent the seed might be because this is critical to how 
long the vigilant treatment of Abrus needs to be maintained once no more seeds are set.   
 
This inspired him, with meticulous nurseryman’s methodology, to take some seed home and set up a 
number of trials.  Pete had two aims: 
 
1. To test the seed viability of mature seeds from dehisced pods, and to determine the length of time 

they remain viable and thus whether they exhibit delayed germination. 
2. To test the viability of immature seeds from unopened pods to see whether it is important to 

remove and destroy these pods from the vines. 
 
One trial involved planting out 1,000 mature seeds (collected in March) in an area getting some daily sun 
and some shade and relying on natural rainfall only.  He has since counted and removed germinated seeds 
each month.  At the end of April, 14.9% of these seeds had germinated.  There was little additional 
germination during winter and by the end of September 19.8% had germinated.   
 
Simultaneously, Pete has been conducting other trials such 
as testing germination under more ideal conditions and 
testing the viability of seed from unopened pods and of 
slightly less mature seeds.  He has also planted out some 
seedlings to see how long they take to flower after 
germination.  His reports have been regular and revealing 
of the behaviour of Abrus seeds.  While Pete’s trials are yet 
to run a full year, they indicate that Abrus management at 
Happy Valley might need to continue for years.   
 
Peter Dorney’s enthusiasm prompted Su Dawson to pursue 
her own trial.  When working in Happy Valley  
in 2013, she accidentally carried a few Abrus seeds back 
with her.   She had put them away, but was reminded of 
them by Pete’s trials.  She found two seeds and put them into a small pot of potting mix to see what would 
happen.  In April 2016, one of the seeds germinated.  She decided to leave it to grow to see what might 
happen.  There was little growth of the seedling, which had little ‘soil’ to support it.  It did though get 
supplementary watering.  At the end of November, it grew more rapidly, doubling its size in just a few 
weeks.  In early December, she noticed that the second seed had belatedly germinated in this small pot.  
Like Peter Dorney, she is waiting to see how long the plants take to set flowers.  It seems that Abrus is very 
responsive to warmer weather and longer days.    
 
These citizen science trials are helping to shape FIDO’s strategy to eliminate this very nasty weed from 
K’Gari.  By November 2016, most of the old Abrus known in Happy Valley had been killed, except in the 
more residential area.  Peter Shooter and his various teams will continue to closely monitor and deal with 
any new germinants, to stop them flowering and setting any more seeds. However, his weeding teams can 
now turn their attention to deal with other weeds.  Removing the larger ecology-changing Lantana and 
Easter Cassia will also make it easier to access and monitor some of the areas where Abrus was once thick.   
 

Article contributed by John Sinclair, AO, FIDO 

One year’s seed can be many years’ weed! 
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Queensland Government’s Draft Protected Area Strategy 

 

Queensland’s terrestrial protected areas, including national parks and nature refuges, are world-renowned 
for their diversity, unique flora and fauna, and breathtaking scenery. They are the cornerstone of 
Queensland’s nature conservation programs; protecting our state’s rich biological diversity. This protection 
is increasingly important in the face of a changing climate. 

The Draft Queensland Protected Area Strategy discussion paper has now been released by Minister 
Stephen Miles for public comment via an online survey. The document is available to download here. 

The draft strategy aims to facilitate discussion on the key actions identified by the Department of the 
Environment and Heritage Protection (DEHP) and the Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing 
(NPSR), to achieve a sustainable expansion and effective management of Queensland's protected area 
estate with involvement from both the public and private sectors. 

FINIA members are invited to read the draft Strategy before providing feedback via the online survey.  Your 
comments and ideas will help shape the final Queensland Protected Area Strategy, scheduled for release in 
2017.   
 
Written submissions on draft management plans can be made via the Queensland Government’s Get 
Involved website.  Submissions close on 24 February 2017.   

Monitoring K’gari’s weather 
 

FIDO has just installed a second online weather station on K’gari at Eurong as part of an ongoing FIDO 
program to capture weather data from a broader area to assist in environmental monitoring.  Through 
FIDO’s website, anyone in the world with access to the internet can see the temperature, barometric 
pressure, wind direction and rainfall at both Happy Valley and Eurong in real time and for the previous 14 
days.  FIDO also feeds the data to Weather Underground and the Bureau of Meteorology, where it can also 
be seen.  They also add FIDO’s weather station input to their permanent storage. 
 
FIDO has plans for extending the network of online weather stations on K’gari as a community service as its 
resources allow.  Apart from resources, the critical factor is having access to suitable open sites within 3G 
range so that the data can be transmitted.  This so far precludes installation in most interior parts of the 
island.  Sites such as Central Station and Lake McKenzie (Boorangoora) are currently out of the question, 
but are priority sites once reliable 3G signals are available.   
 

http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/parks/draft-qld-protected-area-strategy.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FHQB9WQ
http://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/
http://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/
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To most Fraser Island visitors, seeing the weather pattern helps 
them understand the likely conditions for fishing and the state 
of the tracks, but not much more.  However, having better and 
readily accessible weather data is useful in fire planning and 
management.  It enables the correlation of road erosion to the 
intensity and volume of rainfall events and the hydrology that 
affects subterranean and surface waterflows to lakes, creeks 
and fens. The weather is also critical to plant growth, which in 
turn is critical to the island’s whole ecology.   
 
FIDO has been able to afford these weather stations because 
Gold Coast volunteer Dr Alex Zangeri has assembled them from 
parts at minimal cost and, with the aid of Keith Sinclair, 
installed them.  FIDO has also collaborated with the Fraser 
Island Retreat at Happy Valley and Eurong Resort, who have 
provided suitable sites and a continuous power supply.  

 
Article contributed by John Sinclair, AO, FIDO 

 

Visiting Chinese World Heritage Sites 
 
China has many more World Heritage sites than does Australia. Most, like the Forbidden City, Great Wall 
and the Terracotta Warriors, are cultural sites. However, it also has a number of outstanding natural World 
Heritage sites. With a population exceeding a billion people, who are rapidly gaining greater affluence and 
the means to travel more widely, there is huge pressure on these World Heritage sites and many lessons 
that K’gari can benefit from in how this tidal wave of visitation is being handled.   

Jiuzhaigou National Park was inscribed on 
scenic and aesthetic majesty in the same 
year as Fraser Island. At 72,000 hectares, 
the Park is just under half the size of 
K’Gari.  

Visitation has grown exponentially since 
1984, when there were only 5000 visitors, 
to 170,000 in 1991 just before World 
Heritage listing, increasing to 1,190,000 in 
2002, and now estimated at 7,000,000 
annually.  This is expected to balloon 
even more when the new railway from 
Chengdu targeted at Jiuzhaigou is 
completed in two years’ time.  There was 
a proposal to enforce a maximum daily 
quota of 12,000 but this obviously hasn’t 
happened as the crowd now averages 
30,000 daily for 8 months of the year. 

There is only one entry station, where our tickets cost $Au40 each for seniors.  Full adult price was 
$Au80.00.  Based on the average daily attendance, that produces an income of $Au2,000,000 per day for 8 
months of the year. In addition, there was the other income generated by the businesses that capitalise on 
the tourist industry drawn to the park.  It was an amazing experience to be part of a crowd of 30,000 
bustling to get access to a National Park and even more interesting to see how this park was able to cater 
for such daily numbers as well as the indigenous communities that still live within the park.    

The management of the large crowds in these natural World Heritage sites was most instructive.  The only 
serious crowd control I saw exerted was by a small, unarmed contingent of Red Army soldiers managing the 
crush at the entry gates to Juizhaigou.  The rest was managed by good, unobtrusive planning.  For example, 

The largest of many waterfalls in Jiuzhaigou World Heritage site — 320 metres 
wide, 23 metres high 

Dr Alex Zangeri standing proudly beside the newly 
installed device, which sends weather data from 
Eurong to three websites  

 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/637
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entry to Wulong Karst was by elevators that released only 12 people at a time at 3-minute intervals.   This 
helped spread the crowds out.  There were shuttle bus services in every park and chair lifts in some and 
these had the effect of flattening potential spikes in crowds and dispersing visitors relatively quickly inside 
the World Heritage sites.  Also, although there were no signs directing pedestrian traffic, almost all of the 
pedestrian traffic followed in the same direction (The Ikea Effect), which helped eliminate the bustling of 
crowds.  Another measure was that all of the pathways were wide and slightly raised.  Most were made of 
wood, grooved to be non-slip and well maintained.  The boardwalks needed to be wide because of the 
extraordinary number of Chinese stopping in optimum positions to pose for selfies.  This slowed the flow of 
traffic but everyone remained on the boardwalks.  Selfies need to be banned in parks.  

The most obvious aspect of a visit to these sites is just how prominently and proudly they are badged with 
the World Heritage logo.  By comparison, it is hard to find a World Heritage logo on Fraser Island unless one 
looks towards the fine print, and the certificate of inscription has been lost.  In each of these Chinese World 
Heritage sites, the logo was not only extremely prominent at the entrance to the sites, but was shown 
throughout the site without being overdone.  This had the effect of encouraging visitors to treat the sites 
more respectfully.  In the cultural sites, the World Heritage Logo was on every street sign as well as on 
safety signs, such as those warning of fire risks.  

Article contributed by John Sinclair, AO, FIDO 
 

Loss of a Local Hero—Vale Susie Pickin 

FINIA is sad to inform our members about the 
recent loss of local hero and naturalist Susie Pickin.  
Many of you will have met Susie and her husband 
Peter.   

For a long time, Susie was the Coordinator at 
Cooloola City Farm and worked with FINIA to 
provide us with a separate grow-out nursery 
suitable for the stringent quarantine rules and 
propagation of plants for the FINIA replacement 
plant program that we initiated on Fraser Island.  
Many of the plants for the Lake McKenzie 
revegetation were also grown at City Farm.   

Susie was a passionate and highly knowledgeable 
seed collector and horticulturalist.  If there was a 
plant that couldn’t be propagated, Susie took it as a personal challenge and Cooloola City Farm thrived with 
often hard to propagate wallum, wetland and coastal species.  Working alongside Gympie Regional Council 
and local community groups, Cooloola City Farm provided native plants to the community on the Free Trees 
for Rates and revegetation projects. Cooloola City Farm was also a place for all with Work for The Dole, 
Community Service, persons with disabilities and volunteers all encouraged to participate in activities.  
Susie and Peter were also regulars on the information circuit, attending events like the Tin Can Bay Seafood 
Festival to offer advice and plants to encourage people to plant local natives.   

A number of years ago, I had the honour of taking Rove McManus (as an Ambassador for Fauna & Flora 
International Australia) and his partner Tasma Walton around the core area of the Great Sandy Biosphere 
with BMRG’s then Biodiversity Coordinator, Rachel Lyons.  Rove and Tasma arrived with a volunteer 
propagation session in full swing, joining Susie and the volunteers for a well-earned coffee break before 
having a tour of the facilities.  It was a highlight of their trip.   

So right now, I can imagine Susie in heaven, tending the gardens and asking St Peter if he would mind her 
putting in a few grevilleas. 

 

Celebrating vegetation at Cooloola City Farm from left to right, Nai Nai 
Bird, Tasma Walton, Susie Pickin and Rove McManus 
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The Glory of the Garden (Rudyard Kipling) 
There's not a pair of legs so thin, there's not a head so thick, 

There's not a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart so sick. 
But it can find some needful job that's crying to be done, 

For the Glory of the Garden glorifieth every one. 
 

Then seek your job with thankfulness and work till further orders, 
If it's only netting strawberries or killing slugs on borders; 

And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden, 
You will find yourself a partner in the Glory of the Garden. 

 
Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees 

That half a proper gardener's work is done upon his knees, 
So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray 

For the Glory of the Garden, that it may not pass away! 
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away! 

Susie’s life will be celebrated at a joyful event to be held at Tin Can Bay Yacht Club on Saturday 25 
February from 1pm. All are welcome.     

Summer Weeds—Please keep your eyes open for these! 
 
Inspections in Fraser Island townships continue every May and November, with great work occurring with 
the volunteer groups and residents.  
 
There are still plants being brought over from the mainland, seen without any known quarantine. Please 
think before bringing plants to the island to reduce the potential for spreading disease and pests. We are 
hoping that we have tackled most of the large broad-leaved peppers in Happy Valley, but if anyone knows 
of any more please let us know. This also applies with the spotting of Easter Cassia and umbrella trees in 
Eurong.  
 
This work could not be achieved without all FINIA associates’ assistance. Thank you.  

 
Sisal hemp (Local Law No. 3)  
Agave sisalana  
• A succulent plant from Mexico, originally cultivated for 

its fibre.  

• Tough rosette of thick sword-shaped, smooth-edged 
leaves to two metres.  

• Flowers green/yellow on a long central stem to over 
5m. 

• Rhizomes sucker from the base and plantlets grow 
from flowering stem.  

• Found in rocky hillslopes, roadsides, beach dunes and 
older gardens.  

• Carefully hand remove and bag when small.  

• Chemical control by applying glyphosate through stem 
injection or cut, scrape and paint. Apply picloram and 
triclopyr (e.g., Access) at 1:60 mix with diesel using 
basal bark method (PER11463).  

• Before using any herbicide, always read the label 
carefully and apply strictly in accordance with 
directions on the label.  

Keep your eyes open for Sisal Hemp this Summer! 
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FINIA On Island Meeting Arrangements 
Thursday and Friday 2–3 March, 2017 
Hosted by the Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

 

Program 
 
Vehicles and transport:  It is helpful for attendees to car pool and share as few vehicles to the island as 
possible.  People attending should notify if they wish to take their own 4WDs when registering.  Anyone 
proposing to take a 4WD should please indicate how many additional passengers can be carried on the 
registration form.  Those without transport need to clearly nominate that they require a lift.  There should 
be enough transport but this will need to be coordinated, so please provide as much notice as possible.  For 
those living on the island or travelling via the Inskip Point ferry, the muster point to join the group is at 
Happy Valley 2.30pm 2 March, with the anticipated end of formalities being at Eurong 1.30pm 3 March.    
NOTE:  If all vehicles are to travel on the same Mary River Heads ferries, advance bookings need to be made 
for both the forward and return journeys:  Barge Op's ticket_hut@kingfisherbay.com  
 
Thursday, 2 March.  NOTE:  Low tide on ocean beach 0.42 metres at 4.44 pm 
12.00 noon  Assemble at Mary River Heads and sort out carpooling.  
12.30pm Catch the ferry from Mary River Heads to Kingfisher. 
 Participants should provide their own lunches to be eaten on the ferry trip. 
1.15pm Depart Kingfisher for Happy Valley via Cornwalls Break. 
2.30pm Arrive Happy Valley for inspection of sites to be nominated by members of the group.  FIDO is 

keen to discuss weed management in Happy Valley where currently four-week-long teams are 
deployed each year. 

4.30pm  Depart Happy Valley on the low tide. 
5.45pm  Arrive Dilli Village and move into the bunk rooms. Alternatively, campsites are available at a 

lower cost.  Bunkrooms or campsites need to be booked by participants in advance and paid 
for with Dilli Village caretaker, Diane (Phone 4127 9130). 

6.00pm  Happy Hour on the East Deck, graciously made available to FINIA by the University of the 
Sunshine Coast for the occasion. 

6.30pm To avoid the complications of using the Dilli Village kitchen for just two meals, FIDO has 
planned on a barbeque with participants to BYO drinks.   

7.30pm FINIA meeting and discussion of the day’s activities. 
 
Friday, 3 March.  NOTE:  High tide on ocean beach 1.73 metres at 11.23 am 
7.00am Breakfast.  Cereal options plus toast with a variety of spreads. 
8.30am  Depart Dilli Village 8.30 am for Eurong. 
9.00am Two-hour inspection of Eurong including the nursery, the FINIA Demonstration Gardens and 

FIDO’s bush regeneration work and Nature Walk.    
11.00am FINIA Meeting and discussion of the inspection.   
12.30pm  Picnic lunch to be provided by FIDO. 
1.30pm Depart Eurong with the option to call in at other places that might be inspected on the way to 

the ferry.  That could include Central Station or Lake McKenzie (Boorangoora) or Lake 
Birrabeen. 

3.00pm  Take the ferry from Wanggoolba Creek, noting that prior bookings are essential. 
3.45pm  Arrive Mary River Heads.   
 
Catering Cost:  $40 per person for three meals and smokos provided by FIDO.  This is additional to the 
accommodation cost paid to the University of the Sunshine Coast. 
 

mailto:ticket_hut@kingfisherbay.com
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Registration Form FINIA March Meeting 2017 
 
Name/s: ……………………………………………………………………………...………………..………… 
 
Organization: ……………………………………………………………………………………….…………. 
 
Email contact:  …………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 
Mobile Phone: ………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Transport:   
Either (a) I have a 4WD that I plan to take onto the island 
 
I am coming from …………………. and can take …….. passengers 
 
Please name any passengers if you have already made some arrangements: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Travelling via Mary River Heads:   Yes    No    
 
Or (b) Looking for transport: 
 
        I live in …………………………….…….  and require transport  
 
        I require transport, but I can find my own way to Mary River Heads.  
 
Catering: Please indicate any food you do not eat for the three meals provided: 
(Note:  Vegetarians will be catered for at the barbeque and other meals) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please nominate any items you would like included in the inspections, noting the itinerary:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Secure undercover parking can be arranged at Mary River Heads by ringing Shane Logan 0409 796 249 and 
dropping off your vehicle at Mary River Heads Real Estate Office. 
 
Please return the above form to: john@fido.org.au or FIDO, 1/32 Weston Street, Coorparoo. Qld, 4151 by 
Friday, 24th February  
 

mailto:john@fido.org.au
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 Dates for the Diary 
 
What:  Weed Management   
Where: Happy Valley, Fraser Island 
When:  14–20 May, 6–12 August and 19–25 November 2017  
For: Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation in and around 

Happy Valley.  A group of 8 will share one of the comfortable holiday houses in Happy Valley.  
The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous seeds, Abrus 
prectorius Var Africanus, which is heavily affecting the vegetation and isn’t found anywhere 
else on Fraser Island. Peter’s groups continue their long-term battle to eradicate Abrus and 
prevent seeds being set for another crop of this virulent weed.   Fitness is needed to carry 
heavy chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain.    

Cost: $200 ($100 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: For more information or to download an application form, please check out FIDO’s website 

www.fido.org.au.  
 
What:  Bush Regeneration and Monitoring  
Where: Eurong, Fraser Island  
When:  18–25 February, 15–22 July and 22–29 October 2017 
For: This program will be led by veteran bush regenerator, Maree Prior.  It will be hosted at 

Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, and will focus on weeding, bush 
regeneration and building the capacity of the Eurong nursery as well as continuing FIDO’s on-
going environmental monitoring programs.  This program also includes the development of a 
Nature Walk within the village area.  John Sinclair will be pleased to show volunteers as much 
of Fraser Island as is possible in the time.     

Cost:  $200 ($100 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: For more information or to download an application form, please check out FIDO’s website 

www.fido.org.au.  
 
What:       Fraser Island FINIA Meeting  
Where:      Dilli Village, Fraser Island 
When:          Thursday 2 to Friday 3 March 2017  
For:         The next Fraser Island face-to-face meeting will be taking place from Thursday 2 to Friday 3 

March 2017 (to avoid clashing with the FIDO Eurong working bee 18–25 February) and will 
replace the February 2017 quarterly FINIA Meeting. It is anticipated that 12–15 members will 
participate, with trips planned to Stonetool Lookout, Happy Valley, Eurong (Nature Walk and 
Nursery) as well as checking out the on-ground work on site.    

Cost: Costs for participants are accommodation plus catering ($40 to cover all meals), with shared 
vehicles.  

More info: To register, please contact John Sinclair, FIDO at thejohnsinclair@gmail.com in the first 
instance.  

 
What:       George Haddock Track, Lake Allom 
Where:      Fraser Island 
When:          14–17 April 2017 (covering the Easter period) 
For:         John Sinclair will lead the annual party to carry out maintenance work on the George 

Haddock Track between Lake Garawongera and Arch Cliffs, with a base camp at Lake Allom.  
It is demanding work in the most pristine and attractive parts of K’Gari.   

Cost:  $200 ($100 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: For more information or to download an application form, please check out FIDO’s website 

www.fido.org.au.  
 
 

 

http://www.fido.org.au/
http://www.fido.org.au/
mailto:thejohnsinclair@gmail.com
http://www.fido.org.au/
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Funding Opportunities 
 
What: Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship  
For: Founded by Dick Smith, each quarter up to $15,000 is made available for Australian 

Geographic Society Project Grants. Funding provided by the Society for Project Sponsorship 
targets all four Project Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment.  The 
society also offers seed grants between $500 and $3000.   

When: Round 1 2017 closes 30 April 2017 
Phone: (02) 9263 9825 
Email:  society@ausgeo.com.au 
Website: http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-

sponsorship  
 
What: Ian Potter Foundation 
For: Sustainability, preservation of biodiversity and landscape-scale conservation are important 

and complex challenges addressed in this program area. Our Environment & Conservation 
program aims to support Australian urban and rural communities to better manage our 
natural resources and preserve biodiversity in the face of challenges such as land 
degradation, limited water resources and climate change.  

When:             Applications by invitation only in 2017.   
Phone:             (03) 9650 3188 – Louise Arkles  
Email:  admin@ianpotter.org.au  
Website:  http://www.ianpotter.org.au/home  
 
What: Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
For: One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide 

community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community. 
When: Round 92 is now open and will close on 28 February 2017. 
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au 
Phone: (07) 3247 4284 
Website:  http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-

benefit-funding-programs  
 
What: Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme 
For:  Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living 

environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are to 
support Australian biodiversity projects that are concerned with one or more of the 
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building 
(training) and research/science.  NWF has funded projects ranging from supporting local 
communities to maintain or restore habitat; to the production of education kits; and the 
publication and dissemination of research information. 

When: May funding round opens 21 March 2017 (get your application in quick!) 
Phone:  (03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer  
Email:  beth@nwf.org.au  
Website:  http://www.nwf.org.au/  
 
What: The Mullum Trust 
For: Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental outcomes.   

Grants are available from $100 to $10,000.  Projects with specific localised environmental 
outcomes are preferred, although projects which are locally based but have far reaching 
impacts are also encouraged. 

When: Ongoing 
Phone: Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658 
Email: rneoh@deloitte.com.au   
Website: http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/ 

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
mailto:admin@ianpotter.org.au
http://www.ianpotter.org.au/home
mailto:cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
mailto:beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
mailto:rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
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What: Cheaperthanhotels Fundraising and Sponsorship Program 
For: Cheaperthanhotels offer a wide range of opportunities for sponsorship and fundraising 

support for community groups, non-profit organizations, schools, universities and sports 
clubs. Each organisation will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and you could gain anything 
from $250 up to $25,000 a year in funding.  

When: Ongoing 
Phone:  (02) 8263 5111 
Website: http://www.cheaperthanhotels.com/sponsorship/   
 
For those of you that like Facebook, you may want to keep an eye on the Australian Grants and Awards 
page, which keeps a watchful eye on additional funding opportunities and promotes them as they become 
available: https://www.facebook.com/ausgrants 
 
 
 

http://www.cheaperthanhotels.com/sponsorship/
https://www.facebook.com/ausgrants

