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Welcome to the fifth edition of the
FINIA newsletter, keeping FINIA
members up to date with the
current FINIA projects. The next
FINIA meeting will be held on
Monday, 4th March starting at
1pm, at the Maryborough Town
Hall ‘Reception Room’. Please
email any discussion items to
Sue.Sargent@fauna-flora.org .

Introducing the new QPWS Community Engagement Ranger
By Ian Webb, Community Engagement Ranger, Fraser Island
First let me recognise the great ground work that
Alana and Lou put into this position. If have not had
the pleasure of meeting all of the FINIA members but
it is already clear that the dedication by Alana and
Lou to forge partnerships, support the FINIA values
and promote and participate in the alternative
endemic plant program has been well received and
appreciated by FINIA members.
I have worked with the Department for 21 years in various Work Units including Asset
Management, Natural Resource Management and General Duties. Born in
Mooloolaba, I attended Mooloolaba Primary School, Nambour High School and
Gatton College. Living all of my 66 years in this area has provided a great insight into
how development and climate has impacted on the natural and cultural resources of
this unique and beautiful area.
I hope to draw on these life experiences as a focus to appropriately fulfil the key
requirements of this position. Unfortunately the term of my role ends on 17th March
and I am uncertain what direction this role will take. My personal wish is that I remain
a part of it. Contact: 41211885. Mob: 0428719524
Ian.Webb@nprsr.qld.gov.au

1

Happy Valley Xmas
The 2012 Xmas get together at Happy Valley was a great opportunity to catch up and
reflect on the year that was 2012. Thanks to Steve for providing the venue and his
staff for their assistance. Thanks also to associate members who assisted on the
day. Invited guests comprised 21 QPWS staff and 31 partnership members,
volunteers and family. It was a great opportunity for all to mingle while enjoying great
food and drinks. Nursery plants and brochures were on offer and readily taken up by
members.

Thanks also to Lou and Fraser Island QPWS staff for making this happen. QPWS is
already looking forward to hosting this function again next year.
FINIA Monitoring Project
By John Sinclair - FIDO
In late November 2012 FIDO installed
several monitoring posts on the island.
Four large photo monitoring posts
have been set up at Lake McKenzie
(Boorangoora) to enable visual
monitoring of the beach and its use as
well as the state of the beach over the
years. The idea for the photo
monitoring was developed by Yoko
Shimizu and Laura Simmons from the
Boorangoora Monitoring site 1 is unobtrusively placed
and can capture a significant section of beach by having
University of the Sunshine Coast and
the base of a distant melaluecas at the centre
agreed to by FINIA and the QPWS
that supplied the posts. U of Q’s Prof
Schulmiester, a geomorphologist and member of the Fraser Island Scientific Advisory
Committee also advised on the project.
By placing a camera on top of the post and focussing on a Boorangoora feature
(such as the base of particular melaluecas) FINIA plans to build up a photographic
record of the beach. The project is described at
https://fido.org.au/monitoring/LMKB%20Photo%20Monitoring%20Project.pdf
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Monitoring roads sediment depositions
By John Sinclair - Fraser Island Defenders Organisation
FIDO initiated another
monitoring project in November
to assess the volume and impact
of sediment movement resulting
from road movement on Fraser
Island. This project that has
been undertaken with support of
the Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service has so far
established 10 monitoring sites.
Two of these are Yidney Lake
that has suffered and been
almost obliterated by the huge
volume of sediment that has
These monitoring sites currently allow only photo
flowed into it, two are measuring
monitoring and measuring the depth of sand accumulated
at the base of the posts.
sediment filling the swale behind
Lake McKenzie (Boorangoora)’s
lunette and there are five along the roads between Central Station and Eurong.
The FIDO expects to install further monitoring data points and to refine the
monitoring techniques over coming years to provide more accurate data that may
assist in management decisions about Fraser Island. A full description of the project
can be found on FIDO’s web site:
http://www.fido.org.au/monitoring/FIDO%20Sediment%20Monitoring%20Sites.pdf
Eurong nursery update
It is pleasing to see the demand for native plants has not diminished. Early
indications are that John and his FIDO crew will be looking for plants after successful
eradication programs this year. Additional Fraser Island communities have indicated
an interest in supporting the native plant exchange program. With Lou’s temporary
departure, QPWS is currently looking at new ways of operating the nursery that will
involve QPWS staff, remote volunteers and local community volunteers. It is QPWS
policy that people wishing to work at the nursery must have the necessary approved
documentation prior to commencement of any work activity.
FINIA members who are interested in
volunteering by working in the Eurong
nursery, can contact the Eurong
Ranger Base on:
4127 9128.

Volunteer orientation at the Eurong nursery
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A new look for Eurong
By John Sinclair - Fraser Island Defenders Organisation
The spirit of cooperation between the FINIA partners was well demonstrated when an
enthusiastic team of indigenous QPWS and heavy machinery assisted FIDO to
relocate the sign shelter at Eurong from beside a walking track no longer used to to a
very prominent site adjacent to the public toilet block at Eurong where it is expected
to have a much greater impact.
Two Programs: In the 2012-13 year
FIDO is doubling its previous efforts
to bring the weed infestations in
Eurong under control and to coopt
the residents and landholders to
maintain the village as an essentially
weed free area instead of being a
major centre of weed infestation.
Already FIDO has carried out three of
the six planned working bees that
are being assisted with funding from
the BMRG the Community Coast and
Marine Project Grants program (led
Smiley has reasons to smile after the Butchulla boys
by John Sinclair) and Caring for
helped FIDO relocate the Eurong sign shelter for
weeds and community notices.
Country program that is also
assisting to build up the capacity of
the Eurong nursery (led by Michael
Lowe). So far since the new programs were launched in September more than 750
volunteer hours have been employed with some amazing impact. Bush regeneration
diaries are on FIDO’s web site at www.fido.org.au Photographic records can be
found of some of the working bees on John Sinclair’s Picasa page including :
https://picasaweb.google.com/106668843048738450637/FraserIslandBushRegenera
tionMonitoringWeekNovember2012
Weeding Projects
The challenge: The weeding at
Eurong has cleared most of the
weeds on the northern side of First
Valley up to the Dingo Fence and has
included work on weeds in the resort
and some private properties with the
support of the landholders. Now
attention is turning to Second Valley
and the “no-man’s-land” between
there and the Resort. Our teams of
bush regenerators (some of whom
have travelled from interstate and
paid for their accommodation agree
that these are the most challenging
parts of Eurong especially bringing
such difficult weeds as Madiera vine
under control.

Another load being taken to the Eurong Waste Transfer
station. The bags are full of Clivia lilies found going
feral at Eurong and another large infestation of sisal has
been identified.
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Brazilian cherries: Of particular concern is the total removal of all Brazillian cherries
from Second Valley because we have already discovered that these are being
spread into the adjacent bush by birds. Truckloads of Brazilian cherries have already
been removed but having discovered umbrella trees popping up in the bush at
Yidney Lake FIDO wants Brazilian cherries added to the 18 out of 193 weed species
on Fraser Island that have been successfully eradicated before the birds spread
them further.
Children’s stories: FIDO’s educational program at Eurong also includes the
development of children’s stories to help make the younger generation more aware
of weeds and their impact. One has demonized Bougainvillia for smothering Tommy
Tuckeroo and another has dealt with how a seemingly innocent plant like Clivia lilies
quickly turned into a weed at Eurong. These and other stories will be included on our
revamped sign shelters and on the FINIA web site that FIDO is helping to facilitate.
Student – Teacher Information Packages
We need a teacher!

We often get asked for information for students or for teachers wanting to incorporate
the World Heritage Area into their classroom activities.
At our FINIA meetings, we’ve discussed the idea of developing up a dedicated
information pack for teachers (and students) starting with primary aged children
Grades K-7. As most students of this age, would not get to participate in a field trip
to the island, the package should be based on a ‘virtual trip’ using web and other
media based opportunities ideally via a pathfinder (a guide for students to locating a
range of suitable resources that may be online and/or offline to achieve a successful
learning outcome) and supported with information sheets and curriculum-based
activity sheets (assessments) that can be hosted on the FINIA website.
Later, we’d like to develop up a couple of activities for older students that could be
incorporated into the high school curriculum and/or be conducted in conjunction with
a field trip to Fraser Island (K’Gari).
So does anyone know of a teacher (or two) that may have some time available to
help or who would like to take a lead on this project?
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Sandy Cape Lighthouse
By Don & Lesley Bradley – Sandy Cape Lighthouse Conservation Association
Background
Sandy Cape Lighthouse Station consists of the old lighthouse precincts with 2 fully
equipped cottages, workshop, office, radio tower (used by police, VMR, Telstra,
DERM/QPWS), generator shed, bunded fuel supply depot, bunded chemical shed,
garage, stables, solar cells, weather station AND in the middle of all of this, a great
big lighthouse which is managed by AMSA (Australian Maritime Safety Authority).
The station is staffed permanently by a roster of volunteer caretakers (Sandy Cape
Lighthouse Conservation Association affiliated with Lower Mary River Land and
Catchment Care Group) of which there are 11 couples currently active. Last year, 9
couples came of which 2 couples did 2 tours of duty.
During the turtle monitoring census, the staffing is on a different system.
Major renovations of lighthouse precincts
Last year saw the completion of very major renovations at the station by QPWS and
QBuild.
These included:• Removal of asbestos fibro roofs from 2 cottages, office & workshop &
replaced with stainless steel painted Heritage green
• New stainless steel gutters
• New roof, rafters & battens on the Stables
• New tank & stand at end of workshop
• Painted Cottage 2 internally
• Security screens on both cottages
• Replaced wall panels on garage
• New inverter
• 60 new batteries
• New generator
Nest Relocation of Loggerhead Turtles
Rooney Point to Ngkala Rocks is used as a nesting area by both Green and
Endangered Loggerhead turtles. Loggerhead nests are relocated into 4 “dingo proof”
hatching pens that are situated back from possible erosion. The project is done in 2
different stages:1. turtle census (2 weeks in December) during the peak laying period of the
season when the 42km stretch of beach is patrolled all night by Rangers
and volunteers in 2 vehicles in the hope of recording every turtle that
comes ashore to nest. This gives Queensland Turtle Research Program
fairly accurate data on the number of turtles that nest for the season.
2. Otherwise nest relocation is usually carried out on low tide during the
day, starting 20th November and completing on 20th February by
Volunteer Caretakers.
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Erosion at the turtle nest protection cage Sandy Cape.
Photo by Don and Lesley Bradley. Sandy Cape
Lighthouse Conservation Association

Erosion caused by recent severe low Oswald at Sandy Cape
lighthouse gate. Photos by Don and Lesley Bradley. Sandy Cape
Lighthouse Conservation Association

Between 60 and 100 nests are relocated each year, which translates to between
6000 and 7000 eggs which dingoes and sea erosion cannot destroy.
This year, the program was thwarted by strong weather systems, beach erosion&
flooded by-pass road creating a locked in situation for a couple of days, and vehicle
breakdowns.
General Maintenance
Volunteer Caretakers carry out general maintenance of the Conservation Park which
includes:• road maintenance and maintaining boarded hills
• lawn and yard maintenance to present an occupied appearance (impress
visitors)
• tool repairs
• house cleaning
• monitoring electrical systems
• minor general repairs
• maintaining the campground, repair and planting of QPWS signs.
Volunteers greatly appreciate assistance and concerns from Park Rangers with
regard to “the big jobs”. There is regular contact between the Sandy Cape
Lighthouse Station and the Park Ranger stations on Fraser Island.
Weeding
Within approximately 1km of the lighthouse & the Sandy Cape Campground, a
number of serious environmental weeds have spread. Weed eradication and
monitoring program is now organised and run by volunteers with data forwarded to
QPWS “Park Info” database. The most heavily infested areas, especially at the
bottoms of valleys and the hillsides beside the lighthouse, have been mapped into 96
(manageable-sized) blocks. These are timetabled so that volunteers can see which
work blocks are due to be weeded during their tour of duty. Easter Cassia and
Climbing Asparagus are weeded on a regular basis. The aim of the program is to
prevent all species from seeding.

7

Shorebird Monitoring
By Dorothy Pashniak
Shorebird monitoring can be both fascinating and frustrating. The fascination
happens during summer when there are thousands of birds to watch, photograph,
and count. By the end of summer I usually have a list of questions that will take a
while for which to find answers – and then the birds are gone on their northern
migration. This is the start of the period of frustration. During winter the shorebird
watcher sees only a few hundred birds where there were thousands during the
summer and these birds are often harder to approach. Next summer it will all start
again. There will again be large flocks of birds to monitor but a whole new set of
questions for which to find answers.
Right now shorebirds are getting ready for their migration to their breeding grounds
in the northern hemisphere. They prepare by putting on stores of fat, and by putting
on their breeding plumage.
By the time they leave here many birds have put on so much weight that they look
as if they are waddling rather than walking. The extra body fat is necessary for the
long non-stop flights that they make. The Bar-tailed Godwits make the longest nonstop flight northwards. When they start from here they do not stop until they reach
the Yellow Sea area of China. This is a distance of approximately 10,000 kms.
They then fly on to Alaska. The Ruddy Turnstones, which are much smaller birds,
make an initial non-stop flight of 7,600 kms to Taiwan. They then fly on to their
breeding grounds in Siberia.
Breeding plumage for shorebirds is much more brightly coloured or more heavily
marked than what they show here during the summer.
On February 7th this year, I recently photographed a male Godwit beginning to
show breeding plumage out at Inskip Point. (See below). The red colour down its
front will get darker and completely cover the front before it leaves. The female
standing behind the male will also get a wash of this same colour down her front.
.but it will not be as dark.
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FINIA – FIDO Caring for Country Weeding Trip Report – By Michael Lowe
Through nothing less than luck, FIDO’s weed replacement team spent a relatively dry week
operating in Eurong township from Feb 03-09 in between two significant wet weather events.
The breif repreive in rainy skies allowed the team to continue the valuable work of removing
weed species from around Eurong township, the resort and Second Valley.
As on previous weeding trips, work proceeded from Easton Street opposite ‘Talinga’ and
‘Weroona’ houses and continued along the dingo fence beyond the Council toilet block and
towards the exit ramp leaving from the back of Eurong. Seeding annual weeds were targeted,
bagged and diposed of from both vegetated areas and lawns. Other species removed were
Mossman River Grass, Crow’s Foot Grass, Panic Grass, Pangola Grass, Portulaca, Siratro,
Corky Passion Vine, Stingking Passion Vine, Wild Passionfruit, Brazillian Nightshade, Prickly
Pear, Khaki Burr, Purple Splash, one chilli bush and a pumpkin vine. Coral Creeper was in the
process of setting seed and removed from between the toilet block and opposite the end of the
tennis courts. Its northward spread beyond the dingo fence was marked at the top of the dune in
November 2012 and has moved by up to 5m of that point since then. There is still a significant
amount of Coral Creeper to be removed from the back of the resort along the dingo fence.
In the Second Valley, greenwaste dump piles were targeted for removal and the last of a number
of fruiting Brazilian Cherries on road reserve were cut and painted. A Rubber Tree growing in
front of the Fire Station was identified by a participant from New South Wales and removed.
Other species removed from around green waste piles were Madeira Vine, Mother-of-millions,
Stagger Weed and Painted Spurge.
The spread of Brazilian Cherries has been noted on previous trips beyond Second Valley and
the opportunity was taken to remove half a dozen seedlings growing between the refuse tip and
the exit ramp from Eurong. Another seedling was noted north of the dingo fence beyond water
tanks and a disused dump site.
The Eurong demonstration gardens planted in November 2011 were attended to with mainly
couch grass removed from the roundabout garden. Some native seed was collected from trees,
shrubs, grasses and vines at Eurong including Coastal Cyprus, Soap Tree and Scrambling Lily
and were taken to the Parks nursery to be propagated for the project.
FIDO’s next weeding trips will be March 10-16, April 21-27 and the final Caring for Country weed
replacement trip from 26 May – 01 June. For more information contact Michael Lowe on

0412 119 719 or email maitree074@hotmail.com

This project is supported by Fraser Island Defenders Organization and
FINIA through funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our
Country.
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Stopping Garden Weeds from Escaping
Col Zemek, Fraser Coast Regional Council
Fraser Coast Council completed its annual November trip, treating weeds in the
streets of Eurong, Second Valley and Happy Valley as well as inspecting properties
throughout the Island. In general, the private land owners appear to be applying
some thought to what plants they grow on their properties but sadly there are still
some landholders bringing the unwanted species to the Island. Council is pleased to
report that they have observed a visible reduction in the weed populations from when
they first began their bi-annual maintenance trips 5 years ago. During their most
recent inspection, they found a small infestation of bitou bush on the southern end of
the island and some annual ragweed on the bottom western side, all pests were
removed/treated, properties that had declared species and that also includes Class
1, 2, & 3 and locally declared pests will receive notices in the mail to control/ remove.
Council also installed the garden sign just inside the waste water area opposite the
display garden.
Council’s next trip will be in May/June, date to be confirmed.

A Colourful Fraser Island
By David Anderson, Fraser Island Association
In numerous attempts to “sell” the idea of Fraser Island native plants to
replace exotics in gardens around Eurong, I have been met with the same
plea from a number of land owners: “Can we get plants with colour?”
There are many natives with colour. However, some may struggle in the
coastal conditions. All is not lost because there is one native that produces
sprays of flowers that grow in protected areas near the coast. I know this
because the Fraser Island Creeper (Tecomanthe hillii) is thriving in my front
yard. I just hope its host tree can survive its mass. It is an unusual plant in that
the flower sprays grow from the woody vine itself, not in amongst the leaves in
the soft vine tendrils. The flower sprays erupt around August from tiny
maroon-coloured buds.

They then burst into clusters of pale pink bells

They push out bell-shaped flowers, closed at first
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As the flowers mature the bells open and display their
white throats

For the best part of a month the flowers produce
an almost obscene display of pink and white
blooms

When the vine finishes it flowering, it produces brown bean shaped seed pods
which eventually spring open and release dozens of winged seeds.
I’m no botanist, but I know all this because I have watched this spectacular
native climber only a few metres from our front deck. So if these Fraser Island
Creepers can be propagated in the QPWS nursery, they would make a
welcome splash of Spring colour in any Fraser Island garden. It does require
a sturdy tree or structure to climb for it is a heavy vine.
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Funding Opportunities
Funding Opportunities Coming Up…
What:
Gambling Community Benefit Fund
For:
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit
organisations to help provide community services or activities that
benefit the Queensland community.
When:
Closing date for next for next round 28 February 2013
Email:
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
Phone:
(07) 3247 4284
Website:
http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/CBFU/index.shtml
What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:
What:
For:
When:
Phone:
Website:

Jupiters Casino Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $150,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit
organisations to help them provide community services or activities that
benefit communities.
Closing date for next for next round 28 February 2013
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/JCCBF/index.shtml
Community Landcare Grant (note: has to link to Sustainable
Agriculture outcome)
$5K-$50K to support local sustainable agriculture/community
engagement projects
Closing date is 20 March 2013
1800 552 008.
www.nrm.gov.au

What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:

Australian Geographic Society
Seed Grants (up to $3000) and Project sponsorships $5-$15K
Round 2- April-June 2013, closing date is 31 March 2013
society@ausgeo.com.au
(02) 9263 9825
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/AG-Societysponsorship-applications.htm

What:
For:

When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:

Ian Potter Foundation (Environment & Conservation)
Our Environment & Conservation program area aims to support
Australian urban and regional communities to live sustainably, and to
preserve biodiversity, in the face of challenges such as land
degradation, limited water resources and climate change. Small grants
(up to $20K) and large grants $100K and over.
Open soon, closing date 28 May 2013
admin@ianpotter.org.au
03 9650 3188
http://www.ianpotter.org.au/funding-objectives-ec

What:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:

Everyone’s Environment grants
Next round is expected to open in mid-2013.
everyonesenvironmentgrants@ehp.qld.gov.au
(07) 3330 6360
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/funding/everyones-environment/index.html
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