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Welcome to the third edition of the FINIA
newsletter for 2016, keeping FINIA members
up to date with current FINIA initiatives.
Winter is always a great time of the year on
the island, with the temperatures a little
lower for on-ground works and the rangers
hard at work with controlled burns as they
prepare for the summer.
Your next FINIA meeting will be held on
Tuesday 9 August 2016 in the Reception
Room, Maryborough Town Hall, from 10am
to 2pm (a light lunch will be provided).
Please email any agenda
contactFINIA@gmail.com.

items

to

Working with the Mob

Participants of the Working with the Mob training program held in June

Over two days in June, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) staff and representatives of the
Butchulla Traditional Owners, came together on K’gari to participate in the training program Working with
the Mob.
The QPWS Partnerships Team developed the Working with the Mob training program to support its
commitment to enhancing cultural competency within the agency. The time together was a great
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opportunity for QPWS employees to engage with the Butchulla people through an appreciation of history,
tradition, culture and respect.
The training offered opportunities to break into informal groups led by Butchulla representatives. These
sessions provided an excellent opportunity to learn more about the local Traditional Owners’ protocols,
beliefs and values. Other training sessions included topics such as native title, indigenous cultural heritage
and developing good working relationships.

Butchulla Elders Glen Miller and Malcolm Burns sharing aspects of their culture with QPWS staff

Ross Belcher, Principal Ranger, Fraser Coast Area, QPWS shared some of his reflections after the training
program:
“It was a pleasure to take part in this initiative on K’gari, which has made a major contribution to
maintaining and building on the relationship between the Butchulla Traditional Owners and QPWS. My
impression is that the Butchulla people have a strong desire to engage with the current land managers
(QPWS staff) to pass on traditional values, stories and aspirations and to build a strong and respectful
working relationship. The QPWS staff demonstrate a strong desire to understand the Butchulla story and to
positively engage with and contribute to our cooperative relationship. We certainly have people with feet
in both camps, Butchulla and other indigenous people employed by QPWS are making an outstanding
contribution to K’gari, hopefully we can build the numbers up in good time. Good progress has been made
in our collaboration in the management of K’gari, and I hope that in future the Butchulla people will be
taking the lead in developing and coordinating more opportunities for sharing of stories and aspirations,
and we will be working as one mob protecting the natural and cultural values of K’gari and surrounding
Butchulla land and sea. Looking forward to the next meeting ”
Contributed by Moyra McRae
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Maryborough

Fraser Island (K’Gari) to be BioBlitzed by Scientists
Led by FIDO, a huge Fraser Island (K’Gari) BioBlitz from 28 November to 4 December will bring together
experts from many areas of biology to carry out a stocktake of the natural resources of the World Heritage
island.
Based at the Dilli Village Fraser Island Research and Learning Centre, the BioBlitz is being well supported by
the University of the Sunshine Coast, the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and FINIA.
The study area extends from the ocean beach to Lake Birrabeen, covering all six dune systems and
encompassing most ecosystem types from heathlands, tall forests, swamps, fens and perched dune lakes
except for the estuarine environments. It is hoped to achieve more by maintaining a tight and intense
focus on this particular study area rather than an island wide hunt.
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The study area is very accessible with a number of tracks through it that will allow scientists to easily access
representative places of interest.
The aim of the BioBlitz is to establish critical baseline data to assist in managing this globally significant area
into the future. This is a problem, because Fraser Island hitherto hasn’t been as well studied biologically as
it deserves. For example, there are probably more aquatic plants to be discovered and it won’t be
surprising if Fraser Island’s plant list breaks through 1000 species with much more rigorous scrutiny. It is
also expected that the BioBlitz will discover some species never previously recorded from K’Gari especially
amongst the invertebrates and fungi that deserve more study.
FIDO is seeking people with expertise in
identifying any critters that swim,
slither, walk, crawl, hop or fly in the
study area as well as all the sorts of
plants and fungi, great and small, that
support these very special ecosystems.
Experts from as far afield as Sydney and
Darwin are already lining up and FIDO is
hopeful that about 100 biologists will
contribute to the BioBlitz. People
looking to assist in this very special sort
of stocktake don’t need a PhD, but they
do need expertise in identifying species
in their area of biological interest.
People with special interests in
arachnology, ornithology, herpetology,
general zoology, botany, mycology and
other areas of biology are being sought.
So far the greatest interest has come
from entomologists and zoologists but
applications are expected by bird
watchers and botanists as well as from
societies with some brilliant naturalists.
This is despite the BioBlitz not being
able to financially assist participants
who will have to provide their own
4WD transport. The attraction for the
participants will be a meeting of minds
and the opportunity to exchange
BioBlitz Study Area
observations and information – a key
bonus for the BioBlitz. It is is a unique opportunity to meet and work together with experts from an array of
disciplines in a very attractive field setting.
UNESCO recognizes the Fraser Island World Heritage Area for representing “an outstanding example of
significant ongoing biological processes. These processes, acting on a sand medium, include biological
adaptation (such as unusual rainforest succession), and biological evolution (such as the development of
rare and biogeographically significant species of plants and animals)”
The BioBlitz is expected to add to Fraser Island’s World Heritage values as the Queensland Government is
preparing to re-nominate it along with Cooloola to have those values recognized. However FIDO is already
considering other BiobBlitzes because it is necessary to regularly return to the same sites to see that
everything previously recorded is still there.
Details of the BioBlitz and application forms can be found at www.fido.org.au or on FINIA’s website at:
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A BioBlitz Bonus
The BioBlitz attracted interest from an unexpected quarter. The Fraser Coast RATs (Regional Artists and
Tutors) are are keen to cover the BioBlitz as a community-based arts projects, A representative of the
group describes their plans: “Members of this award winning contemporary artists group have multi
discipline art practices and a common goal to engage the public with regionally based arts projects. We
work closely with Fraser Coast community organisations on projects as diverse as ‘Art in empty shopfronts’
to community Street Art commissioned by Fraser Coast Council.”
“The BioBlitz project as a perfect opportunity to engage the public with the FIDO project by creating a
series of contemporary artworks and videos inspired by sketches and drawings produced during the BioBlitz
project.”
“The series of works produced would be curated for exhibition, possibly at Fraser Island, Hervey Bay
Regional Gallery or the Sunshine Coast University. The series would then be offered for a touring exhibition
throughout Queensland Regional Art Galleries.”
If the RATS project goes ahead, it will be contributing to another Fraser Island World Heritage value —
aesthetics. Fraser Island (K’Gari) has inspired some of Australia’s leading visual artists (Sydney Nolan)
writers (Patrick White) and composers (Peter Sculthorpe). It is not therefore surprising that that when
Fraser Island was inscribed on the World Heritage list it was because it met Criteria vii, “to contain
superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;” That is
why FIDO lays great emphasis on this value at every opportunity. It is the principal reason for choosing Dr
Martin Buzzacott to be the Keynote speaker at the 7th biennial Fraser Island conference scheduled for 17
August next year, to mark 25 years since Fraser Island’s World Heritage listing.
John Sinclair (AO), FIDO

Fraser Island WHA Indgenous
Advisory Committee finalists
in National Landcare Awards!
The Recognising & Recording K’Gari’s (Fraser
Island) Cultural Heritage project was initiated by
the Fraser Island World Heritage Area Indigenous
Advisory Committee in 2012 and was delivered by
the Butchulla people and Aboriginal Rangers of
Fraser Island.
Through strong partnerships, the project provided
Butchulla Youth Forum participants learn about recording cultural
training to the Butchulla community, leading to
heritage on K’Gari
additional cultural heritage sites being located
including the highly significant Bogimbah Mission grave sites on this World Heritage listed property. The
project has established closer ties between the Aboriginal Ranger team and Butchulla elders and broader
engagement and stewardship by the Butchulla community with forums, field trips and newsletters.
Judging is currently underway with the announcements to be made at the Naitonal Landcare Conference
and Gala Awards being held in Melbourne in September. You can also vote for the Indigenous Advisory
Committee in the People’s Choice Awards, http://www.nationallandcareconference.org.au/project/fraserisland-world-heritage-area-indigenous-advisory-committee/
Note: Although you are able to vote in every category, you don’t have to,
so just look for the group in the Indigenous Land Corporation Indigenous Landcare Category.
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Eurong Nursery Gives Bush Regeneration a Leg Up
FIDO’s July bush regeneration working bee
planted more than 100 new native plants in the
Eurong Resort grounds and village. While more
than 20 of these plants came from the Kingfisher
nursery on the western side of the island, the
project wouldn’t have been possible without the
rejuvenation of the QPWS eastern Eurong
nursery. The availability of a functioning nursery
to meet the demands of residents and bush
regenerators has challenged FINIA since its
founding in 2005.
Although FIDO has worked on weed management
in Eurong since 2005, the bush regeneration work
John Sinclair and Suzanne Wilson inspecting the Nursery with FIDO
volunteers in February
has been hampered by the lack of suitable plant
stock to fill the void when weeds are removed.
Because much effort has been directed towards enhancing the natural integrity of the Eurong Resort and
environs, FIDO obtained generous access to Eurong’s sister Kingfisher Resort nursery on the eastern side of
the island. This has helped, but it didn’t fully solve the problem. The nursery stock at Kingfisher is targeted
at the landscape needs of heath and wetland plants for the western coast found at the resort and isn’t
suited to the more exposed areas of Eurong where the stronger winds and salt spray take a toll on plants
not suited to a seacoast environment. FIDO and most residents have been seeking nursery stock better
suited to the difficult exposed conditions of the eastern side of the island.
A break through came during a chance meeting with Suzanne Wilson during the State Landcare/Coastcare
conference on the Sunshine Coast last September. Over 8 years, Suzanne built up her expertise as a
volunteer on forays around Coolum collecting seeds and other propagation material for the outstanding
Coolum Coastcare nursery every Monday morning. She is familiar with the propagation of the plants
needed for the east coast dunes. Since September, Suzanne has joined every FIDO Eurong working bee
where she is helping to build up the variety and volume of plant stock in the QPWS nursery. Ultimately, it is
envisaged that new stock will be used by island residents for their gardens as well as by FIDO to replace the
large volume of weeds being removed.
Suzanne joined FIDO’s bush regeneration program
at the same time as a closer collaboration
between QPWS and FIDO was evolving. FIDO was
delegated more responsibility at the nursery for
producing plants in domestic demand. Increasing
nursery capacity soon ran into a shortage of key
nursery resources including larger pots to grow up
more advanced plants. This was solved when the
resourceful Suzanne contacted Australia Zoo who
offered FIDO thousands of larger pots from their
now disused nursery. FIDO supplied the potting
mix and perlite to help fill those pots.
Suzanne (centre) with Penny and Meaghan propagating plants for the
nursery

The collaborations were further enhanced in late
June when a team from the Green Army joined the
effort. These strapping young men enthusiastically cleaned up the nursery and repaired the torn shade
cloth as well as planting up hundreds of pandanus that will be used by both residents and QPWS.
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Suzanne reports that during the July week she “sowed 19 trays and 70 pots of seed, and several cuttings
including 32 different species including seed collected by Michael Lowe and some from the Andersons.
Fingers crossed that there is some success from this old seed. We also potted on seedlings from October
and February to 140mm pots.”
It has taken time to increase the capacity of the Eurong Nursery. Now the nursery has grown so that there
is now a shortage of bench space. There is now increased demand for the range of species needed for
residences and townships along the East Coast as well as the QPWS. Fortunately the nursery is now in a
much better position to meet this growing demand.
John Sinclair (AO), FIDO

Our Fraser Island Fauna Survey
Since departing Fraser Island 16 years ago, it was great to get back there earlier this year to renew
acquaintanceships with old friends and make some new ones. I was over to assist a good friend and retired
herpetologist, Harald Ehmann, to look for the endangered Fraser Island endemic, the Fraser Island Sand
Skink Coggeria naufragus. I was on the island from the 8-13 February this year and Harald three days
longer.
During this time, and thanks to the willing cooperation of the local QPWS rangers and management, we had
a very productive stay based out of the Central Station barracks, where I first started my QPWS career over
22 years ago. During my recent stay we were greatly assisted by the voulnteers, local rangers and QPWS
staff from our Maryborough and Rainbow Beach offices. To them, Harald and I owe our great appreciation
for what proved to be a very productive and enjoyable island sojourn. Thanks, everyone, we couldn’t have
done it without you.
As stated above we were hoping to capture specimens of
the Fraser Island Sand Skink and to these ends
established several pit-fall sites around Central Station,
Lake Mackenzie and along Dillinghams Road. The sites
chosen were in areas where I’d had success in trapping
this lizard when I worked on the island all those years
ago. But, alas, the skink wasn’t cooperating on this
occasion and it wasn’t until Harald’s last day that he
eventually managed to catch and photograph this
enigmatic reptile; a single lizard from the start of the
walk from Central Station to Basin Lake. The lizard was
released unharmed at the site of capture and Harald and
his partner Helen were able to catch the barge for home
with a sense of achievement on that afternoon.
From a personal viewpoint it was good to see a lot of the
critters peculiar to Great Sandy that I’d not seen for many
years. These included such reptilian oddities as Cooloola
Hilliers’ Katydid (Photo: Robert Ashdown)
Blind Snake Anilios silvia (Australia’s smallest native
snake), the legless burrowing Cooloola Snake-skink Ophioscincus cooloolensis and the tiny iridescent Elf
Skink Eroticoscincus graciloides. In all, we recorded thirteen reptile species during our stay that comprised
eight species of lizard and five snakes. We also did some incidental recording of birds and mammals,
although nothing of particular interest presented itself from these groups. Still I never tire of seeing Noisy
Pittas!
Whilst the vertebrate fauna of Fraser Island is fairly well documented, the invertebrate fauna is little known
and on this trip we spent quite a bit of time getting to know these “spineless wonders” of the animal world.
Our pit-fall lines turned up some of the island’s specialities in this respect including the bizarre Cooloola
Monster Cooloola propator; one of the world’s largest earwigs the Colossus Earwig Titanolabis colossea and
good numbers of Toowoomba Funnelweb Spiders Hadronyche infensa.
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In the last few years, I’ve become very interested in the Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies) and this trip
provided a bonanza of new species for my personal list; including the giant Coastal Petaltail Petalura litoria
from the wet heathland transected by Fig Tree Creek. Lounging the afternoon away with good companions
on the verandah of the Central Station barracks provided our best finds of the trip in the crepuscular arrival
of two insects. The first was the rarely encountered Coastal Evening Darner Telephlebia tryoni, a dragonfly
that prefers the shadows of evening to the bright sunshine of day beloved by most of its brethren. The
second visitor proved a very significant find indeed. It was a katydid that I’d never seen before and this is
not to be wondered at for this turned out to be only the third record ever of this insect according to the
katydid guru Dr. David Rentz.
I sent David pictures of the katydid that he identified as Hiller’s Katydid Diastella hilleri of which only two
previous specimens were known to science; one from Blackdown Tableland and the second from Mt.
Glorious. This was a very important find and put the icing on the cake to a great week. Space doesn’t allow
me to the luxury of more details but I’m certainly looking forward to getting back to Fraser Island again one
day soon. It’s a great place to be.
Contributed by Rod Hobson
Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service, Toowoomba

Fraser Island Officially the Best!
Fraser Island has recently been names Australia’s best camping spot in the Out and About with Kids Best of
Family Travel Awards 2016. The Awards received nominations from well-travelled families for the best
local and international family resorts, holiday parks, family attractions, ski resorts, overall destinations,
cruises and road trips.
The world’s largest sand island was up against finalists Byron Bay (NSW), Wilson’s Promontory (Vic), the
Murray River (Vic), Greenpatch (NSW) and Flinders Rangers (SA). Elisa Elwin, publisher of Out and About
with Kids congratulated Fraser Island on the win.
“With thousands of nominations for beautiful camping spots around the country, Fraser Island was the
clear winner with our readers,” Ms Elwin said.
Bradley Nardi, marketing manager for Fraser Coast Opportunities, said he was thrilled with the accolade.
“Fraser Island is an icon, with families coming from all over the world to make memories that last a
lifetime,” Mr Nardi said. “We believe there is nowhere better in the world for a camping adventure and it’s
great to hear Australian families love it as much as we do.”
Article taken from the Hervey Bay Observer
28 July 2016

Critical Interface Zone: Firebreak Upgrades
A state-wide ‘I-zone’ initiative for the protection of ‘at risk’ private infrastructure on boundary interfaces
with QPWS tenure provided funding for a review of the current firebreaks on Fraser Island (K’gari). This
provided an opportunity to upgrade the main firebreaks used for protection of critical community
infrastructure, life and property within the urban interfaces around townships, residential areas, resorts,
QPWS bases and high population visitor nodes.
Kingfisher Bay Resort, Dilli Village, Orchid Beach township, Eurong and Dundubara QPWS bases and
residential infrastructure along the eastern beach were included in the upgrade or installation of
appropriate firebreaks that are critical for:
 The protection of life and property from wildfire emanating from QPWS managed reserves and
neighbouring lands,
 To enhance functionality and service life along identified priority strategic firebreaks,
 To enhance wildfire response and suppression activities,
 To provide a safer work environment for firefighters,
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Provide other ancillary convenience for reserve neighbours such as QAS or QPS in emergency
situations.
The protection of the environment, conservation values and cultural heritage values from wildfire on
QPWS reserves and neighboring lands.

The consultative process resulted in island residents and businesses welcoming the upgrades and ensuring
known cultural resources were protected during the project. QPWS would like to recognise the support
from the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation in participating in site visits for this project, providing
assessment of any cultural heritage issues, and proposals for further assessment after the work was
completed. This information was presented in a report which is a useful guide for ongoing management.

Traditional Owner and QPWS Ranger Conway Burns outlining the
protection of artefacts found within the project area to a contractor

Protection zones offer critical infrastructure protection from fire (image
taken prior to upgrade)

Contributed by Linda Behrendorff
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
Fraser Island & Cooloola Nth
Dilli Village protection zone upgrade

New Biosecurity Act for Queensland
As of 1 July, a new Biosecurity Act now encompasses the previous Land Protection Act. Focused on riskbased management and on the likelihood and consequences of the risk of spread, this broader Act will
continue the management of invasive plants and animals throughout Queensland.
All Queenslanders, individuals and organisations have a general biosecurity obligation to take reasonable
steps to report and ensure they do not spread a pest, disease or contaminants.
Pest plants and animals will now be classified into two groups of biosecurity matter - prohibited and
restricted matter (categories 2, 3, 4 and/or 5).
Restricted matter includes invasive plants and animals that are currently found in Queensland considered
having significant impact on human health, social amenity, economy and environment. Prohibited matter
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is biosecurity matter not found in Queensland and all are required to prevent from entering Queensland
and for incursions to be reported to Biosecurity immediately.
What do changes to the Act mean for regional areas?
Development of Biosecurity management plans by local government and communities have been
streamlined and no longer require Ministerial approval. Planning processes and term of the plan have been
removed. One or more local government areas and their communities can develop practical and
appropriate solutions to deal with invasive biosecurity matter jointly.
For further information contact Biosecurity on 132523 or visit the website www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au
Facebook.com/biosecurityqld
Contributed by Juliet Musgrave, Fraser Coast Regional Council

Fraser Island May Inspections
Some great progress from most residents and communities, thank you to those who assist; working
together we will be able to achieve more towards protecting this beautiful environment.
Please remember that any plants brought in from outside Fraser Island can easily become weeds and
introduce seeds. They can also unwittingly carry alien ants, worms, microorganisms and other pests
detrimental to the ecology of Fraser Island such as Phytophthora cinnammomi and tramp ants.
In May, two Fraser Coast Regional Council staff assisted QPWS with bitou bush surveys for one day. The
two following days were spent carrying out inspections at Eurong – where it was noted that the areas
behind the toilet block was looking great. The main area treated was in Residential (Second) Valley where
two staff removed 18 Madeira vine, treated mother of millions and live leaf, and removed 10 ground
asparagus fern and 8 Easter cassia. At Orchid Beach, the main areas surveyed was from Eliza to Marloo
Avenue, where staff removed 5 blue morning glory and 12 ground asparagus fern. In Happy Valley, staff
focused on the area from the waste site along the southern ridge to Sailfish removing 3 lantana, 22 broad
leaved pepper (with two mature plants to be treated), 20 ground asparagus fern, 35 Easter cassia, and 2
umbrella trees.
New and increased ranges of invasive plants found in the region include sickle pod (Senna occidentalis) Yerra area and belly ache bush (Jatropha gossipifolia) - Point Vernon and Ferney areas.
Be aware of what you purchase as prohibited, restricted category 3 and Weed of national Significance pest
plants have been found at various markets throughout the region. Recently spotted were Bunny ears
cactus (Opuntia microdasys), Prickly pear (Opuntia spp) and Eye pin cactus (Austrocylindropuntia subulata).
For further Information, please visit: https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animalsants/educational-resources-and-careers/publications/fact-sheets
Contributed by Juliet Musgrave, Fraser Coast Regional Council
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Weed Spotting – Mother of Millions, Easter Cassia & Glory Lily
Mother of millions and live leaf are declared class 2 (restricted)
and local law No. 3 in whole of Fraser Coast Region) and include
Bryophyllum spp. including, B.pinnatum, B.delagoense,
B.fedschenkoi, B. houghtonii and others. The plants are a
succulent from Madagascar with grey green tubular or “v”
shaped leaves that grows 30-180cm tall. New plants grow from
leaves or from seed with tubular bell shaped orange red flowers
in winter. All parts of the plant are poisonous, with the plants
often found in older style gardens along foreshore and riverside
areas, as it was previously used as an ornamental garden plant.
Control can be achieved with registered herbicide or carefully
remove by hand and place in a bag for disposal. Live leaf has a
scalloped edged leaf and pink/green flowers in winter. Gardeners
wanting an alternative should plant river lily Crinum
pedunculatum.

The tubular bell-like flowers of Mother of Millions

Easter cassia, Senna pendula var. glabrata, is native to South
America. The shrubs are easy to spot this time of year with yellow
flowers in autumn and winter and rounded pea-like pods. This
weed is not classified under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock
Route Management) Act 2002; however, it is classified as an
environmental weed by the Fraser Coast Regional Council and
Declared Local Law No. 3 on Fraser Island only.
The plants are found in older style gardens and easily colonise
disturbed areas invading bushland.
Its main distribution on
Fraser Island is at Eurong and Happy Valley, with small patches
found at Indian Head, Orchid Beach, Sandy Cape and Moon Point.
Easter cassia is controlled both chemically and physically.
Methods include stump cutting, foliar spray, basal bark spraying
and hand pulling small plants. There is no known biological
control, but Easter cassia is intolerant of fires. Control by
removing and bagging seed pods, hand removing seedlings and
cut and paint mature plants with a registered herbicide. Great
planting alternatives include the beach aspen Acronychia
imperforata or wallum banksia B.aemula, B.integrifolia.
The glory lily (Gloriosa superba) is also declared under Local Law
No 3 Pest plant Fraser Island only. This plant, a native of Africa
and Asia, is highly toxic to humans, native animals and stock. The
plant is a perennial herb, with orange flowers produced from
October – May, although the climbing stems die off in winter. To
control, hand dig small plants and tubers removing all parts,
collect and destroy seed pods. Chemical control in December
then February with glyphosate water at 20mL/L + metsulfuron
methyl 1.5g/10L with surfactant.
Similar native planting
alternatives-include the scrambling lily and wombat berry.
Other plants on this month’s watch list include:
 Mickey mouse plant Ochna subulata Ochna
 Sisal hemp Agave sisalana
 Shoe buttons Ardisia humilis
 Ruby leaf Alternanthera brasilana

Flowing Easter Cassia

The not-so-glorious Glory Lily

Shoe buttons at Arkarra Lagoons – keep an eye out!
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Brazillian cherry Eugenia

For further information, go to: www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au.

Congratulations!!!!
Congratulations to our newsletter editor, Kellyanne, and her husband
Glen on the birth of their first son, Arland Thomas Martin on 3 July
2016 weighing 3.575Kg.
Kellyanne and little ‘Arli’ are both kicking all the milestone goals and
Kellyanne says she’ll be back for your November newsletter.
That’s dedication for you!

Dates for the Diary
What:
Where:
When:
For:
Cost:
More info:
What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:
More info:
What:
Where:
When:
For:
Cost:
More info:

FINIA Meetings
Maryborough and Fraser Island (TBA)
Tuesday 9 August and Tuesday 8 November 2016
Regular catch up meeting for FINIA partners with a mixture of agenda items raised by
participants and guest speakers.
FREE
contactfinia@gmail.com or call Sue Sargent on (07) 4181 2999.
FIDO Weeding in Happy Valley
Happy Valley, Fraser Island
4-10 September and 6-12 November 2016
Peter Shooter will be leading two trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation in and
around Happy Valley. A group of 8 will share one of the comfortable holiday houses in Happy
Valley. The group will focus on containing a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous
seeds, Abrus prectorius Var Africanus that is heavily impacting on the vegetation but isn’t
found anywhere else on Fraser Island. The group aims to tackle the Abrus to prevent seeds
being set for another crop of this virulent weed.
$200
John Sinclair - john@sinclair.org.au or phone 0418 650 535
FIDO Bush Regeneration at Eurong
Eurong, Fraser Island
22-29 October 2016
Why not join FIDO for their next regeneration week scheduled for volunteers to work on
weeds, nursery and the nature walk?
$200
John Sinclair - john@sinclair.org.au or phone 0418 650 535
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Funding Opportunities
What:
For:

When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:
What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:

What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Website:

Community Sustainability Action grants
Grants of up to $50K for owners of heritage-listed properties and not-for-profit groups
maintaining listed places for projects that conserve original heritage features, restore
heritage parks and gardens, improve access and/or continue the use of a heritage place by
the community.
Applications close 5pm, 19 August 2016
csagrants@ehp.qld.gov.au
(07) 3330 6360
http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/funding/community-sustainability/
Gambling Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide
community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community.
Round closes 31 August 2016
cbf@justice.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/communitybenefit-funding-programs
Norman Wettenhall Foundation – Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living
environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are to
support Australian biodiversity projects that are concerned with one or more of the
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building
(training) and research/science. NWF has funded projects ranging from supporting local
communities to maintain or restore habitat; to the production of education kits; and the
publication and dissemination of research information.
November grant round opens on 27 September 2016.
(03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer
beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship
Founded by Dick Smith, Each quarter up to $15,000 is made available for Australian
Geographic Society Project Grants. Funding provided by the Society for Project Sponsorship
target all four Project Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment. The
society also offers seed grants between $500 and $3000.
Round 2 closes 30 November 2016
(02) 9263 9825
society@ausgeo.com.au
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-forsponsorship
Ian Potter Foundation – Environment & Conservation Grants
Sustainability, preservation of biodiversity and landscape-scale conservation are important
and complex challenges addressed in this program area. Our Environment & Conservation
program aims to support Australian urban and rural communities to better manage our
natural resources and preserve biodiversity in the face of challenges such as land
degradation, limited water resources and climate change. Note: Although the foundation
provides grants up to $100K, they rarely award the full amount of any project,
Expressions of interest open Monday 7 November and close Friday 9 December 2016
(03) 9650 3188 – Louise Arkles
http://www.ianpotter.org.au/
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What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Website:

The Mullum Trust
Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental outcomes.
Grants are available from $100 to $10,000. Projects with specific localised environmental
outcomes are preferred, although projects which are locally based but have far reaching
impacts are also encouraged.
Ongoing
Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658
rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
Cheaperthanhotels Fundraising and Sponsorship Program
Cheaperthanhotels offer a wide range of opportunities for sponsorship and fundraising
support for community groups, non-profit organizations, schools, universities and sports
clubs. Each organisation will be assessed on a case by case basis and you could gain anything
from $250 up to $25,000 a year in funding.
Ongoing
(02) 8263 5111
http://www.cheaperthanhotels.com/sponsorship/

For those of you that like Facebook – you may want to keep an eye on Australian Grants and Awards page
who keep a watchful eye on additional funding opportunities as they become available:
https://www.facebook.com/ausgrants
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