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Welcome to the May 2014 edition of the FINIA
newsletter, keeping FINIA members up to date
with the current FINIA projects.
The next FINIA meeting will be held on
Tuesday 27 May at the Reception Room,
Maryborough Town Hall, starting at 10am and
finishing at 2pm. A light lunch will be
provided.
Please email any agenda
contactFINIA@gmail.com

items

to

Fraser Island Friends of Parks
Four experienced and well-respected organisations have signed-on with QPWS to deliver an expanded
volunteer program in about 50 parks and forests across Queensland until June 2015.
Under new Friends of Parks contracts, more than 20 part-time co-ordinators will be employed to recruit,
train and manage volunteers for an estimated 68,000 hours of exciting new volunteer and voluntourism
projects that assist front-line management of parks.
Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA), the premier conservation volunteering management organisation
in Australia, will deliver priority volunteering and voluntourism services statewide. They will also support
existing volunteering groups and establish new Friends of Parks groups in southeast and northern
Queensland and roll out new campground host programs at Carnarvon Gorge, Wallaman Falls, Broadwater,
Goldsborough Valley and Danbulla State Forest.
Australia Nature Tours is one of Australia’s leading voluntourism operators, with 13 years’ experience in
delivering quality, ECO-certified conservation and research programs based on strong local partnerships.
ANT’s ten new Queensland voluntourism initiatives will include track maintenance and weed control on
Hinchinbrook and Fraser islands and at Carnarvon, Lamington and Eungella national parks. They will also
clean up beaches and monitor seabirds on Great Barrier Reef islands, and conduct revegetation and
interpretation activities in the Daintree.
Wild Mob has an excellent reputation in conservation volunteering running successful hands-on programs
from the Great Barrier Reef to the Tarkine wilderness of Tasmania. They will conduct seabird surveys and
weed control on Great Barrier Reef islands and Proserpine rock-wallaby surveys on Gloucester Island in the
Whitsundays.
ECOllaboration, (Maroochy Waterwatch), is an experienced provider of natural resource management
volunteering services on the Sunshine Coast and have excellent links with government agencies and the
community. Their projects will deliver more than 20,000 volunteer hours in weed removal and
revegetation, staffing visitor information centres, and in maintaining walking trails and multi-use trials.
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They will also provide campground hosting at Fraser Island, Conondale National Park, and Imbil, Jimna,
Amamoor and Brooyar State forests.
Editor’s note: Under these new arrangements which are still being finalised, Fraser Island will be a ‘Friends
of Parks’ beneficiary from CVA, Australia Nature Tours and ECOllaboration, (Maroochy Waterwatch) - some
new members for FINIA perhaps?
Managing the Great Sandy’s links to Fraser Island
Lower Mary River Land & Catchment Care Group (LMRL&CCG) undertakes a number of projects that help
manage threats to Fraser Island via the islands and adjacent mainland of the Great Sandy Strait (Round
Island, Big Woody Island - Middle Bluff Lighthouse
and Jeffrey’s Beach, Little Woody Island, Picnic
Island, Duck Island), Fay Smith Wetlands and Hervey
Bay foreshore. Since the November FINIA meeting,
the team has been very busy.
Using the Everyone’s Environment funds, the team
have been weeding at Fay Smith Wetlands in
Maryborough (assisted by Conservation Volunteers
Australia and Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland – Fraser Coast), removing species
including Cassia, Broad Leaf Pepper, Asparagus
Fern, Silver-Leaf Desmodium. Along the Hervey Bay
foreshore Broad Leaf Pepper and Asparagus Fern
have been removed. On Round Island, the team
Example of Prickly Pear infestation on Picnic Island
have removed Broad Leaf Pepper, Prickly Pear,
Green Panic grass, Periwinkle and Corky Passion Vine. The team also undertook reconnaissance and
experiments on Prickly Pear on Picnic, Little Woody, Duck and Big Woody Islands. Marine debris collection
was also undertaken on islands visited.
Helping LMRLCCG were Fraser Coast Regional Council, Conservation Volunteers Australia – Fraser Coast,
Fraser Coast Regional Council’s Community Environment Program, Wildlife Preservation Society of
Queensland and volunteer groups.
The group also supported a number of awareness activities including turtle information/training with the
Probus Club, World Environment Day, State School visits (including a weed education trip to Round Island
with students from Torquay State School and led by Juliet Musgrave of Fraser Coast Regional Council) and
the “From the River to the Sea Forum” on 8 March (the latter funded by an Everyone’s Environment grant
and supported by the Burnett Mary Regional Group and Safety Shop).
Monitoring was on the agenda with the Queensland Wader Study Group shorebird survey in December and
River Heads turtle monitoring in April.

LHS: Turtle monitoring session at River Heads. From the back Jason, Peter, Charlotte, Anna (scribing), Jeff and Aub
(bending over reading the tag). 98 turtles were monitored in the creek that night with 111 turtles the night before.
RHS: Charlotte (aged 6) measures a turtle carapace.
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Finally, the LMRLCCG group also reconnoitred Big Woody Island North Bluff lighthouse site with Gavin
Patterson and group and now plan to walk the telegraph line from Middle Bluff lighthouse to Jeffrey’s
Beach with QPWS in May.
Don and Lesley Bradley, LMRLCCG.

Some World Heritage Impressions from Abroad
This year so far I have been privileged to have so far visited seventeen World Heritage sites in Sri Lanka (6)
Japan (3) and China (7) as well as Fraser Island. Most were cultural sites but one in each of the countries
was a natural site — Central Highlands in Sri Lanka, Ogasawara Archipelago in Japan and Huangshan
Mountain in China with the latter also recognized for its outstanding cultural values. From this every site I
have visited, I have gained a number of impressions that could have relevance to Fraser Island.
The site which had the most relevance was Japan’s Ogasawara archipelago. This is because they are subtropical islands 1,000 kilometres south of Tokyo. They also have healthy populations of turtles and
humpback whales in common with Fraser Island. They attract about 360,000 visitors annually plus cruise
ships that drop in for day visits with many passengers not leaving the ships.
My first impression was the overwhelming number and density of weeds. The single most difficult (if not
impossible) weed is Casuarina equistifolia. It is not the same sub family as Fraser Island but it has spread
over the mountain tops as well as right down to the sea. There were many other weeds that we share in
common that are mainly garden escapees. Luckily though they have so far avoided some nasty ones we
have and surprisingly lantana isn’t as aggressive there as on Fraser Island. There are a number of programs
to reduce weeds in critical areas. We saw a team of keen naturalists weeding an area where a rare endemic
Melastoma was threatened. We saw a team of interns from Hokkaido whose project was ripping out
tonnes of water vine that had gone feral.
I was impressed with how
well the Japanese promoted
Ogasawara’s OUV. The fact
that they have a logo that
features a snail helps people
realize that Ogasawara has
more endemic species than
the Galapagos and much
more evolution except that
much of this occurs in small,
less spectacular species such
as snails and some flowering
plants. The logo certainly
helps project that and that is an idea that FIDO is following up. I noted that the Chinese had developed a
wonderful logo for Huangshan that also helps wider appreciation of the OUV.
The Ogasawara snails are being impacted by fusarium fungus spread through the soil. Some of the 360
species of snails are endangered due to dirt carried on footwear tyres and equipment. Because of the
public understanding of the value of snails they are more cooperative with a wide variety of quarantine
measures that have applied to all visitors to the islands and even for movement within the islands. Boots
are brushed and sprayed with vinegar or people have to walk over a mat soaked in salt water.
Both Huangshan and the Sri Lankan sites were unique cloud forests based on skeletal soils. Nonetheless
there were many aspects that we could learn. We could learn a vast amount on how to provide appropriate
infrastructure in a park from the Chines who have a superb network of walking tracks throughout these
very rugged and challenging mountains that attraction many millions of visitors annually. Huangshan it
certainly the most heavily visited natural World Heritage area I have visited and unlike America’s Great
Smoky Mountains World Heritage site where most of the ten or more millions of visitors annually visit or
drive through by car, in Huangshan everyone visits and explores it on foot although most seem to ascend
from the base to the hubs at the top by cable cars.
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I have posted albums of photos
of my World Heritage travels
“public on the web”. Just Google
“John Sinclair Picasa” and you
can see the various albums with
most of the photos titled.
However if anyone wishes to
read the diaries of the travels to
Sri Lanka, Japan or China, just
Email: john@sinclair.org.au and I
will make them available.
John Sinclair (Fraser Island
Defenders Organisation)

Huangshan World Heritage site attractions millions of visitors annually. Visitation is
only sustainable because of the infrastructure installed by Chinese managers.

FIDO doing their bit for Fraser Island’s Natural Integrity
FIDO now has three projects running on Fraser Island, with the development of Happy Valley as a project in
its own right. It is a busy program but one that we are managing quite well at the moment. However we
are always seeking more volunteers to become engaged and to feel some ownership of how the island is
being managed. We are also seeking people interested in volunteer leading teams in the future.
The George Haddock Track Project is in partnership with the National Parks Association of Queensland and
has got off to a flying start. In March, a team of 17 volunteers went to work on renovating the Lake Allom
barracks as a base for working on this project on the sixth anniversary of George Haddock’s death. The
barracks had been abandoned because the QPWS, with a base at Dundubara, had no use for them as the
Forestry department had. The team of volunteers cleared the precinct to reduce fire risk and secured the
two out-buildings which are to be used for storage of plant and equipment. A tank has been installed and
the building made firm and secure. There is still work to be done on the building to seal some small leaks
that developed in the roof but the work coincided with the breaking of the drought and problems with the
generator meant that two more days of use of power tools were denied. Work has also been done on
opening up some of the sections of the proposed walking tracks that were formerly roads.
The work is expected to be further advanced in June and October with the building work program
completed in June and October focussed entirely on track work. People interested in joining in the work
should contact me by email for details on up-coming programs. FIDO and NPAQ are particularly
appreciative of the support for this project particularly from the QPWS which has not only provided Friends
of Parks funding, but helped resurrect the septic system in the barracks and provided transport and other
support. We are also appreciative of the support of the Kingfisher group for ferry transport.
Eurong Bush Regeneration and Monitoring: By the time FINIA next meets, FIDO will have just concluded
two more week-long weeding operations one based in Eurong, the other in Happy Valley.
Our monitoring program has been given a boost because we have been given a grant that will enable the
installation of rain gauges at Lake McKenzie (Boorangoora) and Central Station. The new gauges will not
only record the aggregate rainfall but the intensity of downpours because it is the heavier downpours that
are scouring out the roads and responsible for the greatest volume of sediment movement.
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FIDO’s work at Eurong is
also benefitting from a
partnership with the QPWS.
In the past an area of public
land where all sorts of
rubbish was thrown. It has
become a haven for some of
the worst weeds but it is
difficult and dangerous for
volunteers to fight their way
through the many obstacles
to deal with the weeds.
QPWS has come to our aid
with a tractor that will clean
up the site and make it safe
and possible to deal with
any further weed infestation
in this area in future. FIDO
has received tremendous
cooperation from Eurong
Lake Allom Barracks - before 17 volunteers went to work to transform the building its
landholders
that
have
environs and two outbuildings as a base to work from on the George Haddock Track
enabled us to almost
eliminate Brazilian Cherries and Easter Cassia as well as a few other weed pests from private property.
There are still a few landholders who have yet to take up our offer to rid their properties of invasive weed
plants, but the number is continuing to diminish. In the meantime, thanks to the continuing cooperation of
Eurong Resort and the Kingfisher and QPWS nurseries, the landscape around Eurong is steadily becoming
more natural. Experiencing the driest winter, spring and summer on record though has reduced plant
survival.
Happy Valley: Because FIDO views the threat of Abrus so seriously, dealing with this problem in Happy
Valley has become a top priority. We have recruited the recently retired Peter Shooter to lead our
operations in Happy Valley. As well as the trip from 11th to 17th May, Peter is planning another trip from
7th to 13th September and possibly another in November.
In February, FIDO initiated and evaluated the best ways for treating the problem. The evidence suggests
that Abrus seeds have been dispersed by dingoes. This would account for the isolated occurrence up to
500 metres from the main centre of infestation. Therefore our first priority is to find and eliminate all
infestations outside the dingo fence to prevent any more widespread dispersal. We trialled four different
treatments: cut down, cut and paint with glycophosphate, root out (very slow, hard and not successful) and
spraying with glycophosphate. The latter conclusively proved both the most efficient and the most
effective treatment and it is the method employed by FIDO’s May working group.
Because of the prodigious seed dropped in recent years we expect to regularly return to the currently
infested areas and treating new outbreaks for the next few years as well as trying to eliminate this most
poisonous plant from inside Happy Valley. While dealing with Abrus, FIDO volunteers are also on the
lookout and ready to deal with other weeds in Happy Valley. We appreciate the support given to us by the
Happy Valley Resort and Kingfisher.
John Sinclair (Fraser Island Defenders Organisation)
Recognising and Recording K’Gari’s (Fraser Island) Cultural Heritage
Funded through the Australian Government’s Indigenous Heritage Program, Fauna and Flora International
along with South Pacific Strategic Solutions are currently assisting the Fraser Island World Heritage Area
Indigenous Advisory Committee with a 1-year pilot project to train Butchulla community members and
Aboriginal rangers to be able to recognise, record and assess cultural heritage resources on K’Gari (Fraser
Island).
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The project aims to work towards improved management of
cultural heritage sites (in conjunction with the land
managers, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service) and
improved interpretation of cultural heritage sites to enhance
eco-Tourism and Indigenous Tourism opportunities in the
future.
Commencing in April 2013, this exciting project is now
entering the final phase of delivery with eight sites initially
assessed. Five of these: Lake Wabby, Corroboree Beach,
Lake Bowarrady, Bogimbah Mission and Pitt Island were
selected for full assessment (in conjunction with the QPWS
Aboriginal Rangers) – with the site reports and
recommendations to be presented to the project’s Steering
Committee in June.
Bogimbah Mission will be the last of the sites to be fully
assessed, with plans to bring Ground Penetrating Radar onsite (in conjunction with Dr Peter Davies with the University
of the Sunshine Coast) in order to locate the grave sites of
over 70 Butchulla people that perished at the Mission while
it was in operation (between 1897 and 1904).
Scarred tree at Lake Bowarrady being assessed by

Finally, the project team will be assisting with two workshops
Phil Fitzpatrick (SPSS), Wayne Tobane and
Malcolm Burns (Jr), QPWS
on Fraser Island – the first scheduled for Wednesday 28 May
for QPWS staff, and the second in June for the Butchulla
community and invited Youth Ambassadors. The team hope that the project will lead into a second project
that will build on the recommendations of the project to provide protection and interpretative signage at
key cultural heritage sites in the future.
Sue Sargent, Fauna & Flora International Australia
Fraser Island Weeds of the Month!

Crab eye creeper (Abrus precatorius subsp. africanus)
Origin: Tropical Africa
Description: Vigorous twining habit, pinnate leaves with 5-17
leaflets, small pinkish pea shaped flowers, flat rough textured
pods with hard bright red seeds with a black spot on each
Impact: Smothers vegetation
Spread: Seed
Physical control: Hand remove smaller plants and seeds
Chemical control: Cut and paint stump with glyphosate or neat
diesel in spring to summer. Spot spray with Dicamba on
mature growth or glyphosate or Meslfuron methyl, 2, 4-D
amine on young actively growing plants.
Similar native plant Abrus precatorius subsp. precatorius is
found in Northern Territory but has larger and smoother pods.

Coastal morning glory (Ipomea cairica)
Declared Local law Pest Plant on Fraser Island
Origin: Tropical Africa and Asia
Description: Vigorous twining habit, palmate leaves with 5-7
lobes and lavender funnel shaped flowers
Impact: Smothers vegetation
Spread: Seed and stems
Physical control: Manually remove with brush hook or other
tool and dig out crowns.
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Chemical control: Cut and paint stump with glyphosate in spring to summer. Spot spray with Dicamba on
mature growth or 2, 4-D amine on young actively growing plants.

Blue morning glory (Ipomea indica)
Origin: Tropical America and Africa
Description: Vigorous, twining habit, dark green heart-shaped
leaves with blue funnel shaped flowers.
Impact: Smothers vegetation
Spread: Slashers, water and garden refuse
Physical control: Hand remove the roots and mulch heavily
Chemical control: As for coastal morning glory and as per Permit
11463.
Fact sheets available at http://www.daff.qld.gov.au
Juliet Musgrave. Fraser Coast Regional Council
Dates for the Diary
What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:
More info:
What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:
More info:
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Where:
When:
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Cost:
More info:
What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:

FIDO Bush Regeneration Trip
Fraser Island – from Brisbane or Sunshine Coast
24-30 August (Eurong) and 6-12 September (Happy Valley)
Costs include transport, island tours, food and accommodation. Volunteers aim to complete
20 hours of volunteer work during the week focussing on weeding operations and monitoring
the impacts to the natural integrity of Fraser Island by visual and photographic
recording during the course of the week. There’s also ample time to explore parts of the
island! The Eurong trip will be led by John Sinclair and Happy Valley by FIDO‘s Peter Shooter.
Eurong 24-30 August ($200) and Happy Valley 6-12 September (TBA)
www.fido.org.au or http://www.finia.org.au/econtent.php?eid=32
CVA Naturewise Conservation holiday – Fraser Island Conservation
Departing and returning to Maroochydore
23-27 June
4 night’s accommodation on Fraser Island, return transfers from Maroochydore, all meals.
Maximum 7 passengers, Conservation Volunteers guide, conservation activities, scheduled
sightseeing activities on Fraser Island
From $840
www.naturewise.com.au, bookings@naturewise.com.au or phone 1800 032 501
FIDO & NPAQ George Haddock Track
Fraser Island
8-14 June and 5-11 October 2014
We are aiming at a minimum of 20 hours of volunteer work during the week. While any
enthusiastic volunteers will be welcome, those with navigation, map reading and GPS skills to
define the track; people with chainsaw or track building skills will be particularly appreciated.
FREE
John Sinclair - john@sinclair.org.au or phone 0418 650 535
Fraser Island Marine Debris School Education Program
Fraser Island
Wednesday 27 August
School invitational program on the topic of marine debris, its impacts upon the environment
and the methodologies employed to survey marine debris accumulation as part of the
National Marine Debris Database. 80 Marine Studies students from two regional high schools
will be participating in this event, which includes marine debris clean up extending from
Coolooloi Creek to South of Dilli Village at the southern end of Fraser Island.
Not applicable
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More info:

Contact Peter Wrench of OceanWatch Australia - peter@oceanwatch.org.au

Funding Opportunities
What:
The Mullum Trust
For:
Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental outcomes.
Grants are available from $100 to $10,000. Projects with specific localised environmental
outcomes are preferred, although projects which are locally based but have far reaching
impacts are also encouraged.
When:
Ongoing
Phone:
Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658
Email:
rneoh@deloitte.com.au
Website:
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:
What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:
What:
For:

When:

Email:
Website:
What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Gambling Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide
community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community.
Closing date for next for next round 31 May 2014
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/apply/guidelines/index.shtml
Jupiters Casino Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $150,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help them
provide community services or activities that benefit communities.
Closing date for next for next round 31 May 2014
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/apply/guidelines/index.shtml
Landcare Week Grow Grants 2014
Celebrate Landcare Week 2014 by holding an event in the month of September! To
celebrate Landcare Australia and 25 years of working with the Landcare community, 25
grants of up to $1,000 will be awarded to successful recipients to celebrate and support local
Landcare week events that aim to increase the number of volunteers involved in local
Landcare communities across Australia. The Landcare Week Grow Grants Program 2014 is
open to all environmental groups that embrace the Landcare ethos across Australia including
Landcare, Bushcare, Beachcare, Dunecare and Coastcare groups and “Friends of” groups.
Register your group or school on the National Landcare Directory. If you are already
registered, please ensure that your details are up to date. Email your application form to:
grants@landcareaustralia.com.au by 5pm EST on 13th June 2014
grants@landcareaustralia.com.au
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/25years
Norman Wettenhall Foundation – Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living
environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are to
support Australian biodiversity projects that are concerned with one or more of the
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building
(training) and research/science. NWF has funded projects ranging from supporting local
communities to maintain or restore habitat; to the production of education kits; and the
publication and dissemination of research information.
Expressions of interest open, grant round opens 9 June for August round (get in early!)
(03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick , Executive Officer
beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
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What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
What:
For:

When:
Email:
Website:

Everyone's Environment grants program
The Everyone’s Environment grants program is a $12 million community-focused grassroots
program to help eligible individuals and organisations carry out activities that tackle
environmental degradation and conserve Queensland’s cultural heritage.
Round Three will open in mid-2014.
(07) 3330 6360
everyonesenvironmentgrants@ehp.qld.gov.au
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/funding/everyones-environment/
Friends of Parks
$5000 to $25,000 for practical activities such as: recreational services (projects that support
the development and improvement of facilities for adventure and nature activities), visitor
services (projects that support visitor enjoyment of parks such as guided activities, creation
of trail maps, meeting and greeting visitors and assisting with the provision of visitor advice
and wildlife, heritage and conservation management services (projects that support wildlife
monitoring, revegetation, plant propagation, cultural heritage conservation and track
maintenance/monitoring to protect and enhance parks.
Currently unknown, but expected to be mid-2014.
qpws@nprsr.qld.gov.au
http://www.nprsr.qld.gov.au/about/employment/volunteering/friends-parks-small-grantsprog.html

For those of you that like Facebook – you may want to keep an eye on Australian Grants and Awards page
who keep a watchful eye on additional funding opportunities as they become available:
https://www.facebook.com/ausgrants
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