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Congratulations!!! 
Sue Sargent, Fauna & Flora International / Burnett Mary Regional Group 

It was exciting news all round over the last quarter with some huge successes for FINIA member 
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation (FIDO) on our behalf.  Not only were FIDO successful with 
a Caring for our Country Community Action Grant to support their ongoing weed management 
and revegetation activities in the coastal settlements 2012-13, but then picked up another grant to 
support Coastal Community Engagement from the Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG).  These 
funds will be used to support additional weed management working bees as well as allowing 
FIDO to initiate the vegetation monitoring program at Lake McKenzie (in conjunction with the 
University of the Sunshine Coast) in November.     

To complete the hat-trick, FIDO was also successful sponsoring an application on behalf of FINIA 
(again through the BMRG’s Coastal Community Engagement Program) to support several of the 
initiatives that we’ve been discussing at our recent workshops and meetings: 

• The design and hosting of www.FINIA.org.au – a dedicated website for FINIA members and 
our activities.  

• Getting the message out there – the purchase of digital photo frames to be installed on the 
Fraser Island barge (supported by David Hay) to share key messages with visitors to the 
World Heritage Area as well as promoting the work that FINIA members do. 

• Relocation of the Eurong information shelter to a more prominent position. 
• Hosting our meetings until April 2013.  Although the venues for our meetings are generously 

provided by Fraser Coast Regional Council, this will allow members to have the meetings 
catered.   

All these activities need to be completed by April 2013 and will be part of a BMRG Community 
Coastcare Forum also to be held in April / May next year.   

All in all, a great result and special thanks to John Sinclair for his efforts on our behalf in addition 
to the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country program for their support. 

Sustaining the natural integrity of Fraser Island together       September  2012  
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Welcome to the fourth edition of the FINIA 
newsletter, keeping FINIA members up to 
date with the current FINIA projects. The 
next FINIA meeting will be held on Friday 5 
October, starting at 1pm, at the 
Maryborough Town Hall, Reception Room. 
 
Please email any discussion items to: 
Sue.Sargent@fauna-flora.org 
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Mickey mouse plant (Ochna serrulata) 
 

A native to Africa. Invades undisturbed native bushland 
and can become dense stands even in shady areas. 

 
Description: Shrub to 2m with narrow glossy leaves and 
finely serrated wavy margins. 
Flowers have five yellow petals which drop leaving five red 
sepals surrounding green to black pea sized seeds that’s 
spread by birds. 
Hand remove when young as has deep taproot or cut and 
paste.  

Flowering Now!Flowering Now!Flowering Now!Flowering Now!    

Myrtle Rust Alert 

Myrtle rust has been confirmed on the mainland adjacent to 
Fraser Island. 
 
To reduce the risk of myrtle rust being brought onto Fraser 
Island we encourage everyone to review the Biosecurity  
Queensland fact sheet sent out with this 
newsletter or find it at 
www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au . 
 
If you find a suspected infected plant it is 
important that Biosecurity Queensland be 
notified; avoid contact with the plant,  
take photos and location details and  
report it by phoning 13 25 23. 

Weed busting on Fraser Island. 
Col Zemek & Juliet Musgrave, 
Fraser Coast Regional Council 

Have you noticed plants introduced to 
gardens in the townships of Fraser Island 
escaping and spreading throughout the 
island and into the National Park? 

You can help stop this spread by removing 
them wherever you see them and planting 
recommended plants native to Fraser Island. 

Even bringing plants onto the island may 
spread things like Myrtle rust which is now 
prevalent on the mainland. 

Council have declared under Local law 
fourteen plants of which seven are 
specifically for Fraser Island only. These 
plants have been declared to protect the 
environment, agriculture, public health and 
amenity within the Fraser Coast region. If you 
find them on your property please remove 
them. 

The fourteen plants declared in the Fraser 
Coast region by local law are:  

Fraser Island specific 
 Easter cassia 
 Coastal morning glory 
 Glory lily 
 Mother in laws tongue 
 Mickey mouse plant (see left) 
 Sisal hemp 
 Umbrella tree  

Fraser Coast region 
 Bathurst burr 
 Grader grass 
 Mother of millions (live leaf) 
 Noogoora burr 
 Saffron thistle 
 Star burr 
 Thorn apples 

Each of these declared plants will be featured in the coming newsletters. For further information 
visit Council website www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au 

Council land protection officers intend to be on the Island in late November. 

Happy weeding!  
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Pictured is part of Maree Clancy’s presentation on 
weeds. 

Getting The Message Out There! 
Sue Sargent, FFI / BMRG 

It’s not always easy getting your point 
across and one of the problems faced by 
land managers and FINIA members alike is 
how to educate our Fraser Island visitors. 

During the February meeting of FINIA, 
Alison Shapcott from the University of the 
Sunshine Coast offered the assistance of 
her ‘Protected Area Management’ students.  
The students were undertaking an 
assignment on interpretation and FINIA was 
able to provide them with a real life problem 
to solve. 

The students were asked to provide a digital 
poster or maximum of 5-6 slides (in a photo 
format) that could be used to convey one of three key messages suggested by the FINIA 
members – namely dingo interactions, introduced weeds and pests and tread lightly for 
shorebirds.  FINIA members provided resource materials and the students then brought their 
ideas and innovation to the topics.   

In total, nine assignments were submitted with FINIA’s communications working group selecting 
five for further development and a trial on the Fraser Venture later this year (thanks to David Hay 
at Kingfisher Bay Resort).  The posters or presentations will displayed on-board via a large 20” 
digital photo frame. 

Thanks to everyone at USC for their support. 

 

Fraser Island Conference — A Natural Laboratory 
John Sinclair, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

FIDO is planning its fifth biennial conference to be held in at the Mt Cootha Botanic Gardens 
Auditorium in Brisbane on Thursday 28th August 2013.  The conference theme will be “A 
Natural Laboratory”. 

FIDO is calling for abstracts for papers to be presented at the conference.  The four previous 
Fraser Island conferences have covered a wide range of issues from rail lines, fens, fire and off-
shore submarine features to impacts of climate change, dingoes and a variety of botanic topics.  
The conferences allow researchers in a range of disciplines to present their findings as they relate 
to Fraser Island and its management.  Fraser Island conferences allow information about this 
natural wonder of the world to be placed in the public domain and is held in Brisbane making it 
more convenient for media and researchers. 

“Fraser Island” in the conference title serves only to identify the central area of interest that in 
reality covers the whole of the Great Sandy Region.  FIDO is particularly keen to have more focus 
on the marine environment and fauna, with the aim of gaining more data on the marine 
components Hervey Bay and Great Sandy 
Strait; no papers have so far been 
presented on the birds, mammals or 
reptiles of the Great Sandy Marine Park. 

Fraser Island was inscribed on the World 
Heritage list for its ‘superlative natural 
phenomena and areas of exceptional 
natural beauty and aesthetic importance’.  
FIDO hopes this will also be addressed 
during the conference. 

Details of the conference can be found at 
www.fido.org.au and hopefully soon on 
FINIA’s web site. 

Dr Douglas A Castledine presenting a paper at the 2011 
“FIDO at Forty” conference. 
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Fraser Island Community Weed Replacement Program takes shape 
Michael Lowe, Environmental Services / Cooloola Coastcare Association Incorporated  

Work has now begun to replace a host of exotic 
plant species at Eurong with locally sourced and 
grown indigenous native species from the 
Island. The project funded by the Australian 
Government Caring for our Country, will be 
managed by the Fraser Island Defender’s 
Organisation on behalf of FINIA. 

To date, materials have been purchased for the 
FINIA nursery located at Eurong Ranger station 
to enable 2,000 plants to be raised for the 
project. Of these, 1,000 plants will be allocated 
to replacing weeds from natural areas around 
Eurong township with a further 1,000 plants 
being made available to residents and 
landholders to encourage the replacement of 
exotic species growing mainly in private 
gardens.  

A local native vegetation specialist has been engaged for the project to 
assist with seed collection, propagation and stock management at the 
nursery. FIDO will also organise and run three ‘weed replacement’ trips to 
Eurong with teams of up to 9 volunteers staying for a week at a time. The 
dates for these trips are listed in “Dates for the Diary” towards the end of this newsletter. The next 
trip is running from 14 to 20 October – please get in touch with Michael Lowe if you would like to 
participate. 

FIDO weeding teams will also be available to assist landholders wishing to remove exotic plants 
from their properties, landholders interested in taking up this offer of assistance can contact 
Michael Lowe on 0412 119 719  

Plants that have been removed can be replaced with free local native species from the FINIA 
Nursery. To place an order for plants contact Lou Coles at lou.coles@nprsr.qld.gov.au . 

 

QPWS Update 
Lou Coles, Community Engagement Ranger – Great Sandy, QPWS 

In the last couple of months I have picked up where Alana left off in supporting FINIA. It’s great to 
be involved with the positive action occurring on the Island due to the dynamic group of people 
and stakeholders that FINIA has become.  In addition to administration and facilitation I have been 
learning the ropes of the nursery and absorbing as much as I can from Michael Lowe in regard to 
seed collection and plant propagation of our local Fraser Island species – and we do have some 
beautiful plant species on Fraser Island that will look fantastic in residential gardens. Our focus for 

the nursery at this time of year is seed collection; I’m looking 
forward to doing the September wild flowers run this week! We 
are gaining momentum in propagating seedlings and cuttings 
that will come through in the next few months. If you would like 
to order some local plants to replace any exotics that you have 
in your garden please contact me by email at 
lou.coles@nprsr.qld.gov.au . 

There is a hive of activity at the moment around the Council’s 
Fraser Coast Discovery Centre that will be located in the new 
Fraser Coast Cultural Centre in Hervey Bay. I have been 
working with the council and the designers to obtain display 
items and ensure the right messages are being included. The 
interpretation and experience of the Discovery Centre will 
provide a great opportunity to educate locals and visitors on 
the natural values of Fraser Island and Great Sandy Marine 
Park including ways in which they can help to conserve it. 

 
Coastal banksias coming through the shadehouse 
now, soon to be hardened ready for planting into 
gardens or revegetaion on Fraser Island. 

 

The Everlasting Paper Daisy is 
flowering now in coastal areas 
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Lake McKenzie shoreline after initial infrastructure 
removal in August. 

 

Our Fraser Island volunteer co-ordinators, Trischelle Lowry (Ranger – Public Contact) and 
Jenna Tapply (Ranger – Community Engagement), are working hard to expand volunteering 
opportunities on Fraser Island. We are looking forward to hearing from FINIA members wanting 
to participate in the volunteer activities currently on offer. Please get in touch with Jenna or 
Trischelle regarding the volunteering activity that you are interested in. 

• Coming up, from 16-24 October groundsel weeding will be conducted – a great opportunity 
to work alongside our rangers in managing Fraser Island’s protected areas. 

• As this newsletter goes to press, we have our first camper briefing volunteers commencing 
school holiday camper briefings with QPWS Rangers.  We hope the participation from the 
Fraser Island Association members this September holiday period will pave the way for a 
larger volunteer program this coming Christmas holiday period. 

• A volunteer Campground Host programme is currently being developed on the island. 
Campground Hosts will get the opportunity to stay in QPWS quarters at Central Station 
during busy visitor periods to assist rangers with the maintenance of public campgrounds 
and facilities and a number of other activities. 

If you would like to participate please check out the ‘Dates for the Diary’ at the end of this 
newsletter to see who to contact. 

QPWS Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued, QPWS Update 
John Stewart, Senior Ranger – Fraser Island, QPWS 

On the 15th of September, Ranger In Charge for Southern Fraser, Kim Fleischfresser, and I 
joined community members, including representatives of the Fraser Island Association and the 
Fraser Coast 4WD Club, for the OceanWatch clean up day. Fifty people in total and 11 vehicles 
took to the beaches and creeks from Coolooloi Creek to Dilli Village. Five crews collected debris 
including large plastic items, drums, bottles and timber. Large items have been stacked for QPWS 
rangers to remove in the coming days. QPWS would like to thank OceanWatch, BMRG and all 
who participated in the day. We hope to support, organise or facilitate more of these events on a 
regular basis. 

QPWS has continued to work with the Traditional Owners managing the K'gari campsite in 
developing the project to build a dingo fence for the site. Construction of this fence will greatly 
assist the management of dingoes in the area 
and reduce the risk of aggressive incidents 
which can place dingoes and people at risk. 
Discussion and planning has now progressed 
to a formal agreement between QPWS and the 
managers of the site to implement this project 
in the coming months.  

Rangers have completed extensive work to 
remove inundated infrastructure from the 
foreshore of Lake McKenzie. This is in 
response to the lake's sustained extremely-
high water level. A large quantity of fencing, 
bollards, other timberwork and matting has 
been progressively removed over the last two 
months. 

 

Progress With The George Haddock Memorial Walk 
John Bristow, National Parks Association of Queensland 

We have not been communicating very regularly lately. Now is the time to give you an update and 
refresh your memory on the background of this vision. We have almost completed the EIS for this 
George Haddock Track as it is being labelled in the report. 

George Haddock OAM had a strong connection with Fraser Island.  Although he made 
contributions to many community organisations, his greatest commitment was to the natural 
environment which he loved and extensively explored in his 78 years.  George was an  
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Continued, Progress With The George Haddock Memorial Walk 

indefatigable worker for the extension and better management of Queensland National Parks.  He 
served in Executive positions in the National Parks Association of Queensland for almost a 
quarter of a century as President, Honorary Secretary for eight years and Treasurer for four years, 
until his untimely death.  He was a member of the Fraser Island World Heritage Community 
Advisory Committee for over a decade and it is hard to enumerate his many contributions to 
conservation and the community. 

We were unable to raise funds to have the EIS done professionally. John Sinclair through his wide 
range of contacts has managed to get all phases of the EIS completed using volunteers. It is 
largely his drive which has got us to where we are today. Without the EIS approval nothing can 
happen. A lot of effort has been required to keep the project moving as there were delays with 
every section of the EIS. The QPWS estimates that about 2,000 people annually use the existing 
Fraser Island Great Walk, so we have adopted that value for the likely usage of the George 
Haddock Track (GHT). 

The EIS will be a document of approximately 120 pages to cover all aspects of the 51 km route of 
the Track. It covers all sections required for an EIS, namely an Executive Summary; Project 
Outline; Surveying the Track’s Route; Projected Usage; Infrastructure, including Shelters, Toilets 
and Signage; Landscape, Geology, Soils and Hydrology; Flora; Fauna; Waste Management; 
Cultural  Heritage and Indigenous and European Heritage. 

 
FIDO Revving up Weed Replacement Operations at Eurong 
John Sinclair, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

During the past year FIDO has made an impressive impact in addressing the weeds at Eurong 
with three weeding weeks in the last year contributing 723 volunteer hours working on the 
problem in one of Fraser Island’s centres of weed infestation.  FIDO is determined to build on the 
gains we have made to date especially with the demonstration gardens in an effort to ensure that 
Fraser Island landholders are encouraged to use plants local to Fraser Island and obtained from 
the Eurong Nursery rather than bringing any new plants to the island. 

FIDO’s program received a significant boost with two grants that will enable FIDO to hold six 
weeding weeks on Fraser Island in the current financial year as well as boost the capacity of the 
Eurong nursery.   

A $19,950 Caring for Country grant will enable Michael Lowe to develop a comprehensive weed 
replacement program that in addition to the weeding work places a heavy emphasis in helping the 
QPWS build up its nursery capacity and adding seed to provide the plant stock for landholders 
and the Parks service to draw on in the next year. 

A $6,000 BMRG Community engagement program will provide the basic funding for three other 
FIDO week-long weeding programs to be led by John Sinclair.  This program will also enable 
FIDO to extend its monitoring program on the island that has now been continuing for over forty 
years. 

Once Eurong is cleared up FIDO is hoping to be able start tackling other major centres of weed 
infestation on the island. 

One of 17 trailer loads of weeds and garden waste that went to the Eurong waste transfer station during 
FIDO’s May weed replacement trip 
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Dates for the Diary 
 
What: Caring for Country - Fraser Island Community Weed Replacement Program 
Where:  Eurong 
When: 14 – 20 October 2012 
 3 – 09 February 2013 
 26 May – 01 June 2013 
Cost: Free – 30hrs volunteer work 
More info: Phone Michael Lowe on 0412 119 719 or email maitree074@hotmail.com 
 
What: QPWS Groundsel Weeding 
Where: from Eurong 
When 16 – 24 October 2012 
Cost: Free 
More info: Phone Jenna Tapply on 4127 9128 or email jenna.tapply@nprsr.qld.gov.au 
 
What: CVA Naturewise Conservation holiday – Fraser Island Conservation 
Where: Departing and returning to Maroochydore 
When: 12 – 16 November 2012 
Cost: From $840 
More info: www.naturewise.com.au, bookings@naturewise.com.au or phone 1800 032 501 
 
What: FIDO Fraser Island Bush Regeneration Project 
Where:  Eurong 
When: 25 November - 1 December 2012 
 10 - 16 March 2013 
 21 - 27 May 2013 
Cost: $200 transport & food, plus 20 hours volunteer work 
More info: Phone John Sinclair on (07) 3397 5889 / 0418 650 535 or email john@fido.org.au 
 
What: QPWS School Holiday Camper Briefings 
Where: from Eurong 
When: 15 December 2012 – 27 January 2013 
Cost: Free 
More info: trischelle.lowry@nprsr.qld.gov.au, Phone 4127 9128 
 
What: QPWS Campground Hosts 
Where: Central Station 
When: School Holidays – Christmas, Easter, September 
Cost: Free 
More info: Phone Trischelle Lowry on 4127 9128 or email trischelle.lowry@nprsr.qld.gov.au  
 
What: 12th Queensland Weed Symposium 
Where: The Boat Club, Hervey Bay 
When: 15-18 July 2013 
Cost: See website 
More info: www.QWS2013.com 
 
What: Fraser Island – A Natural Laboratory, 5th Biennial FIDO Conference 
Where: Mt Cootha Botanic Gardens auditorium 
When: 28th August 2013 
Cost: See website 
More info: www.fido.org.au 
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Funding Opportunities 
 
What: Everyone’s Environment grants 
When: Closing soon! 28 September 2012 
Email: everyonesenvironmentgrants@ehp.qld.gov.au 
Phone:  (07) 3330 6360   
Website: http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/funding/everyones-environment/index.html 
 
What: Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
When: Closing date for next for next round 30 November 2012 
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au 
Phone: 1800 633 619   
Website: http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/gcbf/index.shtml 
 
What: Jupiters Casino Community Benefit Fund 
When: Closing date for next for next round 30 November 2012 
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au 
Phone: 1800 633 619   
Website: http://www.olgr.qld.gov.au/grants/JCCBF/index.shtml 
 
What: The Mullum Trust 
When: Ongoing 
Email: rneoh@deloitte.com.au 
Phone: (03) 9671 6658   
Website: http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/ 


