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Once a group of ants overheard Fearless Leader tell some 
people about what a wonderful place Fraser Island was 
for ants and other sand swimmers.    “The sand is so loose 
that many insects worms, and other critters have adapted 
to moving through it as though they were swimming.  Over 
280 species of ants were discovered in just Cooloola alone 
and we expect there to be more on Fraser Island,” he said.    

He described the place as teaming with ants that 
harvested honey from flowers and some even the 
caterpillars of butterflies that they looked after.  

Just at his feet in Suburbia the ant group listened with 
amazement. 

 
There are hundreds of species of ants on Fraser 
Island that play a critical part in the island ecology.  
They pollinate flowers and many also turn over the 
top soil to recycle nutrients and help plants grow.   

Ant Tidote that was always good in solving problems 
started the discussion. “I would love to be able to have our 
colony in a place like that.  If so many other ants can find 
Fraser Island so good, it would probably be better than 
here in Suburbia with all of its pollution.”  

“It would be great to have so much food that so many ant 
species thrive there,” said Ant Ticipate. 

“I think that we should try to go there but how would we 
get there?” asked Ant Ler.   

“Fearless Leader is always going up to Fraser Island in his 
4WD.  I reckon that we should stowaway in his 4WD and he 
will take us all up there,” replied Ant Tique 

Ant Ithesis always took the opposite view and said, “That 
is such a silly idea.  Why should we leave a place like 

Suburbia where our colony has lived safely for countless 
generations and go where we may not be welcome?” 

“If it and taking territory and food from other ants, I am 
against it,” chimed in Ant Iwar.    

They argued and discussed for days and couldn’t all agree.  
In the end Ticipate said, “We have argued and discussed 
and we can’t agree.  However I want to go and look at 
Fraser Island and see if it is as great as Fearless Leader 
said.  I am going to go and those who want to join me can 
start stowing away in Fearless Leader’s 4WD.  Those like 
Titesis and Iwar who are against going can stay behind and 
look after the home colony but to me Fraser Island sounds 
like a much better place than Suburbia.” 

Soon hundreds of ants were heading for Fearless Leader’s 
4WD.  They had to hide inside the car because they knew 
if they stayed outside they knew that may be sprayed 
with salt water before they could get out.   

Ant Onym found a place where they could hide in a 
special place between the door and the floor.  There were 
four doors.  Hundreds of ants were crammed into these 
special places to hide until they reached Fraser Island.   

In their special stowaway place they were safe but they 
didn’t know how long they would have to wait before the 
Fearless Leader headed off to Fraser Island again.  They 
began to get hungry. 

Ant Igen said, “We can’t stay hidden for weeks and starve.  
We need to take turns to sneak out and get some food as 
long as we have to wait in Suburbia. “ 

Soon there was a procession of hungry ants tracking 
backwards and forwards between their stowaway place 
in the 4WD and Suburbia. 

Fearless Leader came to get his 4WD ready to go to Fraser 
Island and noticed the ants moving back and forward.   

“We can’t go to Fraser Island with all of these ants there or 
they will change the ecology,” he said.  ”Already there have 
been many Brown Crazy Ants who hitchhiked to the island 
and they have displaced the special ants who were living 
there before.  I am responsible for helping preserve the 
natural integrity of Fraser Island and if these ants get there 
Fraser Island native ants will suffer in many ways.  These 
invaders could cause some of the species that are there to 
become extinct before we even know anything about them.”   

With that he began spraying his 4WD with insecticide.  
Then the ants in the stowaway places came out from their 
hiding and they got sprayed and the hiding places were 
opened up and every ant was killed.   

Ant Ithesis who never wanted to leave the safety of 
Suburbia felt sad  but Ant Iwar who had heard of the 
damage that Brown Crazy Ants had caused on Fraser 
Island driving other ants away said the insecticide had 
saved the lives of many native Fraser Island ants. 

It is very important not to take any plants or 
animals to or from Fraser Island.  Even small 
creatures like new ant species can damage the 
ecology.   Visitors should inspect their vehicles 
and loads to ensure they don’t carry stowaways. 


