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Welcome to the first edition of the FINIA
newsletter for 2018, keeping FINIA members up
to date with Fraser Island news and current
FINIA projects.
Our next meeting is being held on Fraser Island
(K’gari) on 19-20 February at Dilli Village. It’s a
great opportunity for us to not only touch base,
but also on our projects and evaluate what we
have learned.
Thanks to our contributors and look forward to
seeing you at the meeting!

Butchulla Celebration Day at Central Station, K’gari

Butchulla community members and guests fill Central Station to mark the third anniversary K’gar’s Native Title Determination (photo Sue Sargent)

On the 28 of October, 2017, a Butchulla Celebration Day was held at Central Station, K’gari to mark the
third anniversary of the Butchulla Peoples’ Native Title Consent Determination on 24 October, 2014.
A committee of Elders and community members spent months organising the 2017 anniversary of
government recognition of Butchulla People as traditional custodians of Fraser Island.

Attendees caught the barge from River Heads and
then buses to Central Station where both community
members and invited guests were cleansed with
smoke and water as they entered the designated
ceremonial grounds. Attendees then walked along a
specially constructed pathway that was decorated
with artworks constructed from Fraser Island sand and
ochre.
A dance ceremony occurred through-out the day,
which showcased the Butchulla community’s
connection to birds and animals. Butchulla song men
and dancers renewed connection to country and the
strength of their culture. Butchulla linguist, Joyce
Bonner, shared Butchulla language as an integral part
of the day including a translation of the three
Butchulla laws in song (assisted by the ladies of the
organising committee, and demonstrated by Conway
Burns, much to the amusement of the audience). The
community was invited to join the final farewell
dance.
Everyone shared a meal with a huge barbecue
manned by staff from both Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service and the Department of the
Environment and Heritage Protection with more than
enough to share, although understandably, it was the
celebratory cake caught all the children’s attention.
Gifts and awards were important part of the event,
which recognised partners and supporters as well as
key community members.
Sponsors included the Queensland Government,
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, National Parks
Sports and Racing, Department of Environment and
Heritage Protection, Kingfisher Bay Resort, Cool Dingo
4x4 tours, Palace Backpackers, Central Queensland
Indigenous Development and Fraser Coast Regional
Council.
Although it’s been three years since Native Title was
determined, there was a feeling of elation and,
perhaps more significantly, a beginning, with the
return of the Butchulla community to K’gari.
It was a truly special day with the organisers, dancers
and participants to be congratulated on what it is
hoped will become an annual event.
Article compiled by Sue Sargent and published with the
permission of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation

From top: A pathway of artwork lead participants into the ceremonial grounds, male and female Butchulla dancers, song men and elder and
linguist, Joyce Bonner leads a song in language on the three Butchulla Laws (photos: Goorie Vision)
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Quarantine: It’s more than weeds that we need to worry about
I always thought I was fairly environmentally aware, but recently I have had my eyes opened to more than
the issue introducing weeds to K’gari. When not in use, FIDO’s Land Cruiser is stored in Brisbane. I was
shocked when I went down to put stuff in it that it was crawling with ants.
FINIA members and others caring for K’gari are aware that alien ants can be more invasive and more
difficult to deal with than any weeds. Just look at the devastating impact of Yellow Crazy Ants on Christmas
Island and the problems caused by the introduction of Fire Ants in South East Queensland. It is more than a
decade since Wayne Robinson first began ringing alarm bells about the impact of African big-headed ant,
(aka Coastal brown ant) Pheidole megacephala, on K’gari. His study showed that this ant is steadily
invading the island and could severely impact about 300 native ant species and have devastating flow-on
effects for the island’s ecology.
Recently, on the same barge taking a team of FIDO volunteers to Fraser Island was a utility loaded with
fresh turf. Who knows what might have been in that turf? It is likely that alien ants and/or alien earth
worms and/or even soil pathogens could be carried onto the island through this gross act of stupidity.
While FINIA has long focussed on the need for wash-down facilities to prevent more weed species hitchhiking to K’gari, we need a more visionary solution to improve the quarantine on this World Heritage island.
FINIA and others need to consider quarantine inspectors at the barge loading points and no vehicle should
be allowed on to a ferry if it doesn’t carry a certificate that it meets quarantine standards. Just washing
down vehicles prior to going on to the island isn’t enough, especially if there is nobody to check that a
vehicle is clean.

Is it time to re-think quarantine inspections for Fraser Island (K’gari)? Photos contributed by John Sinclair

The public now knows that they and their luggage will be checked by Quarantine officers when arriving in
Australia.
For 20 years, I ran safaris to the Kimberley out of Darwin and couldn’t get across the Western Australia
border near Kununurra without the most rigorous quarantine inspections. After the expensive lesson of
having cases of fruit confiscated on my first time fronting up, I learnt to stop for smoko and let the safarists
eat up any remaining fruit before moving up to the check point. The inspections were rigorous and people
had to factor that into their travel. I had to open up every container carrying fresh food. Even cardboard
cartons carrying fruit were confiscated (and replaced) to ensure that fruit fly didn’t enter the state.
The public know what is required of quarantine and understand its importance. We just need to work out
how to introduce an inspection system for which those wanting to take vehicles onto the island would pay
for. It could be a source of employment. It may save K’gari some more serious environmental disasters in
the future. It is time for FINIA to revisit the policy.
Article contributed by John Sinclair AO, FIDO
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Saving Great Sandy Strait
Great Sandy Strait is already listed as a Ramsar Wetland of International Significance, but along with
Cooloola, it is has been nominated for inclusion on Australia’s National Heritage list as well as the World
Heritage Tentative List. Great Sandy Strait and its natural integrity are vitally important to Fraser Island.
There is now a groundswell of public concern over the future of Great Sandy Strait if the proposed Colton
coal mine proceeds, as it currently has approval to do.
The Hypothesis: There is little doubt in the minds of those locals
familiar with Great Sandy Strait that it will be adversely impacted by
the proposed discharge of 946 megalitres of untreated water from
the Colton coal mine annually. Although the proposed mine is 30
kms from K’gari’s western shores, the damage to the Great Sandy
Strait Ramsar site will most likely result from the heavy metals
leached from the groundwater immediately surrounding it that have
to be discharged from the 50 metre deep, open cut pit to allow
mining to proceed. The part of the Strait that is most likely to be
most affected is where the discharge water is trapped - where the
two incoming tides meet this outward flow of contaminated river
water. Because Great Sandy Strait has two openings, the tides flow
down from Hervey Bay in the north and from Inskip Point in the
south. Where they meet, is the main point of precipitation of
sediments and other pollutants.
Actions required: To get any government action and to cause the
Colton coal mine to become a “controlled action” under the EPBC
act requires hard data to test the above hypothesis and provide real
evidence to back it up. Without such data, the Commonwealth
Government are unable to condition the proponents under the
EPBC Act. That is why FIDO, in collaboration with the Mary River
Catchment Coordinating Committee and the Greater Mary
Association have established a $25,000 (and growing) Great Sandy
Strait Research Fund to provide the evidence to support their case
for Canberra to review their earlier decisions to let the proposed
Colton coal mine pass without restrictions.
Researchers: FIDO and its collaborators who established the GSS Research Fund have also established a
Research Oversight Committee which is now inviting applications from students and or tutors either
individually or as teams to submit bids to fund projects that will address the critical issues where data is
needed. The Research Oversight Committee (ROC) is keen to encourage as much participation from the
Fraser and Sunshine Coasts as possible because Great Sandy Strait is one of the greatest natural treasures
of the region.
Applications to fund projects: The Research Oversight Committee will consider bids on what they deem
give the best bang for their buck. The criteria include:
I.
Timing: Projects need to be completed no later than 1st June 2019. Projects that can be concluded
earlier will be considered favourably.
II.
Capability: The experience of individuals and collaborators to complete the projects submitted
III.
Availability of funds: Projects can only be funded if resources are available. Early applications are
advised.
IV.
Proximity: Preference will be given to applicants close to the impact area
Proposals should be submitted by email to admin@mrccc.org.au There is no closing date; so as long as
funds are available applications will be considered. It is hoped to begin the allocation of funding in March
2018.
Article contributed by John Sinclair AO, FIDO
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Helping to Build the GSS Research Fund
As part of its fundraising efforts to build the Research Fund, FIDO is offering a series of Cruises in the
Strait to enable people to have a personal experience of Great Sandy Strait.
By joining one of the cruises on offer when the trans-equatorial shorebirds are in residence,
passengers are helping the research into the water quality of this area that is also now being
considered for inclusion on the World Heritage List.
Cruises on the MV Amaroo start at 9.30 am and conclude at 3.00 pm at the Hervey Bay Boat Club
wharf. Each cruise will have expert guides aboard providing a running commentary on the history
and outstanding natural values of this heritage and biologically diverse waterway. Numbers for each
cruise are strictly limited.
Cost: $100 which includes morning tea, a sandwich lunch and a contribution to the Research Fund.
Organizer of this trip is the Fraser Island Defenders Organisation that ran its first safari on Great
Sandy Strait in the 1970s.
Cruise Dates: Sunday 11 March and Tuesday 20 March 2018.
Bookings are essential and can be made and confirmed by emailing: cruises@fido.org.au

What to do if you get stung by an Irukandji?
Recently it was confirmed that an Irukandji jellyfish has been found off the west coast of K’gari. There have
also been other suspected stings further down the coast. People visiting this area and across the broader
marine environment should be extra vigilant about their personal safety. This extra care is particularly
important for those operating vessels, diving or snorkelling.
Irukandji can occur coastally and around the reef and islands. Irukandji is a group of jellyfish which are
known to cause symptoms of a potentially dangerous syndrome called Irukandji Syndrome. Whilst the
irukandji sting itself can be relatively mild, the symptoms of Irukandji Syndrome, in very rare cases, can be
life-threatening. Symptoms of Irukandji Syndrome can take 5 to 45 (typically 20-30) minutes to develop
after being stung.
Some symptoms of irukandji stings include:
• Lower backache, overall body pain and muscular cramps. The pain
from this can be severe.
• Nausea/vomiting.
• Chest pain and difficulty breathing.
• Pins and needles.
• Anxiety and a feeling of “impending doom.”
• Headache, usually severe.
• Increased respiratory rate.
• Piloerection (hair standing on end).
• High blood pressure which can lead to stroke or heart failure.
• A sting is rarely evident – if present, usually just a pale red mark with
goose pimples or sweating.
When visiting areas where there is a risk of irukandji, there are some
simple steps that should be taken to reduce the exposure of staff to the
jellyfish. These safety steps include:
✓ Wear protective clothing such as a full body lycra or neoprene suit,
even if in shallow water, as most jellyfish stings occur when wading.

An adult Irukandji measures only one
cubic centimetre (1 cm3), but they are
both the smallest and one of the most
venomous jellyfish in the world.
Photo contributed: QPWS.
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This is the number one way of preventing stings, as suits protect up to 75% of the body and cover areas
where stings more commonly occur. Not all suits offer equal protection - lycra or neoprene offer the
greatest protection and are also excellent for sun protection and protection from coral cuts, etc. In the
absence of a full lycra suit, wear other protective clothing such as long pants tucked into socks.
✓ Protect your face and avoid putting your head underwater at high-risk locations.
✓ Enter water slowly as marine stingers will often swim away from people given the opportunity and
time.
✓ Always carry vinegar when going boating or undertaking other marine activities.
Should an irukandji sting occur, it is important that medical aid is provided as soon as possible. Medical aid
should consist of:
I.
Remove casualty from the water if safe to do so.
II.
Treat using DRSABCD first aid method.
III.
Call for help – dial triple zero (000) for medical assistance
IV.
Promptly administer CPR if required
V.
Douse the sting site with vinegar as soon as possible for at least 30 seconds. Vinegar inactivates the
stinging cells, preventing them from injecting more venom.
VI.
Monitor the casualty and seek further medical assistance if available.
Note: Because the symptoms of Irukandji Syndrome may take time to appear following a sting, all tropical
jellyfish stings should be doused with vinegar and the casualty should remain out of the water, in a safe
location with someone to monitor them, for at least 45 minutes, as the casualty may appear stable initially
before the onset of symptoms.
For further information, please contact: Queensland emergency services and safety, Queensland Health,
Surf Lifesaving Queensland or the Australian Resuscitation Council.
Article contributed by Moyra McRae, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

QR Codes on K’gari
FIDO recently decided to test the application of QR codes.
(QR stands for Quick Response rather than ‘Queensland
Rail’). We recently updated the Eurong sign shelter and
instead of loading up a lot of blurb that people who want to
make the most of their time on K’gari are loathe to stop and
read, we tried using QR codes to sell ourselves and our
message.
QR codes are available free on the web. Once you obtain
one, it needs to be linked immediately to a specific web site
URL. Then people only need to point their phone at the QR
code and they will be directed immediately to the web site
without touching a keyboard. QR codes rely on them being
located at sites that are within mobile range. That is why we
are testing them at Eurong and Happy Valley. However, at
the moment only Telstra mobile service operates from these
two communities. We are still evaluating how much benefit
there is, but we know of at least one new member who
learnt about our work via this QR code connection.
FIDO is planning to capitalize on any extension of the mobile network with unobtrusive QR code signs to
improve interpretation of natural values. For example, FIDO has established a short Nature Walk between
Eurong’s two valleys. Unfortunately, it is close to the Eurong pub and often signs are vandalized. If we can
replace these with signs that are harder to vandalize, we can offer better interpretation. We may end up
with about a dozen QR codes to cover the circuit, so reducing the signage dramatically.
Article contributed by John Sinclair AO, FIDO
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Give yourself a Weed Workout!
Brazillian Cherry (Eugenia uniflora)
Environmental weed
A medium shrub native to South America, Brazilian
Cherry has a dense rounded habit with oval leaves,
pointed tips and red new growth. It grows 3-6m tall
and forms dense stands outcompeting native plants.
Characterised by succulent ribbed orange/red fruits
that can be easily spread by birds, small mammals and
water. Found in older style gardens along foreshore
and riverside areas, it was often used as an ornamental
garden plant. Control with a registered herbicide like
glyphosate, cutting the shrub and pasting stumps
within 20 seconds.

Glory Lily (Local Law No. 3)
Glory Lily is a perennial herb from Africa and Asia with
climbing stems with tendrils at the tips. The plant has
shiny narrow green leaves that die off in winter and
produces long-lived underground tubers. Yellow,
orange and red flowers with turned back petals,
expose the stamens October – May. Spread by garden
refuse and birds, the plant is found in bushland,
coastal habitats and gardens, Glory Lily also tolerates
nutrient- poor soils.
Control by collecting and destroying seed pods and dig
out small patches and bag ensuring tubers removed completely. Chemical control in Dec and then Feb
using glyphosate & water at 1:50(20mL/L) + Metsulfuron methyl at 1.5g/10L water (with surfactant).
Before using any herbicide, always read the label carefully and apply strictly in accordance with direction on
the label.
Article submitted by Juliet Musgrave, Fraser Coast Regional Council

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
As many of you would be aware, the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance (FINIA) is a non-incorporated,
not-for-profit, umbrella organisation for its partners. As a non-incorporated organisation, we rely on our
partners to support our activities for the Fraser Island (K’gari) World Heritage site, with no dedicated
funding to support our meetings, administration or even website.
Without this generosity, FINIA’s activities would be far more challenging, so we would like to acknowledge
the following sponsors for their generous support:

Fraser Coast Regional Council – who provide a venue for our meetings.
Burnett Mary Regional Group – who pay our website hosting fees.
WordPress – who have subsidised our website fees for the last 3 years, this year offering us a $50 discount.
Kingfisher Bay Resort Group – who support many of our on-ground activities with subsidised barge fees.
Add to this our amazing contributors, volunteers and donors—a special place attracts special people.
Thanks to you all for making FINIA work.
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FINIA Fraser Face-to-Face Meeting
Dilli Village, Fraser Island
19-20 February 2018
This trip will provide FINIA members with the opportunity to look at on-ground works that
have been completed over the last 12 months as well as learning from each other about
emerging threats and opportunities for new work. This trip will be particularly significant
given that it will be occurring in Fraser Island’s (K’gari’s) 25th anniversary year. More details
to be provided in the lead up to the trip.
Members to cover their own costs for transport and accommodation.
To register your interest or for more information please contact John Sinclair at
john@sinclair.org.au
Bush Regeneration and Monitoring
Eurong, Fraser Island
25 February to 3 March, 15-21 July and 21-27 October 2018 (Sunday to Saturday).
FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding –bush regeneration programs in Eurong since
2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced the weed
threats there. All will be based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village.
Work will focus on weeding, bush regeneration and building the capacity of the Eurong
nursery as well as continuing FIDO’s on-going environmental monitoring programs. In 2018,
this program will be led by Suzanne Wilson who has made such a great contribution to the
nursery. John Sinclair will be pleased to show volunteers as much of Fraser Island as is
possible in the time and he knows the island better than anyone else. Eurong Resort supports
this program and provides dinner for the volunteers each night.
$200 ($100 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
For more information or to download an application form, please check out FIDO’s website
www.fido.org.au.
Cruising the Great Sandy Strait to build the GSS Research fund
Hervey Bay Boat Club
Sunday 11 March and Tuesday 20 March
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation ran its first safari on Great Sandy Strait in the 1970s. As
part of its fundraising efforts to build the Research Fund, FIDO is offering a series of Cruises in
the Strait to enable people to have a personal experience of Great Sandy Strait. By joining
one of the cruises on offer when the trans-equatorial shorebirds are in residence, passengers
are helping the research into the water quality of this area that is also now being considered
for inclusion on the World Heritage List. Cruises on the MV Amaroo start at 9.30 am and
conclude at 3.00 pm at the Hervey Bay Boat Club wharf. Each cruise will have expert guides
aboard providing a running commentary on the history and outstanding natural values of this
heritage and biologically diverse waterway. Numbers for each cruise are strictly limited.
$100 includes morning tea and a sandwich lunch and a contribution to the Research Fund.
Bookings are essential and can be made and confirmed by emailing cruises@fido.org.au.
Cassia Blitz
Happy Valley, Fraser Island
29 April to 5 May 2018
Various teams will be deployed around the Happy Valley area to blitz the Easter Cassia at its
peak flowering in 2018 and to prevent a future year’s seed set in the area between Happy
Valley and Yidney Rocks.
Subject to team / location.
For more information please contact the Blitz Coordinators, David Anderson, Fraser Island
Association on ando.dandm@gmail.com or Peter Shooter, FIDO, www.fido.org.au.
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Weed Management
Happy Valley, Fraser Island
29 April to 5 May, 5-11 August 2018 and 18-24 November 2018.
Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation in and around
Happy Valley. A group of up to 8 will share “Kurrawa”, a comfortable holiday house in the
centre of Happy Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with
poisonous seeds, Abrus prectorius Var Africanus that is heavily impacting on the vegetation
but isn’t found anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus is coming under control the
team will be increasingly turning to eliminate large woody weeds Easter Cassia and Lantana.
Fitness is needed to carry heavy chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain.
$200 ($100 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
For more information or to download an application form, please check out FIDO’s website
www.fido.org.au.

Funding Opportunities
What:
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When:
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Phone:
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Phone:
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Gambling Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide
community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community.
Round 96 is now open and will close on 28 February 2018.
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/communitybenefit-funding-programs

Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living
environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building
(training) and research/science. NWF has funded projects ranging from supporting local
communities to maintain or restore habitat; to the production of education kits; and the
publication and dissemination of research information.
Opens 20 March 2018 (for funding in May 2018)
(03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer
beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/

Ian Potter Foundation
Sustainability, preservation of biodiversity and landscape-scale conservation are important
and complex challenges addressed in this program area. Our Environment & Conservation
program aims to support Australian urban and rural communities to better manage our
natural resources and preserve biodiversity in the face of challenges such as land
degradation, limited water resources and climate change.
Applications by invitation only in 2018, next dedicated Expression of Interest opens on 25
March 2019 and closing on 19 April (for mid-September) 2019.
(03) 9650 3188 – Louise Arkles
admin@ianpotter.org.au
http://www.ianpotter.org.au/home
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Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship
Founded by Dick Smith, each quarter up to $15,000 is made available for Australian
Geographic Society Project Grants. Funding provided by the Society for Project Sponsorship
targets all four Project Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment. The
society also offers seed grants between $500 and $3000.
Applications are now taken throughout the year for sponsorship rounds.
(02) 9263 9825
society@ausgeo.com.au
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-forsponsorship

The Mullum Trust
Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental outcomes.
Grants are available from $100 to $10,000. Projects with specific localised environmental
outcomes are preferred, although projects which are locally based but have far reaching
impacts are also encouraged.
Ongoing
Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658
rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
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