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Welcome to the second edition of the FINIA
newsletter for 2019, keeping FINIA members
and supporters up to date with K’gari (Fraser
Island) news and current FINIA projects.
This has been a sad time for FINIA with the
sad loss of both Dr John Sinclair AO and
Maree Prior. Both will be incredibly missed
by us all, but their legacies will live on
through the work we support on K’gari.
Thank you to our contributors and
supporters, we hope to see you on K’gari
again soon.

K’gari Loses A Fearless Leader
On Sunday 3 February, after working for 48 years to protect Queensland's natural environment, Dr John
Sinclair AO sadly passed away. He was 79. John was a passionate and committed conservationist who
spent decades lobbying to stop sand mining and logging on K’gari (Fraser Island) before it was World
Heritage-listed in 1992.
Dr Sinclair, who was born in Maryborough,
came to public attention when he formed the
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation, known as
FIDO, in 1971.
In the 1970s, John took the then-Queensland
Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen's government
to court for failing to protect the natural
environment of Fraser Island. A fight that left
him bankrupt, but paved the way for the island
to become World Heritage.
Dr John Sinclair AO, 1939-2019 – K’gari’s Fearless Leader

John received a number of well-deserved accolades for his work including: The Australian newspaper’s
Australian of the Year in 1976, the United Nations Environment Program "Global 500" Laurette in 1990, the
Goldman Environmental Foundation Prize in 1993, an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO) in 2014 for
“distinguished service to conservation and the environment, through advocacy and leadership roles with a
range of organisations, and to natural resource management and protection" and an honorary doctorate
from the University of the Sunshine Coast in 2017.
He was also a founding (and serving) member of the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance from 2005-19
and recognised by the Queensland and Australian Governments for his role in the inscription of Fraser

Island (K’gari) on the World Heritage list at the 25th-anniversary celebrations on World Heritage Day in
April 2018.
In 2015, John was inscribed on the Maryborough Walk of Achievers, telling FINIA’s Chair, Sue Sargent that
he felt that this told him that he could finally ‘come home to Maryborough,’ with the community finally
able to see value in what he had done. At the height of the hostility aimed at him, having to take his family
away from Maryborough was something that had pained John greatly.
In an interview with Brisbane Times in September 2017, when he received an honorary doctorate from the
University of Sunshine Coast, he described his battle with sand miners as protecting an environment as
beautiful as the Mona Lisa.
"The sand miners used to say, 'We are only going to touch 1 per cent of the island',” Dr Sinclair said.
“I used to say, ‘If you are going to scratch 1 per cent of the Mona Lisa, which 1 per cent are you going to
scratch?’
John’s last visit to K'gari was as a guest of the Butchulla people and Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk when
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex visited Fraser Island to include the rainforest island as part of Queen’s
Commonwealth Canopy.
John was a true visionary and saw K’gari for what it was and must again be, looking past the brumbies,
timber and sand mining. As Fearless Leader (FL) to many, John left us a legacy and his spirit will carry on
through the many people he inspired to take up the fight for beautiful places like K’gari all over the world.
On behalf of the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance, we send our heartfelt condolences to his beautiful
partner Su, sons Keith, John, Andrew and Andres and your families.

Getting Together on K’gari
FINIA was founded on K’gari in 2005 and meeting on the island at least once a year has become an
important part of the group’s calendar. Aside from the opportunity to spend some time looking at the
issues and progress on-ground, it also provides an opportunity for us to renew our commitment to the
island, share knowledge, meet new partners and discuss approaches as we face emerging challenges – like
myrtle rust and visitor management. The 2019 trip, held on 7-8 May, was no exception.
The trip participants included: members of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation (with Director, Jade Gould,
and her brother Kaile Clarke, welcoming the group onto Country), Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers, Fraser
Island Association, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation, Fraser Coast Regional Council, Queensland Parks
and Wildlife Service, Sandy Cape Lighthouse Conservation Association and the University of the Sunshine
Coast.
Site visits included the Eurong Nursery, where Suzanne Wilson from FIDO reported that the nursery was
operating well and welcomed an offer from the Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers to do ‘watering checks’
where possible. There was also a short discussion on partnering opportunities to broaden seed/fruit
currently collected beyond the townships.
Corey Currie from the Butchulla Land and Sea Ranger talked about the labour-intensive Pandanus leafstripping, suggesting it would be great to welcome additional volunteers for that activity. Leaf stripping
helps reduce the moisture in the crown of the plant. It is used to help heavily infested trees recover. It
requires the leaves to be moved away from the infected plant so that juvenile or adult planthoppers cannot
be blown or fly away on route (although any parasitic wasps will quickly fly back to the infected tree), which
makes it labour intensive. Leaf stripping is used in conjunction with chemical control (Confidor injections)
and biological control (using the planthoppers parasitic predator, the native wasp, Aphanomerus sp.). As a
North-Queensland species, the wasp becomes inactive during the cooler months, so leaf stripping helps to
reduce infection rates.
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FINIA members check out the excellent progress made by the 2018 and 2019 Easter Cassia Blitz events (Photo: FINIA)

At Happy Valley, the group walked through the township, where FINIA members were shown the site
where two broad-leafed pepper trees successfully removed last week. The team were provided with an
overview of the recent Easter Cassia blitz. This was the second blitz event, and the FIDO team were
congratulated with the progress made at the site with the assistance of the Butchulla Land and Sea
Rangers, BAC Community Volunteers and David Anderson from the Fraser Island Association. Ongoing
work is needed to continue to reduce the seed bank and reduce seeds transported from adjacent areas.
Members were then shown an area where the introduced African weed, crab’s eye creeper or Abrus, was
well established in the township, with the plant and visible seed clumps extending up into the canopy 4-5
metres. This is of particular concern, as the seeds are thought to be dispersed by birds, leading to a
continuous seed source of the weed into the adjacent USL and National Park. Finally, FINIA members were
shown two sites which have been brought into control for Easter Cassia and Abrus, noting that this success
relied on ongoing efforts to remove the seed bank, as well as tackling lower priority weeds such as lantana
and corky passion vine.
At Residential Valley, David Anderson demonstrated the ongoing weed management work undertaken by
the small group of community volunteers and the need for constant vigilance – particularly related to the
disposal of garden waste. Fourteen years on from the formation of FINIA, this is still an issue and ongoing
source of weed escapees.
Back at Dilli Village, on the Deck, Don and Lesley Bradley provided their insights into the marine turtle work
conducted at Sandy Cape – not least the distances covered by the volunteers as they monitor the entire
cape area on a nightly basis. The turtle team rely heavily on several predator-proof cages around Sandy
Cape to relocate eggs that are laid too low on the beach where they may become inundated or wash away
and protect them from predation. This has proven to be a successful method of hatchling conservation,
although it is highly labour intensive and relies on the team’s highly trained and committed Queensland
Turtle Research Program volunteers.

Listening to Dr Gabriel Conroy talk about the impacts of sandmining to K’gari’s flora and fauna over 40 years on (Photo: FINIA)

On Day 2 of the meeting, FINIA members participated
in two activities. The first of these – for male
members of the group only - was a walk to the Dilli
Village water hole (Di’bing) with Senior Butchulla
Land and Sea Ranger, Corey Currie, to discuss the
traditional use of the site (by men). Female members
of the group took the road route to the beach, where
Gabriel Conroy then provided an overview of the
ongoing study that has been conducted by USC
students of the Dillingham mine rehabilitation area
(with a comparison or control site ~1.5Km up the
beach where mining has not taken place). Gabes
pointed out differences in dune topography,
vegetation cover and type, and biodiversity at the
two sites.

Participants left the island, as usual, with lots of great ideas and a strong focus on the future.
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Special thanks were extended to Sealink Fraser Island, the University of the Sunshine Coast and Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Service for their sponsorship of the event, assisting with barge transfers, accommodation
and facilities and vehicle exemptions.
Article submitted by Sue Sargent, FINIA

Birds of a feather strand together
K’gari-Fraser Island becomes the final resting place for a small number of migrating animal species from
whales to birds that become stranded due to weather, limited food resources, illness or other influential
reasons. This is also a natural part of the island’s nutritive cycles.
Recently, some rarely observed pelagic seabird
species for the island were collected including
two live juvenile red-tailed tropic birds,
Phaethon rubricauda, native to tropical Indian
and Pacific Oceans and a juvenile black-browed
albatross, Thalassarche melanophris, one of the
smallest of the 24 albatross species with a
wingspan of ~2.4 metres.
Both species are listed as vulnerable. They are
true seabirds, spending their time soaring the
open oceans and only coming to land to breed
unless stranded.
Although Red-tailed tropic birds nest on nearby
Lady
Elliot Island to the north of K’gari, where
Lady Elliot Island Red-tailed tropic birds Adult and juvenile (Source: Trip Advisor)
Senior Ranger Linda Behrendorff was involved
in monitoring and banding individuals, they are a rare find on K’gari and even rarer to see live.
A seasonal ‘strander’ recently seen washing up in large numbers is the short-tailed or slender-billed
shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris; formerly Puffinus tenuirostris, more commonly known as the muttonbird.
It is currently the most abundant seabird species in Australian waters and breeds mainly on small islands in
the Bass Strait and Tasmania, migrating to the Northern Hemisphere for the boreal summer. Interestingly,
it is also one of the few Australian native birds in which the chicks are commercially harvested.
Although they can wash in alive, they are generally emaciated, with little chance of survival - even when
rescued by competent carers.
A sample of seabird carcases that strand on the island is sent to DES staff investigating causes of death and
the impact of plastics in the gut content. All seabirds forage for food on the open ocean and can mistake
plastic debris for food and then feed it to their chicks. Assessment is showing that this ingested plastic, as
well as other factors, are likely contributing to contamination of their chicks and reduces the room in their
stomachs for food storage needed for their migrating journey.
Contributed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service & Partnerships

USC Student Assisting FINIA
USC Technology and Innovation in Tourism, Leisure and Events student, Beau Ivey is currently working on a
FINIA-nominated ‘industry’ project to help us re-design our barge video. Beau is focussed on changing the
behaviour of tourists while they are on the Wanggoolba barge looking at building engagement in both the
‘servicescape environment’ and through other methods.
Servicescape includes the positioning and size of the current TV screen, as well as potentially getting
someone to give speeches on the barge on occasion to build interactivity and co-creation. With the video
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and speeches, Beau suggests that important stakeholders such as the Butchulla community and FINIA
members should deliver the section most relevant to them. For example, the Welcome to Country, taking
care of the island and even fun things to do on the Island that benefit the environment that could be
delivered by a member of the community.
Beau is also looking at other opportunities to share or disseminate information such as the K’gari App, as
well as developing a cost-effective stamp or reward for tourists who learn about the environment to
incentivise learning more while staying true to the destination.
Beau will present his results at USC with a presentation at USC Sippy Downs at the end of the course on
Friday 31 May where student groups will highlight the innovation/technology solutions to address a range
of proposed business-related problems. These projects are designed to increase student engagement and
provide work integrated learning. Beau’s findings will be shared with FINIA members at the August
meeting.
Submitted by the Beau Ivey, University of the Sunshine Coast

Draft Fraser Coast Waste Strategy 2019-2029
Fraser Coast Regional Council recently developed the Draft Fraser Coast Waste Strategy 2019-2029. The
new Strategy has a focus on resource leadership that delivers the greatest benefits to our local community
in terms of resource recovery, reducing landfill, environmental amenity and economic development.
The Draft Strategy is currently in the public exhibition phase, and the Council is seeking community
feedback on the document. In particular, the Council is interested in the community’s views on the six
outcome areas (themes) in the document and the key actions identified.
There are six key Outcome Areas for the Strategy, which include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Planning future waste infrastructure
Maximising resource recovery from kerbside bins
Improving waste diversion from landfill
Operational efficiency
K’gari (Fraser Island) Waste Management (see the
following page)
6. Waste education
Each of these outcome areas has targets, actions and
timeframes for delivery. For K’gari (Fraser Island), these
are as follows:

Aiming to achieve zero avoidable waste to landfill on K'gari by 2029

By 2024, Fraser Coast Regional Council will have:
•
•
•
•
•

Developed a shared vision for the management of resources and waste, in consultation with key
stakeholders.
Completed a trial at Eurong transfer station and identified infrastructure and work practices that apply
to Happy Valley and Orchid Beach.
Upgraded transfer stations at Eurong, Happy Valley and Orchid Beach.
Introduced a recycling service for residents and businesses living and working on K’gari.
Consulted with QNP to implement improved recycling practices for campers

By 2029, Fraser Coast Regional Council will have:
•

Achieved a target of zero avoidable waste to landfill from Fraser Island.

For more information, please check out the website.
Information contributed by Fraser Coast Regional Council
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Contributed by Fraser Coast Regional Council
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FINIA Profile: Jade Gould, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation
Galangoor Djali (good day)
My name is Jade Gould; I have been newly elected to the Butchulla
Aboriginal Corporation Board of Directors. I have also been given the
responsibility of building a relationship with FINIA and FIDO. The
Butchulla people acknowledge the good work done for country by these
groups.
I spent all of my childhood on Butchulla country growing, learning and
connecting. What is good for the country comes first is a traditional
Butchulla lore that guides me and my work, and this is what inspired me
to pursue a university education. In 2015, I graduated from James Cook
University with a Bachelor of Science majoring in Ecology and
Conservation. I strongly believe that western science and Traditional
Knowledge are two complementary sets of data we can use to better
inform management practices.

Jade Gould (Photo supplied)

I aim to use knowledge gained at university, and my professional career coupled with Traditional Ecological
Knowledge learnt while living on country to help better manage country. I look forward to gaining more
knowledge about country and building better relationships with our stakeholders.
Nhaa nyin bana (See you later)

A Helping Hand from Automattic
After the Burnett Mary Regional Group had to pull out of FINIA website’s sponsorship last year, FINIA had
been struggling to find the funding to maintain this vital component of our communication efforts.
When WordPress was approached to sponsor the site for 2019-20, they passed on our request to
Automattic (who are are the people behind WordPress.com, WooCommerce, JetPack, Simplenote,
Longreads, VaultPress, Akismet, Gravatar, Crowdsignal, Cloudup and more).
Automattic is passionate about making the web a better place and quickly responded that they could help
by sponsoring the website until May 2020.
A spokesperson for the group stated, “On behalf of Automattic, we want to say thank you to you and your
team for working at such great length to help preserve and protect the natural beauty and life of this
magnificent Island!”
Automattic are passionate about making the web a better place. So, on behalf of FINIA, we would like to
say a huge THANK YOU TO AUTOMATTIC, you have helped us make K’gari a better place.

Eurong Native Plant Nursery
The Native Plant nursery at Eurong was an initiative of FIDO’s, John Sinclair, in collaboration with QPWS.
John saw the need for the residents to replace their introduced plants with locally sourced and grown
Fraser Island plants.
This idea aligns with the island being a World Heritage area, maintaining the natural integrity, the three
Butchulla laws and the Nature Conservation (Protected Areas Management) Regulation 2017 – 134
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/asmade/sl-2017-0157
On my first short visit in October 2015, I collected and sowed 14 different plant species. Now, after 19
visits, I have collected and sowed both seeds and cuttings of 70 different species.
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Running the nursery from afar is challenging. We
have weeds come into the pots which try to
overtake the seedlings. There have been issues
with the power turning off, which stops the
automatic watering system working. This has led to
plant losses, including newly sprouted seedling
trays and established plants.
The good side is I have met a lot of the locals who
have taken the nursery to heart and are planting
with the local species, and I have had great success
propagating some difficult to grow species.
The Eurong resort staff are replacing introduced
with local species. Plants have made their way to
Happy Valley, and the residents of the residential
valley of Eurong often ask what new species are
available. QPWS has utilised the plants, replanting
Pandanus that have died due to Jamella australiae. FIDO has been planting in many areas of Eurong.
Follow the link to find some of the plants available from the nursery. If you are a resident/ratepayer and
require any Fraser Island plants, please contact Suzanne, FIDO@fido.org.au
Contributed by Suzanne Wilson, FIDO

FIDO’s Weed Eradication Program - Happy Valley
FIDO has been involved in weed eradication at Happy Valley since the early 2000s. An intensive program
commenced in March 2004, involving four, week-long weeding excursions per year. These trips usually
involve from 5 to 12 volunteers.
Despite the long-term efforts of FIDO weeders and others, the Happy Valley township and surrounds was
heavily weed infested with a cocktail of weeds when this intensive program began. Most of these weeds
were either garden escapees or accidental introductions arising from human settlement and visitation to
the village.
Five years and 21 weeding trips later, the situation is much better, but it is an everlasting ongoing task.
FIDO operates under a Deed of Agreement with DNRM on 245ha of Unallocated State Land surrounding the
village. The program aims to destroy invasive exotic plant species to prevent their spread into the National
Park.
Considerable effort has been put into removing the usual culprits, Easter cassia, lantana, broad-leafed
pepper, basket asparagus, mother in law's tongue, mile a minute, corky passion fruit, mother of millions,
North Queensland umbrella trees and several others. These are all common and well-known weed species
that landcare workers have been battling with throughout South East Queensland for many years.
A new invasive weed has arrived in Happy Valley and has been the focus of our efforts since 2014. It is a
creeper, Abrus precarious subspecies africanus, commonly known as crabs eye. As the subspecies name
indicates, it is out of Africa.
The plant has attractive bright green compound leaves, relatively insignificant mauve flowers and
spectacular persistent bright red seeds with a black spot. It was most probably brought to the village as an
ornamental.
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The Genus Abrus has about 20 species, spread throughout tropical Africa, Asia and through to Australia.
Australia has only one native species, Abrus precatorius subspecies precatorius. Its range is from Gladstone
North, across Northern Australia to New Guinea.
The introduced subspecies africanus that has turned up in Happy Valley has a recorded range from
Shoalwater Bay South. It is now widespread throughout South East Queensland. The two subspecies are all
but identical in appearance. The distinguishing feature is the seed pod which, when immature, is smooth in
the Australian subspecies and hairy in the African subspecies.
Volunteer weeder Trevor Armstrong collected the first K'gari record of the species held by the Queensland
Herbarium in Happy Valley in 2007. In the early days of the infestation at Happy Valley, it was thought to be
to the Australian subspecies and did not cause much concern. The Australian subspecies is not highly
invasive.
However, by 2014, it had been identified as subspecies africanus and had infested at least 40ha around
Happy Valley, and was seen to be extending into the canopy of vegetation with resultant smothering
effect. Clearly, we had a problem.
Since the infestation on K'gari was restricted to Happy
Valley, FIDO prioritised its destruction in an endeavour to
contain it and hopefully eliminate it.
Early trials indicated that hand removal was not effective.
The plant is very deep-rooted and regrows vigorously
when hand weeded/dug out. It regenerates from root
parts remaining in the ground. Given the magnitude of
the problem, the only option was foliage spray. We have
been using 1.5% roundup. It is extremely effective.
Where the plants have extended into the canopy, as much
as possible we hand pull them down and spray them on
the ground. Where this is not possible, we cut the stems off to prevent future flowering and seed set in the
canopy, and spray the plant material on the ground.
Abrus infestation dominating the landscape (Photo: FIDO)

The spectacular bright red seeds have a hard seed coat, and like many plants of the Fabaceae Family can be
expected to persist in the ground for some time.
We established a germination trial under field conditions in March 2016. One thousand seeds were
planted. 14.6% germinated in the first month. This slowly increased to 19.8% by September 2016, and since
then only one has germinated. That was in February 2019.
It remains to be seen if the remainder are no longer viable or are lying dormant in the soil waiting for the
required conditions. We have evidence that seeds stored in dry condition remain viable for several years.
Seeds persist on the plant for long periods, often well more than a year. Seed collection has been an
important element of the control program, to prevent the build-up of the seed bank in the soil. Follow up
destruction of emergent seedlings is now very important to prevent regenerating plants reaching maturity,
flowering, and setting seed.
In most of the infested areas that we have been working, there are now very few mature plants, and hence
very low seed set. The population in these areas is down to less than 1% of the level of infestation when we
began. However, we continue to locate new outbreaks further afield, particularly to the North of the
village. More extensive surveying is necessary to determine the extent of the range of the plant.
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This is a program that must continue for some years to be effective. It requires extensive site examination
and follow up. Elimination of Abrus will remain the main focus of the Happy Valley Weed Eradication team,
while also dealing with all the other species above.
Senna pendula var glabrata (Easter Cassia) has been
heavily targeted. We have significantly decreased the
population in the areas in which we operate. We pull the
plants where possible, and where not possible we cut low
to the ground and apply roundup to the stump. We also
use this method to destroy lantana.
In April 2018 and 2019, we conducted a "Cassia Blitz"
around the village. We pick this time because the plants are
in flower, and their spectacular yellow flowers make them
easy to locate. Both week-long events involved more than
12 FIDO volunteers, as well as Fraser Island Association
members. In 2019, we were joined by 4 Butchulla Sea and
Land Rangers. The April Cassia Blitz will be an ongoing event.

Happy Valley Cassia Blitz team 2019 (Photo: FIDO)

The area where our efforts are most pleasing is to the ocean side of Yidney Rocks Bypass Road to the South
of the village. Much of this area was so heavily infested with Easter cassia and lantana that it was all but
impenetrable. Years of work has completely changed the structure of the forest, making it a delight to walk
through.
We seek to play an ongoing part in the maintenance of the natural integrity of the magnificent World
Heritage island, K’gari.
Contributed by Peter Shooter, FIDO

Zero Chemical K’gari Happy Valley Report
Between November and March, another three teams and workshops were held at Happy Valley with FCRC
staff and Fraser Coast Regional Council Community Environment Program (CEP) community volunteers.
November is always a bit of a windup for the year, but 12 volunteers and Council staff contributed a total of
75 hours work. On this occasion, the team had a very welcomed visit from our FCRC Biosecurity
Coordinator Col Zemek. Col generously gave us his time as he walked around inspecting the progress of our
CEP sites and gave us his much-appreciated experienced advice.
February’s workshop was postponed to early March due to TC Uma. So, in March, the team ended up
having two workshops with some intense follow-up. The first of these with 11 volunteers and Council staff
contributed 61.5 hours of work, the second with 12 volunteers and Council staff, a total of 127 hours of onground effort.
As always, the focus for each workshop is on the zero-chemical management of priority weeds within our
FCRC CEP work area within Happy Valley.
As well as seed collection and removal of Abrus precatorius subsp africanus our teams carried out follow up
removal of Easter cassia, Senna pendula var.glabrata, small broad-leaved pepper tree, Schinus
terrbinthifolius, Brazilian nightshade, Solanum seaforthianum, morning glory Ipomea indica, domestic
passionfruit, Passiflora edulis, corky passion vine, Passiflora suberosa, mile a minute, Ipomoea cairica,
asparagus, Singapore daisy Sphagneticola trilobata and lantana.
Article contributed by Bree Jashin, Zero Chemical K’gari
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Help Needed: Stinking Passionflower
Dr Bruce Webber is seeking some assistance with a weed project that the CSIRO is running on stinking
passionflower (Passiflora foetida). The research program is looking to improve control options for stinking
passionflower with the view to developing a biological control solution.
The CSIRO is at a stage of the project where it will be essential to have fresh ripe fruit and leaf samples
from as much of the Australian range as possible. They suspect that the timing for fruit collection may be
ideal over the coming weeks.
If you or your volunteers might be able to help with the
collection of ripe fruit and leaves from plants your area, we
would greatly appreciate hearing from you. Alternatively, if
you have contacts who might be able to collect for them,
please don’t hesitate to pass on this information or send their
contact details to Bruce.
The CSIRO will provide a clear and simple sampling protocol
for anyone interested in collecting samples (it is a very simple
quick procedure). The CSIRO will be able to provide all
Stinking Passionflower in bloom
materials for collecting and cover all costs associated with the
shipping of any samples. Please contact Mick Davy
(michael.davy@csiro.au / 08 9333 6104) or Bruce Webber (bruce.webber@csiro.au / 08 8333 6802 if you
have any questions or would like further information.
Submitted by Bruce Webber, CSIRO

Give yourself a Pest Workout!
Mother in Laws' tongue (Sansaveria trifasciata)
Declared under Fraser Coast Regional Council Local Law No. 3 (Community and
Environment Management) 2011
Origin: Native to Nigeria
Description: Upright succulent herb to 60cm with fleshy rhizome and stiff,
leathery lance-shaped leaves. Leaves can be dark green with grey-green mottling
and yellow margins. Small cream tubular flowers produced on a spike in cooler
months.
Spread: by rhizomes
Areas found: Old gardens, foreshore areas.
Control Methods: Dig out small infestations by hand or mechanical, ensuring all
pieces of rhizomes are removed. Bag and dispose of plant material. Chemical
control with glyphosate, Metsulfuron-methyl or Imazapyr following off label
permit carefully (Off label permit 11463).

Mother-in-laws tongue – yes,
they do flower! (Photo:
FCRC)

Coral Creeper (Baleria repens)
Origin: Native of Africa
Description: A creeping/scrambling herb usually less than 70cm but can scramble
to 2m through other vegetation. Shiny dark green oppositely paired leaves. Coral
creeper produces tubular red /pinkish flowers late summer to autumn.
Spread: A garden escapee by seed and readily roots from stems and garden
dumping.

Red/pink flower and glossy
green leaves of coral creeper
(Photo: FCRC)
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Areas found: Forms dense infestations smothering the understorey. Coastal areas, old gardens and riparian
areas.
Control methods: Manually pull out single plants. Chemical control has been undertaken with Starane, 24D, Metsulfuron methyl or Glyphosate according to AVPMA off label permit 11463. Before using any
herbicide, always read the label carefully and apply strictly in accordance with directions on the label.

Stinking Passion Flower (Passiflora foetida)
Origin: Native of South America
Description: A climbing scrambling vine to 9m with
sticky hairs on stems and leaves. Leaves alternate 311cm usually with three lobes with sticky brown
hairs but variable, strong unpleasant odour when
crushed.
Flowers (typical passionfruit flowers) are 3-5 cm
across mainly white borne singly in leaf forks from
February to November. The fruit is yellow to orange
berries 1-3cm across enclosed in sticky green bracts
(net-like) — suspected toxic with cyanic acid.
Identification of Stinking Passion Flower (Photo: Land For Wildlife SEQ)
Spread: by birds and bats and found on forest
edges, coastal and disturbed areas. It is interesting
to note there appear to be no records for Fraser Island and only 14 for the whole of Wide Bay.

Control: Hand pull when soil moist or cut stump and remove all fruit.
Alternative Plants: Tape vine, Stephania rotunda, twining Guinea flower, Hibbertia scandens, native
sarsaparilla, Hardenbergia violacea, native red passion flower Passiflora aurantia var aurantia (found
commonly on the mainland to River Heads and Tin Can Bay).
Further information: DAF fact sheet
Article contributed by Juliet Musgrave, Fraser Coast Regional Council

Australian Biosphere Conference
Held at the Brolga Theatre, Maryborough, in March, the theme of the Australian Biosphere Conference was
“We are all Connected’ and provided an opportunity to showcase the Great Sandy Region and surrounds to
international, national and local delegates.
The Butchulla people, Traditional Owners of Maryborough and K’gari,
welcomed delegates to their country through a ceremonial smoking
ceremony, traditional dancing and a sand art demonstration. The opening
address by Honourable Leeanne Enoch, Minister for Environment and the
Great Barrier Reef, Minister for Science and Minister for the Arts, set the
scene for an information-filled conference focussing on sustainability and
innovation.
Keynote speakers Meriem Bouamrame (UNESCO’s Division of Ecological and
Earth Sciences “Man and the Biosphere”, Costa Georgiadis (Gardening
Australia) and Peter Bridgewater (Adjunct Professor at the University of
Canberra and Chair of the Australian Biosphere Reserve working group),
engaged their audience with discussions across the central theme of the
conference.
QPWS Rangers at the Australian
Biosphere Conference (Photo:
QPWS).

An insight into the environmental activities of our regional schools and the
importance of programs such as “Eco-Champions” and “Reef Guardians” in
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their curriculum was both inspiring and reassuring; as were insights into some of the sustainable and
innovative industry and agricultural-based initiatives in the region.
The main foyer of the Brolga was also a hub of activity, with exhibitors’ information stalls and Traditional
Owner artwork adding further interest to the conference.
Contributed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service & Partnerships

Vale Maree Prior
Sadly, FINIA also lost a second member, with the passing of artist and
conservationist Maree Prior on Sunday, March 17. It was a life
devastatingly cut short by a neuroendocrine tumour at the age of only
59.
Maree was a Life Member and previous Coordinator for Cooloola
Coastcare before taking on the role of coordinating FIDO’s Eurong
weed management activities.
She studied a Bachelor of Arts/Education at Newcastle before working
on a Thursday Island mission where she met Nick, the love of her life.
Maree was a passionate sailor and diver, who worked at the Maritime
Museum in Fremantle, WA on high-profile archaeology projects such as
the Pandora Expedition, HMS Sirius on Norfolk Island and two
Australian Bicentennial expeditions, before the couple married in 1989 and then relocated to Tin Can Bay
where the couple’s two daughters, Bonnie (26) and Kelly (24), were raised.
An active member of the Tin Can Bay community, Maree took her passion for the area’s wallum and
wetlands into the local school and into local politics, where she served for a time as a councillor.
An advocate for the environment, she was never afraid to give it a voice through her art or work.
Our heartfelt condolences and love go to Nick, Bonnie and Kelly and members of Maree’s community.
Maree, you will be missed.

Thank You to Our Sponsors!
As many of you would be aware, the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance (FINIA) is a non-incorporated,
not-for-profit, umbrella organisation for its partners. As a non-incorporated organisation, we rely on our
partners to support our activities for the Fraser Island (K’gari) World Heritage site, with no dedicated
funding to support our meetings, administration and barge transfers.
Without this generosity, FINIA’s activities would be far more challenging, so we would like to acknowledge
the following sponsors for their generous support:

Fraser Coast Regional Council – who provide a venue for our meetings.
Lower Mary River Land & Catchment Care Group – who sponsored the catering for the February meeting
Kingfisher Bay Resort Group – who support many of our on-ground activities with subsidised barge fees.
Automattic - sponsors of the FINIA Website – helping us to make K’gari (Fraser Island) a better place.
Add to this our amazing contributors, volunteers and donors—a special place attracts truly special people.
Thanks to you all for making FINIA work.
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Dates for the Diary
What:
Where:
When:
For:
Cost:
More info:
What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:
More info:

What:
Where:
When:
For:

Cost:
More info:

What:
Where:
When:
For:
Cost:
More info:

Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance Meetings
Town Hall, Maryborough
Tuesday 13 August and Tuesday 12 November
For all FINIA members and supporters. Quarterly meetings are a great chance to catch up and
share what’s happening or should be happening on Fraser Island (K’gari).
Free (although we always appreciate a sponsor for morning tea and/or afternoon tea).
Please contact the Chair, Sue Sargent on 0429 462 041 or email contactfinia@gmail.com.
Bush Regeneration and Monitoring
Happy Valley, Fraser Island
9-15 June and 27 October-2 November (Sunday to Saturday)
Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation in and around Happy
Valley. A group of up to 8 will share “Kurrawa”, a comfortable holiday house in the centre of
Happy Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous
seeds, Abrus prectorius Var. Africanus that is heavily impacting on the vegetation but isn’t
found anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus is coming under control, the team will be
increasingly turning to eliminate large woody weeds Easter Cassia and Lantana. Fitness is
needed to carry heavy chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain.
$300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au. To make a booking via Eventbrite, please
click on the link for the date(s) of interest above. For concessions, please pay the full $300 and
then apply for a $100 refund from FIDO.
Bush Regeneration and Monitoring
Eurong, Fraser Island
21-27 July and 13-19 October (Sunday to Saturday)
FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding-bush regeneration programs in Eurong since
2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced weed threats.
Based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, work will focus on
weeding, bush regeneration, building the capacity of the Eurong nursery and continuing FIDO’s
on-going environmental monitoring programs. The program will be led by Suzanne Wilson and
is supported by Eurong Resort, providing dinner for the volunteers each night.
$300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au. To make a booking via Eventbrite, please
click on the link for the date(s) of interest above. For concessions, please pay the full $300 and
then apply for a $100 refund from FIDO.
8th Biennial K’gari (Fraser Island) Conference
University of the Sunshine Coast (Fraser Coast Campus), Hervey Bay
Saturday 31 August
Community, Culture and Collaborations – this event is a collaboration between the Butchulla
Aboriginal Corporation and the Fraser Island Defenders Organisation.
TBA
For more information and links to the registration page, please watch the FIDO website for
more information.
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Funding Opportunities
What:
For:
When:
Email:
Phone:
Website:

What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

What:
For:

When:
Phone:
Email:
Website:

Gambling Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide
community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community.
Round 101 is now open and closes at 11.59pm on 31 May 2019.
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/communitybenefit-funding-programs
Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living
environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building
(training) and research/science. NWF has funded projects ranging from supporting local
communities to maintain or restore habitat; to the production of education kits; and the
publication and dissemination of research information.
Opens 1 July 2019 (funding in August 2019)
(03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer
beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship
Founded by Dick Smith, each quarter up to $15,000 is made available for Australian Geographic
Society Project Grants. Funding provided by the Society for Project Sponsorship targets all four
Project Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment. The society also offers
seed grants between $500 and $3000.
Applications are now taken throughout the year for sponsorship rounds.
(02) 9263 9825
society@ausgeo.com.au
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-forsponsorship
The Mullum Trust
Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental
outcomes. Grants are available from $100 to $10,000. Projects with specific localised
environmental outcomes are preferred, although projects which are locally based but have
far-reaching impacts are also encouraged.
Ongoing
Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658
rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
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