
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Fire Recovery, QPWS Monitoring Program. 

Field assessment of the impact of the K’gari 
wildfire on ecological values, particularly 
vegetation communities, was undertaken from 
31 January to 12 February by the Department of 
Environment and Science ecologists, local 
Rangers, and Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation 
staff. The purpose of the field assessment was 
to ground-truth the draft fire extent and 
severity mapping to further refine it and 
examine the impacts to ecological values to 
inform future management, including 
monitoring and research effort. 

The majority of the vegetation communities on 
K’gari are fire-adapted, with species having one 
or more mechanisms for surviving and/or 
recovering from fire. The latter being most 
common in ecosystems that are highly resilient 
even to intense fire. 

Regeneration is occurring across the fire ground, 
including sites where the fire severity was 

extreme (see Box 1). For example, epicormic regrowth and seedlings of canopy species in ‘heathy’ woodlands 
and open forests dominated by Banksia aemula (wallum banksia) and Eucalyptus racemosa (scribbly gum) 
are common to abundant (Figs 1 & 2).  
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As this newsletter goes to press, FINIA’s 
stakeholders are preparing for their annual field 
trip to K’gari, visiting sites, learning from each 
other and challenging ourselves to do better. 

And do better we must. With increasing impacts 
from climate change, bushfires, and biosecurity - 
with weeds, pests and diseases like myrtle rust, 
K’gari is being challenged as never before. 

Working collaboratively, we are stronger. Thank 
you to all our partners and volunteers. 

The Editor 

 

Fig. 1 Banksia aemula (wallum banksia) community (fire severity – extreme) near 
Moon Point. Epicormic resprouting is abundant on the wallum banksia and a 
range of woody and herbaceous species are resprouting from rootstock (refer 
Fig. 2) and underground such as tubers and rhizomes. (Photo: R. Melzer) 
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Resprouting is common and widespread in the open to tall open 
forests and seedlings of canopy species, such as Eucalyptus 
pilularis (blackbutt), Eucalyptus resinifera (red mahogany) and 
Lophostemon confertus (brush box), are common in the open 
ground created by the fire.  

Regeneration in the fens and other peat-based swamps is 
advanced in most cases with dominant woody species (e.g. 
Banksia robur (swamp banksia), Leptospermum liversidgei 
(swamp may) resprouting from the base. Herbaceous species 
such as sedges, rushes and forbs, e.g. Drosera spp. (sundews) 
are also resprouting from underground organs such as 
rhizomes and bulbs (Figs 4 & 5).  

Flowering is well underway in these systems. We were 
treated to an abundance of blooms from various species, e.g. 
Drosera binata (forked sundew) Fig. 6, Hibbertia salicifolia, 
Stylidium spp. (trigger plants) Fig. 7, and Burmannia disticha 
Fig. 8.  

The near-threatened Litoria cooloolensis (Cooloola sedgefrog) and vulnerable frog species Crinia tinnula 
(wallum froglet), Litoria olongburensis (wallum sedgefrog) and Litoria freycineti (wallum rocketfrog) were 
found within these regenerating wetlands.  

Rainforests, which are fire-
sensitive, appear to have escaped 
relatively unharmed, with less than 
1% recorded as fire affected. A 
range of rainforest species within 
the understorey of open to tall 
open eucalypt forests are also 
resprouting. 

 

The foredune complex 
includes fire-sensitive 
communities, particularly 
the Casuarina equisetifolia 
(coastal she-oak) 
woodlands-open 
woodlands.  

The foredune complex 
has been significantly 
impacted in places (Fig. 9), and full recovery is expected to be slow, particularly in the coastal she-oak 
communities. Nevertheless, a range of species are resprouting strongly from the rootstock, e.g. Austromyrtus 
dulcis (midjim berry) and/or stems and seedlings of some species are common (e.g. Acacia spp.) (Fig. 10). 
Recent rains will further assist the recovery process.  

Fig. 2 (Same site as Fig. 1). Photo includes seedings of 
Banksia aemula, Acacia sp., Ricinocarpus pinifolius 
(wedding bush) and Austromyrtus dulcis (midgen berry) 
resprouting from rootstock. (Photo R. Melzer) 

Box 1. QPWS definitions for fire severity mapping. 
Extreme: full canopy consumption 
High: full canopy scorch ± partial consumption 
Moderate: partial canopy scorch 
Low: unburnt canopy 

 

Fig 3. Eucalyptus racemosa (scribbly gum) woodland (fire 
severity: high to extreme). Epicormic regrowth on woody 
species including scribbly gum; abundant regeneration in 
the ground stratum including woody species, Pteridium 
esculentum (bracken fern), Dianella sp. (blue flax lily) and 
sedges. (Photo: J. Augusteyn) 

 

Left: Fig 4 Banksia robur (swamp banksia) and Gahnia sieberiana (sword sedge) swamp, Bullock 
Road, Moon Point (fire severity – high to extreme). Right: Fig 5 Drosera binata (forked sundew) 
and Empodisma minus (spreading rope rush; peat forming sedge) are resprouting prolifically in 
burnt swamps.  

 

 

 

Figs 6-8 (left to right): Post-fire flowering of Drosera binata, Stylidium sp. (trigger plant) and Burmannia 
disticha in swamps. (Photos: R. Melzer) 
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Acoustic recording devices have been deployed in regenerating areas to ‘listen’ for and record rare and 
threatened species, including acid frogs and ground parrot. Recorded data will be shared with other 
conservation groups working on evidence-based species of concern distribution mapping.  

Contributed by the Natural Resource Management Team (K’gari), QPWS&P  

Biosecurity Planning for Conservation: K’gari Case Study 

Identifying the best management strategies for keeping new invasive pests and diseases out of K’gari can be 
mindbogglingly difficult.  Some pests are more likely to arrive than others, but the damage they’ll do might 
be less.  Some pests might arrive via people, boats, and planes. Others may be carried by the wind or hidden 
in landscape supplies and packaging. Some pests are easy to eradicate or control if they do make it to the 
island.  For others, we’re near helpless in limiting damage. 

The options available to managers to reduce biosecurity risk include quarantine measures, public education, 
and search and destroy.  The merit of options depends on our understanding of the likelihood of entry, 
establishment and spread of priority pests and pathogens and the consequences of their spread, with and 
without different management intervention. 

FINIA representatives recently wrestled with these ideas 
in a dedicated workshop held on the island.  Insights 
helped build a decision-making framework for use in 
biosecurity planning on K’gari and elsewhere.  The 
framework helps managers navigate the many and 
challenging cause-and-effect and value judgments 
needed to identify effective and targeted action.  

At the workshop, we thought through the best strategy 
for a small subset of pests and pathogens (the weeds 
bitou bush and cat’s claw, mosquito fish, and the fungal 
pathogen Phytophthora).  The exercise was designed to road test the framework.   

To inform priority investments for biosecurity on K’gari, we’ll extend the framework and analyses over the 
next couple of months to the full worry list of species shown in the accompanying box (right). 

Contributed by Dr Terry Walshe, Centre of Excellence for Biosecurity Risk Analysis, University of Melbourne 

Left: Fig. 9 Patch of foredune complex (top right) that has been 
subjected to extreme fire severity, Maheno Beach. Right: Fig. 10 
Resprouting Acacia sp. (lime green) and Austromyrtus dulcis 
(midgen berry; green and pink-tinged foliage) in foredune 
complex subjected to extreme fire severity, Maheno Beach. 
(Photos: R. Melzer). 

Left: Fig. 11 Staff deploying acoustic BAR 
recording devices in the northern section of 
Wathumba swamp complex subjected to 
moderate fire severity and right: Fig. 12 An 
acoustic listening device deployed in Banksia 
robur (swamp banksia)/Gahnia sieberiana 
(sword sedge) swamp, Moon Point (fire severity 
– high to extreme).  (Photos: R. Melzer). 



Early Colonisers after Fire 

A small group of FIDO members visited K’gari in mid-
January to see the impact of the fire.  

Remember the children’s storybook - The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar? Well, K’gari had droves of them! 

Although epicormic shoots were appearing from some 
eucalypts and other species, things were still pretty 
grim. This first sign of life was met with more life, as 
swarms of looper caterpillars moved in on the new 
shoots and, in many instances, stripped the new shoots bare! 

Looper caterpillars look like leeches as they walk, arching up and stretching out. They turn into moths, with 
bark-coloured wings that lie flat on the abdomen. To identify the species, you have to raise them to 
adulthood. 

It’s just amazing that the parents survived the fire and very rapidly laid millions of eggs as soon as the first 
shoots appeared. They, in turn, were no doubt welcomed and consumed by birds and other predators. And 
so the web of life goes on. 

Contributed by Peter Shooter, FIDO 

K’gari Great Walk – Clearing the Way 

The K’gari (Fraser Island) Great Walk hails as one of 
Australia’s most iconic walks and a must-do for any avid 
hiker’s bucket list.   

The walk takes you on a journey through a diverse array of 
landscapes, including open forests and scribbly gum 
(Eucalyptus racemosa) woodland, vast expanses of sand 
dunes and the imposingly tall, closed forests of the Valley 
of the Giants.    

Home to such beauties as the forests of blackbutt 
(Eucalyptus pilularis), piccabeen palms (Archontophoenix 

cunninghamiana), and the ancient satinay (Syncarpia hillii); these majestic delights, housed atop an 
everchanging bed of sand, are vulnerable to the constant rigours of coastal environments. 

In these past few months, QPWS Rangers at Eurong have been busy clearing the track along the much-loved 
walk, now open to the Winnam Access track, including the impressive Valley of the Giants.  

The photos below show the Rangers’ journey along the K’gari Great Walk.  

Contributed by Di Bowman, QPWS&P, K’gari 

Take the road less travelled via the K’gari Great Walk (Photos: A Dennis and D Novak)  
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Happy Valley Community Planning Day 

The Bushfire Event of 7 December 2020 demonstrated how a resilient community working together with a 
well-conceived plan could achieve outcomes against all odds.  

The day following the fire, we held a Community Debriefing session. Our President, Russell Postle, noted 
that “we are a powerful, engaged community and need to work to improve facilities in Happy Valley and 
develop a shared vision for our Town”. It was agreed we should hold a “Community Planning Day” on 13 
March. 

Community consultation was essential to ensure that the planning day was constructive, and Elspeth 
Murray organised a survey of members. The survey was sent to members, and 116 responses received, 
including representatives of all 45 privately-owned properties bar one (due to ill health). 

An Issues Paper was prepared and distributed for the meeting. 

Invitations to attend were sent to many stakeholders. On the day, we had 60 community members and 13 
stakeholders, including our Mayor, George Seymour; Deputy Mayor, Darren Everard; new Local member, 

Adrian Tantari, Council CEO, Ken Diehm; Council 
Executives Gerard Carlyon, Brendan Guy, Mark 
Vanner, Umur Natus-Yildiz; QFES, Shaune Toohey; 
QPWS, Marc Dargusch; QPS, Shane Fitzpatrick; QAS, 
Paul Clackett; and FIDO, Peter Shooter. The BAC was a 
last-minute apology due to a family health issue. 

Russell Murray professionally facilitated the meeting, 
and we were aiming to get a high-level agreement on 
the need for, and key aspects of, a Town Plan for 
Happy Valley. By achieving agreement on key aspects 

of the Plan, we could start the research, planning and negotiations needed to ensure our village remains 
resilient and viable into the future. 

The meeting was a voyage of education and understanding, where we enjoyed great open discussion and 
sharing. Some of the key outcomes: 

1. Unanimous agreement on the need to preserve the unique village-like atmosphere of Happy Valley. 
2. Unanimous agreement to work towards the legal recognition of Happy Valley as a township and the 

allocation of that part of the USL within the R14 Town Reserve necessary for the long-term 
requirements and benefit of the Happy Valley community. 

3. Strong support for the need to develop a new Town Plan for recognition and approval by all levels of 
government. 

4. Agreement on many issues such as boarding of roads, drainage, sewerage, water supply, parking, safe 
pedestrian access, traffic flows, people-friendly shared spaces, relocation of the waste transfer station, 
community becoming more involved in the maintenance of public areas, weed control, and public 
walking tracks. 

5. That the good work in hazard mitigation would be maintained, including support for the Happy Valley 
Hazard Reduction & Bushfire Management Plan, regular maintenance of all fire breaks and bushfire 
buffer zones and installation of more water tanks for fire purposes. 

6. That Happy Valley is an emergency service hub and that a plan be developed. 

The Fraser Coast Council CEO, Ken Diehm, summed up at the end of the meeting: “After 35 years in Local 
Government, this is my first experience of being in a Community planning meeting organised by the 
community. Congratulations. You have demonstrated great passion, pride and ownership of the Issues. The 
most important issues, as I see it: Village Character; and the need for legal recognition of the Town. Fraser 
coast is a big Local Government area, and we try to build better communities. And you are doing it. It is 
sometimes hard to know what the issues are for a community, and we have had a crash course today. We 

Participants at the Happy Valley Community Planning Day (Photo: 
HVCA) 
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can’t commit to funding all of the issues you have raised, but with great vision and working at all levels of 
government, we can address many of the issues over a period of time.” 

If anyone would like a full copy of the minutes, contact the Secretary, Scott Bell. 

Contributed by Scott Bell, Happy Valley Community Association 

Butchulla Rangers and Trainees Helping K’gari Grow  

FIDO’s February Bush Regeneration trip had a particular focus, hosting 
four Butchulla Conservation and Land management trainees, Jymara 
Burns, Sharneeka Doyle, Chase Chapman, Dakota Broome and their 
Supervisor Bob Broome. 

The purpose of the visit was to learn as much as possible about the 
Eurong Plant Nursery.  

Suzanne hosted them at the nursery and in the field, and they learnt 
about seed collection. The team also collected vegetive plant material 
to grow plants from cuttings.  The seeds were cleaned and sowed, and 
the cuttings prepared and placed in trays to produce new plants. The 
students also learnt some plant names and recorded the species 
propagated for future reference. We talked about the many resources 
for identifying plants and weeds and about the App. iNaturalist and its 
role in recording K’gari’s diversity. 

Su Dawson had the students assist in removing corky passion 
vine located at Central Station. They helped weed and plant 
a new garden Su is establishing at the Beach entrance to 
Eurong. We also discussed Eurong’s most prevalent weeds, 
and a variety of removal methods were practised. 

Much learning was had by all involved, and we look forward 
to seeing what the future holds for these young trainees. 

“May we continue to work together for the love of K’gari.”  

Contributed by Suzanne Wilson, FIDO 

Happy Valley weeds on the run, but the battle never ends!  

Fraser Island Defenders Organisation (FIDO) started attacking 
weeds at Happy Valley as far back as before 2006. Peter Shooter 
first went there with a group of volunteers from Greening 
Australia in 2006, under the leadership of Andrew Sinclair. He 
recalls removing vast amounts of Easter cassia (Senna pendula 
var. glabrata) and umbrella trees (Schefflera actinophylla) 
around the village.  

Irregular weeding trips continued up to 2013 when it was 
observed that crab’s eye (Abrus precatorius subsp. africanus) 
had become a serious problem. 

John Sinclair, Su Dawson and FIDO volunteers set up eradication 
trials for crab’s eye around the Rotary shed area. The trials 

Collecting plant material suitable for 
propagation. L-R Jymara, Lea, Sharneeka, 
Chase, Dakota and Suzanne (Photo: FIDO). 

Working together to restore country L-R Chase, Rachel, Bob, 
Joyce, Jymara, Su, Sharneeka and Dakota (Photo: FIDO). 

L-R: Peter Shooter, Myles Broom, Blayde Foley, 
Chris Breitenbach, Larry Hohenhaus, Sandra Naidoo 
and Navin Naidoo at FIDO’s Happy Valley weeding 
trip in March 2021 (Photo: FIDO) 
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included digging out and hand removal, cutting off/painting cut stems with 100% Roundup (Glyphosate 
360g/L) and foliage spraying with 1% Roundup. 

Digging and hand removal proved a complete failure, as the plant re-grew vigorously from roots left in the 
ground. While the cut and paint technique was effective, it was impractical given the magnitude of the 
problem. Foliage spray was highly successful and subsequently adopted as FIDO’s primary weapon for crab’s 
eye control. 

Happy Valley was very badly weed-infested at that time, with a range of 
weeds, and concern mounted as the invasive crab’s eye become widespread 
in and around the township. It was thought to be the Australian subspecies 
(Abrus precatorius var precatorius). This Australian plant does not extend 
further South than Gladstone naturally and is not an aggressive invader. 

The plant was then identified as the African subspecies, almost certainly 
brought to Happy Valley as a garden plant. It was, by then, out of control, 
with the population extending well away from the village into the 
Unallocated State Land (USL) surrounding the village. It was highly invasive. 

Crab’s eye is an attractive climber with compound fern-like leaves and 
spectacular bright red and black clusters of seeds that can remain on the 
plant for more than a year. It will extend to 100% ground cover in open 
areas, smothering all the native vegetation. It extends well into the canopy 
of shrubs and trees, again smothering them out by blocking out sunlight. 

As plants have turned up across the landscape, we assume the seeds are 
spread in bird droppings. To the best of our knowledge, crab’s eye is 
restricted to in and around Happy Valley on K’gari. We want to prevent it 
from extending into the National Park, and worse still, becoming established 
at other locations on the island. It is our number one target weed. 

A concerted attack on weeds at Happy Valley commenced in 2014 with four 
week-long trips per year, which has continued up to the present. Most trips 
consist of five volunteers, but sometimes we have had up to 12. 

FIDO has done extensive surveying and GPS recording of Abrus locations 
across the approximately 250ha of USL.  Abrus is eliminated by hand pulling 
small plants and foliar spraying larger ones. The population is now a small 
fraction of when we commenced this work, but we are still finding 
outbreaks. Continual follow up is necessary, as the seed has a hard seed coat, 
and our observation is it can remain viable in the soil for several years. 

Seed collection is a central element of FIDO’s eradication program. The success of our program can be seen 
from the number of seed pods we have removed over time. On early trips, we were removing up to ten large 
black plastic bin liner bags of pods per trip. This has decreased to less than a standard shopping bag, and on 
our last trip in March 2021, we removed just 1.3Kg. 

Weeds, Easter cassia, and lantana (Lantana 
camara) are widespread on K’gari. Both are 
from Central and South America, and again 
both are garden escapees. Both have 
attractive and abundant flowers.  

Over the years, FIDO has massively reduced 
the density of both these weeds around 

Crab’s eye creeper at Happy Valley 
(Photo: FIDO) 

Crab’s eye – note the multiple red 
seed pods and inset (Photos: FIDO) 

The attractive flowers of Easter cassia (left) and lantana (right).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:LantanaFlowerLeaves.jpg
https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Images/senna_pendula_var._glabrata/sennapendulaglabrata26.jpg
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Happy Valley. There is all but none left inside the dingo fence in the areas we control, and with the 
cooperation of owners, there is practically none left on private property. 

This work has extended right across the 250ha of land where FIDO is permitted to work. In some areas 
(notably East of the Yidney Rocks bypass Road), these plants were so dense it was impossible to walk through. 
Both had scrambled well into the canopy of native trees. In many cases, these had then fallen over and rooted 
where they came in contact with the ground. Through a long process, FIDO pulled weeds out where we could, 
cut them off at the base, and treated them with a herbicide (previously 100% Roundup, now Vigilant gel). 
There are now large areas of lovely open forest where once there was a tangled, impenetrable mess. There 
is still lots of work to do, but we are making great progress. By removing the cassia and lantana, we can access 
the crab’s eye scattered throughout the area. 

We have had a series of “Cassia Blitzes” over the years in March and April. They are in full bloom then, as the 
name Easter cassia implies, and are easy to detect. We have eradicated a large area south of the village, 
opposite Sailfish of recent years.  

For over a year now, we have had the pleasure of having Butchulla Land and 
Sea Rangers (BLSR) working with us. This has been of great benefit to FIDO, 
our volunteers and the Rangers.  

We share the love of Country. 

Regrettably, there have been a couple of incursions of crab’s eye into the 
National Park, and together with the BLSR, we have eliminated it in all but 
one area at Yidney. Yidney is of special significance to the Butchulla people. 
Rangers Myles Broom and Blayde Foley recently performed a ceremony on-
site calling on the spirits of their Butchulla ancestors to protect and guide us 
as we worked together to rid their country of weeds.  

While crab’s eye, Easter cassia and lantana are the three main weeds on our 
radar at Happy Valley, there are plenty more.  

These include three tree species. They are beach almond, umbrella trees, both from North Queensland and 
broad-leafed pepper trees from South America. Seeds in bird droppings spread all three, and while not in 
dense communities, they are widely spread. We control them all by cut and paste with Vigilant gel herbicide. 

Before and after – above South of Happy Valley (opposite Sailfish) prior to Cassia Blitz, note yellow cassia flowers and below, 12 months after the Cassia 
Blitz, note no cassia flowers (Photos: FIDO) 

Myles Broom and Blayde Foley 
performing Butchulla ceremony at 
Yidney (Photo: FIDO) 
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Weeding is never-ending. Many of the species we seek to control have long-
lived seeds that persist in the soil. To be effective, you have to commit to long 
term work. Preventing seed set by not allowing plants to reach maturity and 
set more seeds is most important. Collecting any seeds that do set is equally 
important. 

So, weeding never ends, but FIDO, with the support of our volunteers and 
partners, is up to the task! 

Contributed by Peter Shooter, FIDO  

FINIA is all about helping hands… 

Late last year, FINIA joined the University of Queensland’s Cane 
Toad Challenge (CTC). A citizen science initiative, the CTC was 
designed to fast-track access to innovative cane toad trapping 
technology invented by researchers from the University of Sydney 
and University of Queensland. The technology uses natural cane 
toad attractant chemistry (with a trap) to capture and remove cane 
toad tadpoles.   

BAC Biosecurity Officer, Tilly Davis, invited Lower Mary River Land 
and Catchment Care Group’s Don and Lesley Bradley to talk to the 
Butchulla Land and Sea Ranger Trainees and Supervisor, Bob 
Broome about cane toads and the CTC. Participants then built traps 
that will be used to trial the CTC’s BufoTabs on Butchulla Country.  

The activity was one of the last tasks completed by the trainees before completing their six-month 
traineeships in Conservation and Land Management (Certificate I), along with attaining a White Card and 
additional qualifications in First Aid & CPR, ACDC,  and Chainsaw (Level 1) - Trim and Cut Felled Trees through 
the program.  
 
We congratulate all the Butchulla CALM trainees: Jymara Burns, Sharneeka Doyle, Chase Chapman, and 
Dakota Broome (along with Raymond Burns and Tessa Waia, Certificate I in Business) for completing the 
Skilling Queenslanders for Work program and wish them every success with their chosen careers.  

Contributed by Sue Sargent, FINIA 

Hot off the press: Six Lessons from K’gari  

Recently published in the Australian Zoologist is the paper: Best-practice in dingo management – six lessons 
from K’gari (Fraser Island) by Linda Behrendorff.  
 
Abstract: Canids across the world are involved in negative interactions 
between humans and their interests, with numerous examples of conflict 
management. K’gari (Fraser Island) and its dingo population are well known 
for the human-dingo conflict in the tourism and residential scenes.  
 
In this article, the successful management of such interactions is described 
through six key lessons learnt from over 20 years of adaptive management 
and its evolution into the current Fraser Island Dingo Conservation and Risk 
Management Strategy.  
 
These are (1) focus on people first, (2) understand local dingo ecology, (3) 
identify the pathway to intervention, (4) target dingo impacts and prioritise 
behaviours and individuals, (5) work to a strategy (adaptive management), 

Lessons from K’gari (Photo: Chris 
Barnes)  

Volunteer Chris Breitenbach with 
felled umbrella tree – note blue 
Vigilant gel on stump (Photo: FIDO) 

Butchulla Land & Sea Ranger Trainees Sharneeka 
Doyle, Jymara Burns and Chase Chapman work 
alongside BLSR Biosecurity Officer, Tilly Davis and 
Lower Mary River Land and Catchment Care 
Group’s Don Bradley (Photo: Lesley Bradley). 
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and (6) collaborate and engage with external stakeholders. This best-practice approach may be useful to 
managers of other populations of canids. 
 
Although not currently available on open access, you can access and purchase the full paper here.  

Prevent-A-Pest: Prohibited invasive plants: Senegalia insuavis (cha-om) 

A native of India, Burma and possibly Thailand, Laos and Cambodia, cha-om was first recorded in Queensland 
in 2001 near Innisfail. To date, it has mainly been recorded in gardens. However, if it were to escape from 
cultivation, it can form thorny thickets, resulting in serious impacts to pastures and grazing areas and 
potentially beef production. It may invade disturbed habitats, particularly moist areas on the margins of 
rainforest, and can invade natural ecosystems. For these reasons, the introduction, keeping, releasing and 
supplying of this species is prohibited.  

Cha-om is a fast-growing shrub or scrambling vine which can reach a height of 5 m (Fig. 1).  

Its leaves are finely bipinnate (Fig. 2) with small leaflets and scattered prickles along its branchlets and stem. 
The petiole (leaf stalk) has a large gland at its base, visible to the naked eye (Fig. 3). The leaves, stems and 
flowers have a very strong, unpleasant smell. Flowers are cream to yellow, and the seed pods are flattened. 

Cha-om looks similar to and is a close relative of two native species, Senegalia pennata subsp. kerrii (listed as 
‘vulnerable’) and Senegalia albizioides (‘near threatened’). Senegalia pennata subsp. kerrii is a climbing vine 
with hooked prickles known only from Cape York, north of Bamaga. It lacks the pungent odour of cha-
om. Senegalia albizioides is also a climbing vine that occurs from Innisfail north to Cape York. It has broader 
leaflets and again lacks the odour of cha-om.  

Cha-om can be confused with other non-native members of the Mimosaceae family, such as Leucaena 
(Leucaena leucocephala) and the common sensitive plant (Mimosa pudica). Leucaena is a tall shrub that lacks 
prickles and a strong odour. The common sensitive plant is a spreading herb to 45 cm height with pink flowers 
and leaves that close up when touched. Poinciana (Delonix regia, Caesalpiniaceae) also has similar looking 
leaves but grows into a large tree with red flowers, no thorns and is without a distinctive odour. 
 
If you think you have seen (or smelled) cha-om growing in your region, please contact the Queensland 
Herbarium on (07) 3199 7671, email a photograph to the Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au or contact 
Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23. 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
 

As many of you would be aware, the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance (FINIA) is a non-incorporated, 
not-for-profit umbrella organisation for its partners.  As a non-incorporated organisation, we rely on our 
partners to support our activities for the Fraser Island (K’gari) World Heritage site, with no dedicated funding 
to support our meetings, administration and barge transfers.  Without this generosity, FINIA’s activities 
would be far more challenging, so we would like to acknowledge the following sponsors for their generous 
support: 

https://doi.org/10.7882/AZ.2021.001
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Fraser Coast Regional Council – who provide meeting venues. 
Sealink Kingfisher Bay – who sponsor barge fares. 
The University of the Sunshine Coast – who subsidise 
accommodation at Dilli Village.  

 
Groups and organisations - that sponsor catering for meetings. Add to this our amazing contributors, 
volunteers and donors—K’gari is a special place that attracts truly special people.  Thanks to you all for 
making FINIA work.   

Dates for the Diary 
 
What:  Bush Regeneration and Monitoring  
Where: Eurong, Fraser Island  
When:  2-8 May, 1-7 August and 31 October to 6 November (Sunday to Saturday).   
For: FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding –bush regeneration programs in Eurong since 

2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced the weed 
threats there. Based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, work will 
focus on weeding, bush regeneration, building the Eurong nursery’s capacity, and continuing 
FIDO’s ongoing environmental monitoring programs. The program is supported by Eurong 
Resort, providing dinner for the volunteers each night. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   
 
What:  Cooloola Bioblitz 2021 
Where: Cooloola National Park  
When:  14-16 May 2021  
For: After a cancellation in 2020, the Cooloola Bioblitz is back in 2021. Join scientists and Cooloola 

Coastcare volunteers for 48 hours of nature! The BioBlitz is an intense biological survey to 
expand all the plant and animal species’ records within the Cooloola Coast. Scientists, 
naturalists and volunteers like you survey in small groups. No natural history expertise is 
required, with experienced mentors and leaders accompanying all the teams on their field 
excursions to help find, identify and document as many species as possible and provide 
information. Suitable for teens to retirees. 

Cost:  TBA - a small cost will be charged to assist with administration.  
More info: Check out the website https://www.cooloolacoastcare.org.au/projects/bioblitz    
 
What:  FINIA K’gari Field Trip  
Where: K’gari-Fraser Island  
When:  Monday 17 – Tuesday 18 May 2021 
For: For all FINIA members and supporters.  The 2-day FINIA Field Trip will take in several sites 

where there are planned or ongoing activities.     
Cost:  Self-funded 
More info: Please contact the Chair, Sue Sargent, on 0429 462 041 or email contactfinia@gmail.com.   
 
What: Weed Management   
Where: Happy Valley, Fraser Island  
When:  6-12 June, 4-10 July and 14-20 November  
For: Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation around Happy Valley. 

A group of up to 8 will share “Kurrawa”, a comfortable holiday house in the Centre of Happy 
Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous seeds, 
Abrus prectorius Var. Africanus. This weed is heavily impacting the vegetation but isn’t found 
anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus is coming under control, the team will increasingly 
turn to eliminate large woody weeds Easter Cassia and Lantana. Fitness is needed to carry 
heavy chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   

mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
https://www.cooloolacoastcare.org.au/projects/bioblitz
mailto:contactfinia@gmail.com
mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
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What: Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance Meeting 
Where: Town Hall, Maryborough  
When:  Tuesday 17 August, 10am to 2pm 
For: For all FINIA members and supporters.  Quarterly meetings are a great chance to catch up and 

share what’s happening or should be happening on Fraser Island (K’gari).     
Cost:  FREE (although we always appreciate a sponsor for morning tea or lunch).   
More info: Please contact the Chair, Sue Sargent, on 0429 462 041 or email contactfinia@gmail.com.   

Funding Opportunities 
 
What: Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
For: One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide 

community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community. To increase access 
to funding, the GCBF offer five funding rounds a year.  

When: Round 110 opens on 1 May and will close at 11.59 pm on 30 June 2021.  
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au  
Phone: (07) 3247 4284 
Website:  http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-

benefit-funding-programs  
 
What: Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme 
For:  Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living 

environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora 
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the 
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building 
(training) and research/science.   

When: Next round opens 1st July 2021 (funding released August 2021) 
Phone:  (03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer  
Email:  beth@nwf.org.au  
Website:  http://www.nwf.org.au/  
 
What: Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship  
For: Founded by Dick Smith, each quarter up to $15,000 is made available for Australian Geographic 

Society Project Grants. Funding provided by the Society for Project Sponsorship targets all four 
Project Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment.  The society also offers 
seed grants between $500 and $3000.   

When: Applications are now taken throughout the year for sponsorship rounds. 
Phone: (02) 9263 9825 
Email:  society@ausgeo.com.au 
Website: http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-

sponsorship  
 
What: The Mullum Trust 
For: Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental 

outcomes.   Grants are available from $100 to $10,000.  Projects with specific localised 
environmental outcomes are preferred, although locally based projects but have far-reaching 
impacts are also encouraged. 

When: Ongoing 
Phone: Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658 
Email: rneoh@deloitte.com.au   
Website: http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/ 

mailto:contactfinia@gmail.com
mailto:cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
mailto:beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
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