
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did we learn? The K’gari Bushfire Review 

In late May, the Inspector-General Emergency Management’s review report and the government’s response 
to the K’gari (Fraser Island) bushfires were tabled in State Parliament. The government response states that 
all 38 of the report’s recommendations were supported or supported in principle. 

The Inspector-General Emergency Management (IGEM) Alistair Dawson said one of the IGEM’s critical, 
ongoing roles is to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of disaster management arrangements in 
Queensland. 
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It was great to be back on K’gari with so many 
stakeholders for our annual FINIA field trip in May. 
It was particularly exciting to see so many new 
organisations represented as FINIA partners.  

Seeing the fire damage and recovery for ourselves 
was a confronting reminder of how our climate is 
changing and how increasing biosecurity and 
weed management protect the island’s integrity 
and resilience for the future.  

Thank you all for the work that you do. 

The Editor 

 

https://www.igem.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/K%27gari%20%28Fraser%20Island%29%20Bushfire%20Review%20Report%20v1.1.pdf
https://www.igem.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-05/K%E2%80%99gari%20%28Fraser%20Island%29%20Bushfire%20Review%20Report%20-%20Queensland%20Government%20Response.pdf
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During the review, the IGEM engaged with the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation, held a forum with the 
Butchulla people, conducted five community and business forums and considered 78 written submissions. In 
addition, the review team undertook extensive consultation with Queensland Fire and Emergency Services 
(QFES), the Queensland Police Service (QPS), the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) and the 
Fraser Coast Regional Council.  

“The review also highlighted examples of good practice and found opportunities for QFES and QPWS to better 
engage with relevant stakeholders, the Butchulla people and the community to plan and undertake hazard 
mitigation activities,” Mr Dawson said. 

QFES Acting Commissioner Mike Wassing said work was already underway with partner agencies and 
stakeholders to ensure recommendations were progressed. 

“We are always looking at ways to improve and are working to align action items from the report with work 
already underway,” Mr Wassing said. 

“QFES has seen significant improvements through all phases of bushfire including how we prevent, prepare, 
respond and recover, and a lot of the recommendations made in this report will build upon learnings and 
continuous improvement items we conduct year on year. This fire was different to most and extremely 
challenging, but the work of QFES and QPWS staff and volunteers, partner agencies, local tourism and 
business operators, and the community was incredible.” 

Fire and Emergency Services Minister Mark Ryan suggested it was important after any major emergency to 
evaluate the response, and the IGEM should be commended for this body of work. 

“The bushfires last year posed particular challenges given the nature of the terrain and the fact it was on a 
large sand island with mobile phone and internet blackspots. The fire covered nearly 85,000 hectares – just 
over half the island – and 30 different water-bombing aircraft dropped more than 13 million litres of water 
on the fire. Thankfully, there was no loss of human life. While there was no significant structural damage, 
there was an impact on the world heritage-listed island’s natural habitat and disruption to the local 
community, the Butchulla People and tourists who visit the island.” 

Firefighters, volunteers, government personnel, traditional owners and the local community worked 
together to battle the blaze that continued to burn for many weeks. 

“The 38 recommendations made in this report will help drive improvements for bushfire prevention, 
preparedness, response and recovery in the future, and I know QFES is already making this work a priority. 
While there are things we can improve on, the foundation is already there – our emergency services and 
their partner agencies are world-class. I commend them for their dedication to service and professionalism. 
Ensuring the safety of communities will continue to be a priority of the Queensland Government as we work 
to minimise the social, cultural, environmental and economic impacts of disasters in Queensland,” Minister 
Ryan said. 

Environment Minister Meaghan Scanlon said that it was standard practice to examine the response after 
every major incident and identify if anything could have been done differently. She added that QPWS would 
implement the recommendations tasked to it and work with other agencies to implement those where QPWS 
had a supporting role. 

“K’gari is a World Heritage-listed area, and we know how important this beautiful island is to Queenslanders. 
The report demonstrated the collaborative nature of the response – particularly the engagement with the 
island’s Traditional Owners, the Butchulla people. More training with a focus on incident command functions 
will be rolled out as part of our $16 million Enhanced Fire Management Project – and this project was 
highlighted in the report as part of a ‘good practice’ case study,” Minister Scanlon said. 

“QPWS will always strive for continual improvement and will work closely with QFES, the Butchulla People 
and the island community to implement the recommendations and look for opportunities to improve how 
we can work together, learn from each other and keep the people on K’gari safe.”  

Adapted from Queensland Government Media Statement  
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FINIA Partners Welcome Bushfire Review Recommendations 

The Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC (BAC) welcomed the IGEM K’gari Bushfire Review report and its 
recommendations.  The BAC, who made a lengthy submission to the Review Team and co-facilitated an IGEM 
Review workshop with the Butchulla community, was pleased to see many of their recommendations 
incorporated into the final report.    

 
“Participating in the Incident Management Team at the Incident 
Control Centre for the first time enabled the BAC to view the impacts 
of the bushfire and assess gaps in the management process,” said 
Veronica Bird, BAC General Manager.  
 
“The Butchulla community has expressed their concerns about the 
longer-term implications of the fire. Impacts to the island’s flora and 
fauna, lakes that were harvested for water, and pests and diseases 
inadvertently introduced from the mainland.” 
 
The Directors were encouraged to see that the report included 
Butchulla perspectives and aspirations for K’gari throughout the 
document.   
 

“We particularly welcome recommendation 8, that the BAC will be involved in the prescribed burn program 
and Fire Management practices with the Department of Science, progressing the reintroduction of cultural 
burns to K’gari,” stated Veronica Bird, BAC’s General Manager.   
 
Butchulla community involvement was identified in five recommendations (8, 9, 10, 26 and 29), including: 
 

• A collaborative review of firelines, tracks and trails on K’gari [9]; 

• The review of the Interagency Protocol for Fire Management [10]; 

• Engagement to source data to inform Predictive Services products [26]; and  

• Expansion of the K’gari Locality Specific Fire Management Group to include representatives of the 
Butchulla people [29].  

 
Sue Sargent, FINIA’s Chair, was also pleased to see the need to better recognise World Heritage values in 
Queensland’s fire management response.  
 
Recommendation 1 proposed a set of guiding principles that 
reflect a unified response to World Heritage-listed sites in 
Queensland be included in the Queensland State Disaster 
Management Plan and reflected in the Queensland Bushfire 
Plan. Recommendation 2 proposed the Queensland 
Government works with the Commonwealth Government to 
review the Project Agreement for World Heritage 
Management to ensure Queensland and Australia continue 
to meet their obligations under the World Heritage 
Convention to protect, conserve and present our World 
Heritage properties.  The Queensland Government adopted 
both recommendations.  
 
“It’s not enough to focus on life and property. To meet the terms of the World Heritage Convention, then we 
need to manage globally significant ‘natural infrastructure in a way that conserves these values for future 
generations,” Ms Sargent added.  

Contributed by Veronica Bird on behalf of the BAC and Sue Sargent on behalf of FINIA  
 

The Incident Management Team worked 
collaboratively during the bushfire response 
(Photo: BAC) 

The BLSR team pictured on the beach during the K’gari 
bushfire response (Photo: BAC) 
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FINIA tour of K’gari 
 
Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance (FINIA) is justifiably proud of its status as an inclusive alliance of 
stakeholders who share an interest in that wonderful sand island off Hervey Bay and Rainbow Beach 
(increasingly known by its Butchulla name of K’gari). Readers of this newsletter may well have been part of 
the diverse group gathered on K’gari from 17-18 May. Groups 
represented included the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation (BAC), 
Butchulla Native Title Aboriginal Corporation (BNTAC), Cooloola 
Coastcare, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation (FIDO), Fraser 
Island Association (FIA), Eurong and Happy Valley Community 
Associations, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service & Partnerships 
(QPWS&P), Queensland Department of Resources (DR), Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT), Sandy Cape Lighthouse 
Conservation Association (SCLCA), and the University of the 
Sunshine Coast (USC). A meeting also occurred with representatives 
from the Fraser Coast Regional Council. Fire expert Winston 
Williams from Orchid Beach was also present. All these groups have 
a lot in common and strive to coordinate for the best outcomes for 
K’gari.  

This particular meeting was timely because several initiatives have been started in response to the very 
severe fires which impacted K’gari in late 2020. The fires started on 14 October 2020 after campers near 
Ngkala Rocks left an unextinguished campfire. Coals reignited, fanned by the wind, and the fire spread into 
the adjacent vegetation. Strong winds drove the fire across the Island, and within a day and a half, it had 
reached the Western shore. After almost eight weeks, the blaze was eventually controlled by a substantial 
fire-fighting effort involving more than 90 firefighters, a dedicated Incident room, 17 water-bombing aircraft 
and finally, the arrival of rain on 8 December. By the time the blaze was brought under control, it had burnt 
about one-third of the vegetation of K’gari. The fire also threatened townships, but fortunately, they were 
defended in a dramatic series of events. Over the weekend, several first-hand accounts were shared, showing 
just how close the fires came!   

Participants stayed in the University of the Sunshine Coast’s K’gari-
Fraser Island Research and Learning Centre, Dilli Village. The centre 
has cabins, bathroom facilities, a catered camp kitchen, and shelter 
sheds close to the shores where waves can be heard crashing on the 
beach. Presentations were the order of the day and included: the 
fantastic journeys of migratory shorebirds, measures being taken by 
the Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers (BLSR) to control myrtle rust, the 
successful use of acoustic recorders by QPWS&P rangers to gather 
evidence about rare, elusive species such as the ground parrot, and 
first-hand accounts of the defence of Happy Valley from the fires. 

 The tour visited several 
significant sites on the Island. The BAC is currently developing a 
cultural centre at a former logging settlement in the rainforest area, 
which fortunately escaped the fires, known as Central Station. This 
will become a future education centre and tourist attraction. The 
group also visited Eurong village, where FIDO has been conducting 
working bees to control the spread of invasive species plants and 
create demonstration gardens to show residents the beautiful 
native plants they can grow. FIDO concentrates on this activity as 
historically, decorative species brought over to the Island for home 
gardens have spread and become extremely problematic weeds. 
FIDO mainly works in Unallocated State Land (USL), which is 
intended to be a buffer between freehold land and the national 
park, making up the bulk of the Island today. FIDO groups go over 

FINIA members gathered to hear about the new 
developments at Central Station by the 
Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation (Photo: FIDO) 

Linda Behrendorff from QPWS talks about the 
use of acoustic listening stations (Photo: FIDO) 

Visitors view a demonstration garden created by 
FIDO members to show residents that a beautiful 
garden can be created using local native plants 
(Photo: FIDO) 
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several times a year, stay in local accommodation and work to remove weed species and prevent them from 
getting into the national park.  

The Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation auspices the Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers who work on various 
projects, including controlling the Jamella bug, an invasive pest that causes dieback among the Pandanus, 
one of the very iconic trees coastal trees of K’gari. There has also been a concerning outbreak of Myrtle Rust, 
which attacks tender young growth, impacting fire recovery. Participants learned more about this issue from 

a presentation about this from the BAC’s Biosecurity Officer, Tilly 
Davis. Resident Russell Postle’s talk about the dramatic actions 
taken to protect Happy Valley during the fire also covered some of 
the measures taken to safeguard the village. One positive outcome 
was an increased appreciation of the work of the Butchulla rangers.  

The FINIA group also visited the newly opened Discovery 
Interpretive Centre, which is part of the complex at Kingfisher 
Resort. This project showcased a partnership between the BAC, 
Kingfisher Resort and the University of the Sunshine Coast. The 
centre includes striking photographs, information about the 
ecology of K’gari and why it is so special.  

One section chronicles the lifetime contributions of John Sinclair AO, who took a leading role in protecting 
the Island from extractive industries. It aims to educate those who visit the Island to take precautions to 
protect the Island’s delicate ecosystems and how to ensure their safety, especially concerning beach driving 
and animal encounters. QPWS rangers report that, unfortunately, some tourists still try to touch, pet or feed 
wongari (dingoes), making management much more difficult.  

On day two, FINIA chair Sue Sargent facilitated a far-reaching discussion on the Island’s future, during which 
many projects were discussed and updated. Again, all groups had a chance to contribute, and some exciting 
networks and connections were generated. This annual field trip showed FINIA operating as intended and 
highlights the effectiveness of ongoing communication between groups and individuals who care for K’gari.  

Contributed by Zela Bissett, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

Fraser Coast Local Law Review 

Under the Local Government Act 2009, local government is authorised to make and enforce any local 
law “that is necessary or convenient for the good rule and local government of its area.” Fraser Coast Regional 
Council has seven local laws that apply across the Fraser Coast region. The current local laws were made in 
December 2011 and last reviewed in December 2015. Fraser Coast Regional Council recently commenced a 
review of their local laws to ensure they align with the Council’s strategic direction and make them easier to 
understand and more user-friendly for the community. 

Local laws must be updated to meet best practice guidelines and be consistent with state legislation (where 
relevant) and Council’s strategies, policies and the local planning scheme. It’s also good practice to regularly 
review and update legislation to ensure it still meets the local community’s needs. 

Fraser Coast Council’s current local laws cover a range of topics: 

• Administration 
• Animal Management 
• Community and Environmental Management 
• Local Government Controlled Areas, Facilities and Roads 
• Parking 
• Bathing Reserves 
• Waste Management. 

Local governments are required to consult the community when new local laws are proposed. But 
proactively, Fraser Coast Regional Council has decided not to wait until new laws are proposed before 

Tilly Davis talks about recovery after fires and the 
compounding problem of Myrtle rust (Photo: FIDO) 
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consulting the Fraser Coast community to identify issues from the community’s perspective. So, when Council 
proposes new laws, they should already meet the community’s needs, and the community will understand 
what the laws aim to achieve. 

Council has hosted stakeholder and community workshops on the local laws around the Fraser Coast and has 
a survey available on their website for your feedback (open until 22 August). If you have an opinion about 
where dogs should/shouldn’t be allowed off-leash, cat registration, transport of plants to K’gari or how 
emerging weeds, pests, and diseases could be better managed, then the Council would love to hear from 
you. 

When the current consultation is complete and Council has reviewed all of the community feedback, they 
will undertake a full review of the laws before proposing amendments or new laws. 

For more information, including fact sheets and information about the Local Laws, please check out Council’s 
website: https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/local-laws  

Happy Valley’s Weeds on the Run 

The long-awaited clean-up of the weed-infested Happy Valley 
Central Dune area has started with a bang.  

In the week starting 20 July, seventeen Fraser Island Defenders 
Organisation (FIDO) volunteers, including eight Happy Valley 
locals and two Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers, mounted an attack 
on weeds in this area.  

The area is very heavily infested with a range of weeds. Residents 
have been expressing alarm for some time that the poisonous 
seeds of Abrus had been turning up in their residential blocks in 
increasing numbers. These bright red seeds are deadly and are a threat to residents and visitors, especially 
children. One chewed seed can kill an adult!   

FIDO recently had their Deed of Agreement with the Department of Resources 
extended to include all the Unallocated State Land at Happy Valley (thus, 
allowing FIDO to work in this area). This includes the central dune area 
between the first and second valleys and extends from the public toilet block 
to the dingo fence at the beach.  

The area was divided into six sections, with volunteers spending most of their 
week removing the bright red seed heads of Abrus by hand and bagging them 
up. Volunteers weighed the seed pods as they picked them. We picked a total 
of 130 Kg of seed heads for the week. 

Many very large plastic bags and containers were filled with Abrus seed pods. 
At the end of the week, they were emptied into a pit dug by local identity Pat 
Brown with his ditch digger on an old, degraded dumpsite known as Trevor’s 
Tip, East of the helicopter pad. 

Abrus is a creeper. It had extended into the canopy of trees and scrambled over shrubs and across the ground. 
We pulled it down out of trees wherever possible. Where not possible, we cut it off as high as possible, 
leaving the high material up in the canopy to die.  

As well as collecting Abrus seed pods, 1380 Abrus plants were pulled out by hand where possible, or in some 
instances where the plants were too big to pull, removed with a drill and auger or cut close to the ground 
and the butt pasted with the herbicide Vigilant.  

FIDO and friends – the Happy Valley Weed 
Management team in July (Photo: FIDO) 

Myles Broom, Chris Breitenbach 
and Blayde Foley with collected 
Abrus seed heads (Photo: FIDO) 

https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/local-laws
https://frasercoast.engagementhub.com.au/local-laws


7 

 

The area is heavily infested with several other weed species. These were 
hand-pulled or cut close to the ground and the butt ‘cut and pasted’ with 
the herbicide Vigilant. The following were removed: 

• Easter cassia: 1224 plants, about half were hand-pulled, with the 
remainder cut and paste. 

• Lantana: 120 plants were removed using cut and paste. 

• Broad-leafed pepper: 90 plants were removed using cut and paste. 

• Beach almond: seven plants removed by cut and paste. 

• Brazilian nightshade: 50 plants were hand-pulled. 

FIDO is also trialling the herbicide, Slasher. Slasher is a registered organic 
foliage spray herbicide. The active ingredient is an organic acid found 

naturally in plants in the Geranium family. It is a contact herbicide, which means it kills where it touches the 
leaf. Therefore, it is not absorbed or translocated in the sap to other plant parts like the roots. Herbicides like 
Glyphosate (Roundup), on the other hand, are absorbed and translocated throughout the plant. 

FIDO conducted a trial using Slasher on Abrus growing North of the 
Ambulance Station, where 306 plants were foliar sprayed early 
June. When observed in late July, the plants were in a very damaged 
state. However, in many instances, the stems were still alive, and as 
Abrus has a very large root, the roots will probably be alive as well), 
meaning they may regrow. FIDO will continue to monitor these 
plants in the coming months and determine if this organic herbicide 
has a place in our ongoing weed control program. 

Collaboration is the key to success. This exercise has been a great 
example of what can be achieved if we work together as a team. 
FIDO volunteers from Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast, members 
from the Happy Valley Community Association and the Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers all worked together. 
It was fantastic, and we got a huge amount done. Thanks also to Trent Juster from the Department of 
Resources for organising the new Deed of Agreement that made it all possible. 

FIDO will be back in the week starting 14 November to continue the work. However, there’s a lot more to do. 

Contributed by Peter Shooter, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer Update 

FINIA has been working with the University of Melbourne’s Centre of Excellence for Biosecurity Risk 
Analysis on the ‘Future Pest’ project – identifying tools and strategies for minimising the risks of new 
priority pests, weeds and pathogens running amok at K’gari.  The project was championed by the Australian 
Government’s Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer (CEBO), Dr Ian Thompson, who retired late last year.  

In a short period, Ian, Australia’s inaugural CEBO, built a solid foundation for Australia’s environmental 
biosecurity system. It was a fitting end to a distinguished 43-year-long career in the federal government 
public service, and we acknowledge his contribution to the future management of K’gari. 

In April, the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment announced that Dr Robyn Cleland had 
been appointed as the new Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer. Deputy Secretary of Biosecurity and 
Compliance, Andrew Tongue, said that Dr Cleland brought a wealth of experience and expertise to the role. 

“She has worked across the portfolios of Agriculture, Health and Environment, working in policy, 
compliance and regulation. Her scientific expertise spans biosecurity, plant health, biotechnology, food, 
ecology and agriculture.” 

Volunteer Dianne Smith picking Abrus heads 
(Photo: FIDO) 

Chris Breitenbach preparing Abrus seeds for 
emptying into trench (Photo: FIDO) 
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The role of the Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer is to liaise between the government and the 
community to raise awareness and build Australia’s capacity to manage biosecurity risks. 

“This is a hugely important role, charged with protecting 
Australia’s unique wildlife, our way of life, and our status 
as a clean, green exporter of high-quality food.” 

Dr Cleland has worked with State, and Territory 
jurisdictions, NGOs, and the community across several 
national regulatory schemes and has extensive experience 
in engaging with diverse stakeholders across contentious 
issues. 

We welcome Dr Cleland to this vital role and acknowledge 
the significant support of Dr Ian Thompson. We wish him 
well in his retirement.    

K’gari Research Symposium 2021: ‘K’gari Toward 2050’  

Save the Date: Friday 26 November 2021 
Fraser Coast Campus, University of the Sunshine Coast 

The University of the Sunshine Coast is currently planning the 2021 K’gari Research Symposium with the 
support of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation. It will focus on future-proofing K’gari for 2050. The 
Symposium will identify key research questions, opportunities and collaborations aligning with USC’s vision - 
to enrich our region, connect with our communities and create opportunities for all. The Symposium also 
supports the BAC’s vision - to empower Butchulla people under their traditional laws/lores to care for K’gari 
and build strong partnerships to maintain K’gari’s unique cultural and natural values.  

The day will be split across two 
sessions. During the first session, the 
State of K’gari, keynote presenters 
Chrissy Grant (Chair of the World 
Heritage Committee’s Indigenous 
Peoples Forum), Jade Gould (Ecologist 
and Chair of the Butchulla Aboriginal 
Corporation) and Dr Peter Corcoran 
(Professor Emeritus of Environmental 
Studies and Environmental Education 
at Florida Gulf Coast University) and 
will cover issues specific to World 
Heritage sites and First Nations People.  

A series of short, scene-setting, plenary presentations will follow, focused on topics specific to K’gari, 
including cultural heritage, ecology, physical processes, tourism, and the cross-cutting threat of climate 
change. This session aims to identify issues for K’gari and provoke new ways of thinking about the island in 
the broader context of World Heritage and First Nations knowledge.  

The afternoon session, Future-proofing K’gari for 2050, will be led with a scenario exercise for participants to 
raise K’gari issues (threats) and knowledge gaps. Given COVID-19 room restrictions, there will be a limited 
number of registrations available. Bookings open in August. Tickets will cost $90, including lunch, morning 
and afternoon tea. 

For more information, please contact Dr Kim Walker, kwalker4@usc.edu.au. 

Outgoing and incoming Chief Environmental Biosecurity 
Officers, Dr Ian Thompson and Dr Robyn Cleland (Photos: 
contributed).  

K’gari Symposium’s keynote speakers – Chrissy Grant, Jade Gould and Dr Peter Corcoran 
(Photos: contributed).  

mailto:kwalker4@usc.edu.au
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Cooloola BioBlitz - Rainbow Beach May 13, 14 and 15  

What is a Bioblitz? A BioBlitz is an intense period of biological surveying aiming to record the living species 
within a designated area. Some FINIA members might have taken part in the first K’gari Bioblitz in 2017 with 
John Sinclair. Due to restrictions on K’gari, subsequent Bioblitzes were held at Rainbow Beach, always 
regarded by John Sinclair as a sister area and part of the same Cooloola Sandmass. One of John’s unrealised 
ambitions was to see Cooloola National Park added to K’gari on the World Heritage list. The three Bioblitzes 
held there in 2018, 2019 and 2021 prove biodiversity treasures are waiting to be documented in that unique 
region.  

A group of enthusiastic volunteers took part in the latest BioBlitz 
based at Rainbow Beach from Friday, May 13 until Sunday, May 15. 
Groups of scientists, naturalists and volunteers conducted intensive 
field studies with more than 136 people of all ages involved. As well 
as documenting the presence of the area’s plants, fungi and 
animals, another Bioblitz goal is stimulating public interest in 
biodiversity. This was also successfully achieved at the latest 
Cooloola BioBlitz with interest from tourists and locals.  

The BioBlitz of 2018 based at Rainbow Beach and focussed on sites 
in Cooloola National Park caused quite a stir in scientific circles 
when 39 species of spiders, previously undescribed by science, 

were documented.  Sadly in 2020, the BioBlitz had to be cancelled due to COVID 19 restrictions. However, it 
has come back strongly in 2021 under the guidance of dedicated team Lindy and Randy Orwin. Randy is 
currently president of Cooloola Coastcare, and Lindy is its project officer.  

Along with their dedicated volunteers, the organisers were thrilled to 
welcome many new participants to this amazing citizen science project. 
People registered online and met on the Friday afternoon of May 13 at the 
Rainbow Beach community centre.  An afternoon presentation by a new 
presenter this year, artist Dion Dior, was well attended. Dion ran a course in 
nature journaling and guided participants in drawing as a tool for making 
visual records of the species that they observed. This course was so popular 
that it was booked out within days of being advertised. Shortly before the 
final cut-off date, organisers were thrilled to announce that all the positions 
offered for the entire BioBlitz were filled (a fabulous commitment and 
enthusiasm for citizen science)! People came from Brisbane and further 
afield to devote their weekend to the cause.  

Once they arrived at the venue, volunteers added their names to a list of 
names for their chosen team leader, with experts in various fields, such as 
fungi, insects, spiders, or various vegetation types. This year there was also a 
specialist on ecosystem interconnections. Participants were thrilled to visit the big Blackbutt tree along 
Pettigrew Road past Milo’s camp with team leader Christopher Deane.  

After the day’s activities, participants returned to the Rainbow Beach 
community centre, where they shared their photographs and 
observations. This year, many observations were added through the 
iNaturalist app, which all contribute to science’s understanding of 
the region’s unique ecology. In addition, there were interesting 
evening excursions on offer with frog walks and parties going out to 
listen for rare birds such as the powerful owl and the elusive ground 
parrot. Fellowship was maintained by supplying dinner to 
participants in the hall where local cafe Brent’s Burgers offered tasty 
meals to participants at reasonable prices.  

Bioblitz participants rest by the shores of Lake 
Poona (Photo: FIDO).  

Participant Sandra Naidoo (right) was 
pleased to walk into Lake Poona with 
friend and fellow FIDO member 
Suzanne Wilson (Photo: FIDO).  

A vegetation party with plant specialist Marc 
Russell documented rainforest species on the 
track into Lake Poona.  Marc displays the fruit of 
Ficus watkinsiana, the strangler fig (Photo: FIDO).  
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On Saturday evening, those who wanted to pass up the evening adventures stayed at Rainbow Beach 
Community Centre to hear eminent scientist Don Sands deliver a presentation about the interrelationships 
between specific insect-pollinators and plants of the Cooloola Sandmass, particularly the boronias. Another 
presentation added colour with some of the artists who participated in the Wildflower Women 3 exhibition, 
which ran at Gympie Regional Gallery during 2020. They wore costumes representing the yellow bells of the 
fens and the yellow pea flowers that are widespread throughout the wildflower fields of the wallum. Finally, 
Zela Bissett spoke in remembrance of John Sinclair and his unfailing dedication to citizen science.   

Lindy Orwin of Cooloola Coastcare felt very thankful after the 
event, “Thank you to all these citizen scientists at the Cooloola 
BioBlitz 2021. We had a fantastic weekend. Perfect weather. Great 
people. Great science. So much learning. Great economic input to 
the small town of Rainbow Beach. With thanks for the support 
from a Queensland Government Citizen Science Grant.”  

The presenters also had a good time! Joel Fostin, team leader on 
the Pandanus Dieback investigators, remarked, “Thank you to 
organisers, volunteers and all who came along. So inspiring!”  

Nature illustrator Dion Dior also provided positive feedback, “The Cooloola Bioblitz was an amazing 
experience. Looking at the environment and its scientific nuances through the eyes of artists and illustrators 
was an unmatched experience. So beautiful and amazing.”  

People are already planning for next year! First-time participant Greg Tasney reported, “I am already looking 
forward to next year where I will make sure that I stay for the whole weekend, get to more sites, talk to more 
people and improve my macro photography.”  

And, it seems, the discoveries keep on coming. Youthful first-time team leader Ethan Yeoman suggested, “I 
was very surprised and impressed at the number of spiders we found at Seary’s Creek yesterday. We found 
15+ new species, which was very unexpected!”  

For all residents of South East Queensland, the BioBlitz on our doorstep is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
about local biodiversity, get out in nature and make new friends, so put it in your calendar for 2022!  

Contributed by Zela Bissett, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

A Ranger’s Tale: Adventures with the Wildlife of K’gari  

Linda Behrendorff is known to many FINIA members for her extensive knowledge of K’gari and its wildlife, 
particularly the wongari (dingo). She is Ranger in Charge of Natural Resource Management at the Great Sandy 
National Park on K’gari (Fraser Island) & Cooloola with Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service & Partnerships.  

Linda shared some of the thrills and surprises of life as a Parks Ranger on K’gari with Zela Bissett at K’gari in 
May 2021.  

Linda: I have recollections of going over there during the school holidays 
and spending some time as a St John ambulance officer. That would have 
been the mid-1980s.  The funny thing about that is that I don’t remember 
dingoes: I do remember the horses! People would come in with injuries 
from the horses, those who had their shoulders bitten or their hands bitten. 
I would hear stories about how a horse had tried to grab the ice cream or 
shoved its head in through a car window and nipped them on the shoulder 
or kicked the car door in! You can still see remnants of the electric fences 
that people used to have around their properties to keep the horses out 

Costumes inspired by the wildflowers of the 
wallum brightened up Saturday evening at 
Rainbow Beach Community Centre (Photo: FIDO).  

Linda holds a sugar glider (Photo: 
Contributed).  
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and try to stop them from munching their lawns and gardens. All through the eighties, the horses wandered 
all through Eurong village.  

Zela: Have you always loved animals?  

Linda: I was the girl who rescued any baby bird that fell from the nest! I came over to do some volunteer 
work in 1999, which I had to do as part of a Wilderness Reserves and Wildlife diploma that I was studying 
externally.  

Zela: Was it unusual for a girl volunteering to do that? 

Linda: Well, no, because I came in as a public contact Ranger and that was seen as suitable work for girls and 
women. Those seemed to be the women’s roles at the time - they were either admin or public contact. So, 
after leaving school, I was all packed up to go on a trip to Japan when I got a phone call to say, ” Look, the 
interp. lady is going away on some holidays, and would you be interested in coming in and doing some casual 
work with us?”  

At Central Station, I had the end room in the forestry barracks, and there was a hole in the ceiling and 
beautiful island timber flooring. I recall we had a resident pack of dingoes there, a male and female with two 
young ones. It was a sort of unwritten agreement: you knew that you were in their territory, but we agreed, 
“If I don’t bother you, you won’t bother me.” The female would come in under the barracks every morning 
at about 5 am and start howling. I would stick my head out and say, “Go on! It’s too early,” and she would 
walk off out into the campground and sit down outside someone’s tent and wake them up.  There was a 
family of crows with young ones that were familiar. They are still there.   

Another memory I have of those early tours: we were on a bus driven by 
Graham Stocks, and I picked up this duck that seemed to be ill.  It couldn’t 
move its legs, so I picked that up off the beach and then we continued to Dilli 
Village, where a carpet snake was pointed out to me. It was obviously unwell, 
it was just skin and bone, and ants were starting to eat its little face. So, I 
picked that up too, brushed it off, took it back to Central Station, and kept it 
with me that night. First, I put the duck in the laundry sink with some water 
to see if its little legs would work because it seemed to be paralysed. Then I 
got the snake and put it in some warm water because it didn’t seem able to 
open its jaws, and the warm water would help rehydrate it.  

I showed them to Larry and Neil, who I was working with at the time. I said to 
them, “When I go off shift, you’ll have to look after these. You just have to 
make sure that the duck gets a bit of food. As for the snake, you’ve just got 
to push it gently down under some warm water, so it drinks a bit of moisture.”  

When I came back from the mainland next, I brought back some little pinkie mice (deceased) and fed one to 
the snake. It opened its jaws and ate one. Larry said, “You told me it couldn’t open its mouth. So that means 
all the time I’ve been looking after it, it could have opened its mouth and bitten me!”  

It so happened that my boss at the time brought one of the Regional Directors in to inspect the barracks. 
Later he said to me, “Linda, while you were away, we inspected the barracks, and there was a snake on the 
windowsill and a duck on the veranda. Can you explain what’s going on?”   

There was wildlife around all the time. Antechinus would get into your couches and cupboards, melomys and 
bush rats would eat vehicle wiring. Later I lived in a four-bedroom house in Eurong, and green tree snakes 
would come in during broad daylight through the floor holes. You would get up in the middle of the night 
and think, “I don’t remember leaving an extension cord there!” and it would be a brown tree snake on the 
floor. You could wake up in the night with a bush rat crawling on you.  

Linda and her colleague rescued this 
spotted python from the air conditioner 
in the Police station (Photo: 
Contributed).  
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“Monster”, the rescued squirrel glider, earned his name after he ate the huge huntsman residing at Sandy 
Cape in the cottage bathroom. The glider went missing from my room while I was turtle trekking, and he was 
found in the bathroom licking his fingers surrounded by the legs of the giant huntsman: the same one I’d 
ordered the volunteers not to touch or remove! The volunteers said, “Linda, um... we’ve got good news and 
bad. The glider has been found…with the huntsman you said not to kill…”.  

My colleague Jenna and I ‘rescued’ a spotted python from the lock-up at the 
Police Station next to our office at Eurong. A hardened convicted repeat 
offender was being held in the air-conditioned lock up with the snake! Two 
male adult police staff and the offender were just about on chairs when we 
came in to collect this little cold snake from the corner of the lock-up. So, I 
think we were actually rescuing the people!  

I had a Southern Giant Petrel named Shed for ten days over my shift before 
going to the Twinnies for rehabilitation. He’d follow me around – they can 
get attached! Then there’s the satin bowerbird who would completely ignore 
you until you were on the landline telephone and tug at the chord, along with 
the ringtail possum, brush-tailed possum etc. We now have a fantastic 
network of carers who look after injured wildlife on the rare occasion it’s 
required. So many stories and personalities of the individual animals!  

QPWS offers opportunities to move around.  I went into Maryborough for a while and managed other teams, 
did wildlife work, fire management and planning work, but I keep coming back to the island - it does keep 
bringing you back. So here I am now, and it’s been almost 21 years! I hope that I have become a role model 
for women to feel they can pursue outdoor careers. You don’t need to wield a big chainsaw to feel like you’re 
good enough to do the job. Each of us brings a diverse set of skills, and if we all work together, we can make 
a difference for the island. 

Contributed by Zela Bissett, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation 

Focus on Finding the Five 

A further focus on fighting five species of tropical invasive plants is heralded with the approval of a three-
year response plan by the National Management Group as part of the National Tropical Weeds Eradication 
Program.   

This plan aims to eradicate five invasive plant species, including Limnocharis 
(Limnocharis flava), Miconia (Miconia calvescens, Miconia nervosa and 
Miconia racemosa), as well as Mikania vine (Mikania micrantha).  

These five species have been part of a targeted agreement between Federal, 
State and local governments. As a result, new techniques to confirm the 
presence of these species are now available, including rapid genetic testing 
to confirm infertile material and the use of unmanned aerial vehicle 
surveillance and remote sensing measures to locate these species in difficult 
and inaccessible areas.   

The fight against the five is only possible by people being alert and logging 
the locations of these species early, allowing effective control. Finding the 
five precedes finishing them.   
 
For information on these and other weeds, please contact the Queensland 
Herbarium on (07) 3199 7671, email a photo to 
Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au, use the weed spotter app for Android 
smartphones or contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.  

Linda holds Shed, the Southern Giant 
Petrel who used to follow her around 
(Photo: Contributed).  

The distinctive leaves of Miconia 
which has been recorded in SE 
Queensland (Photo: Queensland 
Government)  

https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485214/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcm0Heff1GOn6O6PjlabhMJ.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485214/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcm0Heff1GOn6O6PjlabhMJ.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485215/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcmbQOnIOJYE3.CQNXbpF97.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485215/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcmbQOnIOJYE3.CQNXbpF97.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485216/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcmUjjAFJvyHLCz68BMUb_p.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2290421/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcmjr4k2EAYNFXVuqBCiv2D.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2290421/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcmjr4k2EAYNFXVuqBCiv2D.html
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cybrh2/2485159/zifnL4aikCvJii3sxhcm1qxzgV_ePY0OsyqwQGqs.html
mailto:Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au
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Dates for the Diary 
 
What:  Bush Regeneration and Monitoring  
Where: Eurong, Fraser Island  
When:  1-7 August and 31 October to 6 November (Sunday to Saturday).   
For: FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding –bush regeneration programs in Eurong since 

2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced the weed 
threats there. Based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, work will 
focus on weeding, bush regeneration, building the Eurong nursery’s capacity, and continuing 
FIDO’s ongoing environmental monitoring programs. The program is supported by Eurong 
Resort, providing dinner for the volunteers each night. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   
 
What: Weed Management   
Where: Happy Valley, Fraser Island  
When:  14-20 November  
For: Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation around Happy Valley. 

A group of up to 8 will share “Kurrawa”, a comfortable holiday house in the Centre of Happy 
Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous seeds, 
Abrus prectorius Var. Africanus. This weed is heavily impacting the vegetation but isn’t found 
anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus is coming under control, the team will increasingly 
eliminate large woody weeds Easter Cassia and Lantana. Again, fitness is needed to carry heavy 
chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   
 
What: Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance Meeting 
Where: Town Hall, Maryborough  
When:  Tuesday 17 August, 10am to 2pm 
For: For all FINIA members and supporters.  Quarterly meetings are a great chance to catch up and 

share what’s happening or should be happening on Fraser Island (K’gari).     
Cost:  FREE (although we always appreciate a sponsor for morning tea or lunch).   
More info:  Please contact the Chair, Sue Sargent, on 0429 462 041 or email contactfinia@gmail.com.   
 
What: K’gari Symposium – K’gari Toward 2050 
Where: USC, Fraser Coast Campus  
When:  Friday 26 November 
For: Open to K’gari stakeholders, community members, researchers, students and managers, the 

Symposium has a one-day program including keynote presentations, plenary presentations, a 
scenario exercise for participants to raise K’gari issues (threats) and knowledge gaps to future-
proof K’gari for 2050. 

Cost:  $90, including lunch, morning and afternoon tea. 
More info: Please contact Dr Kim Walker, kwalker4@usc.eud.au    

Funding Opportunities 
 
What: Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
For: One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide 

community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community. To increase access 
to funding, the GCBF offer five funding rounds a year.  

When: Round 111 will close at 11.59 pm on 31 August 2021.  
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au  
Phone: (07) 3247 4284 

mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
mailto:contactfinia@gmail.com
mailto:kwalker4@usc.eud.au
mailto:cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
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Website:  http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-
benefit-funding-programs  

 
What: Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme 
For:  Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living 

environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora 
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the 
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building 
(training), and research/science.   

When: Next round opens 1 October 2021 (funding released November 2021) 
Phone:  (03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer  
Email:  beth@nwf.org.au  
Website:  http://www.nwf.org.au/  
 
What: Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship  
For: Founded by Dick Smith, each quarter up to $15,000 is available for Australian Geographic 

Society Project Grants. The Society for Project Sponsorship funding targets all four Project 
Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment.  The society also offers seed 
grants between $500 and $3000.   

When: Applications are now taken throughout the year for sponsorship rounds. 
Phone: (02) 9263 9825 
Email:  society@ausgeo.com.au 
Website: http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-

sponsorship  
 
What: The Mullum Trust 
For: Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental 

outcomes.   Grants are available from $100 to $10,000.  Projects with specific localised 
environmental outcomes are preferred, although locally based projects but have far-reaching 
impacts are also encouraged. 

When: Ongoing 
Phone: Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658 
Email: rneoh@deloitte.com.au   
Website: http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/ 
 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
 

As many of you would be aware, the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance (FINIA) is a non-incorporated, 
not-for-profit umbrella organisation for its partners.  As a non-incorporated organisation, we rely on our 
partners to support our activities for the Fraser Island (K’gari) World Heritage site, with no dedicated funding 
to support our meetings, administration and barge transfers.  Without this generosity, FINIA’s activities 
would be far more challenging, so we would like to acknowledge the following sponsors for their generous 

support: 
Fraser Coast Regional Council – who provide meeting 
venues. 
Sealink Kingfisher Bay – who sponsor barge fares. 
The University of the Sunshine Coast – who subsidise 
accommodation at Dilli Village.  

 
Groups and organisations - that sponsor catering for meetings.  
 
Add to this our amazing contributors, volunteers and donors—K’gari is a special place that attracts truly 
special people.  Thanks to you all for making FINIA work.   
 

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/community-benefit-funding-programs
mailto:beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-for-sponsorship
mailto:rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/

