
3 August 2021

ECA SNAPSHOTS 
When sparks fly: hazard reduction burning underway 
We made a great start to fire risk mitigation around Eurong over the 
weekend.  

More work is planned for late August but after three days of work half of the 
plan has been implemented under the expert guidance of Winston Williams 
(HV RFS) and Steve (Eurong RFS). The major sector left to do is the area 
between the Eurong Beach Resort and Second Valley. The wind conditions 
were not right for working in this area over the weekend, but we managed to 
light cool burns along the ridge south of Eurong Road and the steep hill south 
and west of Second valley. The township, inside the dingo fence, has a more 
defined firebreak now from the southwest to northwest—the most probable 
direction a fire could approach, according to Winston’s estimates. The sealed 
road and dingo fence provides a fire break from the north. 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who generously gave their time and 
effort over the three days. Thanks to the Happy Valley RFS who provided 
two appliances to help, and QPWS with their own firefighting vehicle. Winston 
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Williams (HV-RFS); Steve, Lisa, Sue, 
Derek, Richard, and James (Eurong-
RFS); Scott, Cameron, Rhonda, and 
Terry  (HV RFS);  Gary, Dan, Jenna, 
and Jason (QPWS). 

The final piece in the puzzle will be 
the mulching of a wider barrier 
outside the dingo fence, and the old 
‘Up’ road south of Eurong to provide 
an outer fire break defence from the 
southwest. This has to be done by the 
Department of Resources as it is 
through USL. 

President John Brennan has attended 
a couple of meetings over the last few 
weeks on behalf of ECA- The K’gari 
(Fraser Island) Locality Specific Area 
Fire Management Group, (yes, it’s a 
mouthful!) with Greg Hilton (Eurong 
Beach Resort and ECA VP) and other 
stakeholders (including Steve and Lisa 
Eurong-RFS) met at Happy Valley to 
discuss the various fire plans for the 
island. 

ECA has joined FINIA (Fraser Island Natural 
Integrity Alliance) by invitation, which is an alliance 
of various stakeholders on the island and other 
interest groups such as the University of Sunshine 
Coast, covering various pest and weed control 
programs (membership is free). FINIA holds biannual meetings. FINIA’s 
website has some interesting reads for lovers of K’gari with its content even 
archived by the state library as national significance, https://finia.org.au/. 

The ECA is considering future projects. One suggestion received is to 
install an emergency contacts sign at the entrances of the Resort and Second 
Valley. Please contact us with any further suggestions.
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QPWS, HV-RF, and Eurong RFS 
worked night and day to burn the 
litter in the understory to reduce 
the risk of fire and provide a 
break for the community.

The new tanks for the RFS shed have 
arrived and will be installed next to the 
shed and the existing tank will be moved 
to the same location.
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