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A year on from the K’gari Bushfire, so much has happened.
In this issue, we celebrate the adoption of the name K’gari
for the World Heritage Area and the award winning K’gari
Natural Resource and Wongari (Dingo) Management
Team and Happy Valley community.
We learn about the traditional burns and Black-breasted
button-quail conservation being led by the Butchulla
Aboriginal Corporation.
But it’s also time to reflect on what we don’t know identifying K’gari’s Research needs at the USC Symposium
on 26 November. I hope to see you there.
The Editor

Celebrating K'gari: why the renaming of Fraser Island is about so much
more than a name

On 19 September, Butchulla dancers and community representatives came together at Kingfisher Bay Resort
to celebrate the renaming of Fraser Island to the K'gari (Fraser Island) World Heritage Area.
The renaming resulted from a decades-long campaign by Butchulla Elders and community members and
was endorsed by the Queensland government and adopted by the World Heritage Committee in July 2021.
This event is the latest in a growing number of Indigenous name repatriations across the nation. As a
Butchulla person and a researcher of the representation of Indigenous peoples in archives and historical
narratives, I can appreciate the significance of something as seemingly minor as a name change.

How common is it to revert to the Indigenous place name?
The reversion to the name K'gari has happened in stages over many years. In 2011, the Bligh government
added K'gari as an alternative to the place name Fraser Island in the Queensland Place Names Register.
The Fraser Island portion of the Great Sandy National Park was changed to K'gari (Fraser Island) National Park
in 2017. This latest change is specific to the UNESCO World Heritage area.
K'gari is among a growing number of places around Australia that have returned to their Indigenous names.
One of the most famous examples is Uluru.
In Queensland, the National Parks First Nations Naming Project has been assisting in reverting national park
names to Indigenous names where possible as a part of the Government's commitment to the truth-telling
process. North Stradbroke Island and Moreton Island National Parks have reverted to Minjerribah and
Gheebulum Coonungai, respectively.
According to then-Minister for Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Leanne Enoch, "This project is a
positive step in our truth-telling around First Nations Peoples' significant and ancient connection to country."
Not renaming, reclaiming
Changing a place name will not fix racism in one fell swoop. No one is claiming it will. But name repatriation
speaks to the importance of language in both culture and sovereignty.
Indigenous place names link Traditional Country to the history,
culture and people that have been a part of that land long before
colonisation. Overwriting Indigenous names with colonist names is
an attempt to deny this deep, pre-existing connection and the
sovereignty of Indigenous peoples.
The renaming of Butchulla Country was one of the first things
Captain James Cook did as he first sailed the east coast of Australia.
In 1770, as Cook's ship sailed close to Tacky Waroo, a prominent
basalt headland on the east side of K'gari, it was met by a party of
Butchulla warriors standing on the headland. In the lexicon of the
day, all dark-skinned people were called "Indians", so Cook renamed
Tacky Waroo "Indian Head".

Tacky Waroo from the north – one of K’gari’s
most prominent headlands (Photo: FINIA)

In other cases, colonial place names were, and still are, blunt
reminders of colonial violence. Places like Murdering Creek, Massacre Bay, Skull Creek and many more litter
the Australian landscape and indicate violent acts that occurred in those places.
Fraser Island is named after a Scottish woman, Eliza Fraser, shipwrecked on the island in 1836. Fraser lied
about being mistreated by Butchulla people after being shipwrecked. Even in those days, her account of her
time on K'gari was thrown into doubt.
Fraser was known to be a sensationalist who made her story more and more salacious as time went on to
garner more money from sympathetic supporters. Her accounts of her time on K'gari were syndicated as far
away as the Americas and reinforced the narrative that Indigenous peoples were "savages" and "cannibals".
These classifications led to Indigenous peoples being vilified around the globe.
Colonial history is not Indigenous history
Language plays an integral part in reinforcing the notion that history in Australia began with the arrival of
Cook.
Colonial place names are another subtle yet persistent reinforcement of the notion that this land only has a
place in history once it intersects with the narratives of colonists.
K'gari was the name chosen by the Butchulla because that is the sky spirit the island was created from. So
the name goes back to the very creation of the island, and yet the name that stuck was the name of a woman
who spent not more than two months on the island.
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The re-adoption of Indigenous place names signifies the increased recognition of history and culture that
predates colonisation. But, more importantly, these name repatriations recognise that history and culture
continue today.
The history of colonisation is not Indigenous history. Indigenous history and the history of this continent
predates, pre-exists and will eventually override colonial history. Indigenous place names are evidence of
that.
Bringing our past into a shared future
Repatriation of Indigenous place names is a part of the process of reintroducing Indigenous perspectives into
the narratives of our modern society.
Repatriation of Indigenous place names reaffirms that First Nations have always existed and still exist in
Australia today. Moreover, they are a source of distinction that sets Australia apart from the rest of the world
for the one thing no other country in the world can come close to: being home to the oldest living cultures
in the World. That should be a source of pride for all Australians.
Always was, always will be K'gari.
This article originally appeared in The Conversation on 28 September 2021 and is reproduced with
permission from the author, Rose Barrowcliffe from the University of the Sunshine Coast

FINIA Re-Brands
In 2005, the Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance or FINIA was established to
protect K'gari's natural integrity, ecological assets and unique beauty through
collaborative management, community education, and targeted rehabilitation work.
FINIA is justifiably proud of its inclusive approach and particularly with the ongoing
participation of the island's Traditional Owners, the Butchulla people. But with time
has come knowledge and a realisation that using the name Fraser Island in our
group's title was offending some of our partners.
Malcolm Burns, a participant in the inaugural FINIA workshop and Co-Chair of the
Island's World Heritage Indigenous Advisory Committee) said, "In 1995, when the
Anganu people achieved the name change of Ayers Rock back to Uluru-Kata Tjuta, I
knew this is what we needed to do for K'gari." Native title for the island was declared
in 2014 and for the waters of the Great Sandy Strait in 2019, recognising the enduring connection of the
Butchulla people.
For this reason, at our August 2021 Meeting, members respectfully and unanimously decided that henceforth
we would be known as FINIA – the Natural Integrity Alliance for K'gari.
Article contributed by Sue Sargent, FINIA – the Natural Integrity Alliance for K'gari.

Cultural Burns Return to K'gari
For thousands of years, Butchulla people used fire (gira) to manage their landscape, to hunt and gather food
and for farming: to make sure certain plants and animals flourished in certain places so that resources were
available, convenient, and predictable.
Today, it is used as a management tool to: clean up country (preventing hot, destructive wildfires by reducing
the fuel load), protect significant areas from hot wildfires (burning around assets, cultural sites, areas that
can't cope with fire), reduce weeds and support ecosystem maintenance – preferencing some species over
others (e.g. if you want to maintain grasslands instead of a forest), promote renewal (some plants need the
fire to germinate their seeds) and encourage regrowth providing feed for native animals.
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Reading country is very important in planning burns. You need to know what is
flowering and what animals are about, so you make sure you aren't removing a
food source or burning plants at the wrong time in their life cycle.
So, what is a Cultural Burn?
If used appropriately, a traditional or cultural burn can help keep country
healthy by removing excess plant matter on the ground, reducing fuel load and
the potential for dangerous bushfires.
Cultural burns target small patches of land with a mosaic burning pattern to
leave resources for animals. The burn targets the understory vegetation and
surface leaf litter, so the fire should stay low to the ground, leaving the trees
alive.

Reading country – Butchulla
Rangers Blayde Foley and Myles
Broome (Photo BLSR)

It moves slowly, creeping along so that insects and animals have sufficient time
to move out of the way. It burns with white smoke making black ash that cools
very soon after burning and usually extinguishes itself. But significantly, unlike a wildfire, country recovers
quickly with trees unharmed, plants growing back easily, and animals quickly returning.
K'gari Camp Burn
It's been eight years since QPWS burned the area. K'gari camp,
opposite the proposed block, was nearly destroyed during the
wildfire with the Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers (BLSR) stationed
nearby to fight the fire and put protective strategies in place. This
is why the team chose to burn this area.

A cultural burn targets the understorey and burns
with a white smoke (Photo BLSR)

Spot-lighting was conducted around the edge of the burn area
every 20 meters. There were several different habitat types within
the area, including brush box, melaleuca, and weeds such as
lantana. Although most of the fire was a 'cool burn', it became
quite hot in the melaleuca area but quickly burnt and then died
out. Witnesses reported seeing wildlife escaping the area, such as
snakes, centipedes and bandicoots.

Overall, it was a successful, safe and contained cultural burn on Butchulla country. Led by BLSR Ranger Blayde
Foley as part of his "Stepping up" project, supported by the
Queensland Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger (QILSR) Program,
the burn was conducted collaboratively with our partners
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services, Rural Fire Service and the Department of
Resources.
The BLSR believe this was an excellent opportunity for our
rangers to lead a cultural burn on country and to educate and
empower others around cultural burn methods.
We look forward to more in the future.

Collaboration is key to managing country – leader
Blayde Foley with burn partners (Photo BLSR)

Article submitted by Chantel Van Wamelen, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation

Happy Valley Resilient Australia Award Winners
Happy Valley Rural Fire Brigade and Happy Valley Community Association recently received a Resilient
Australia Award. The awards recognise outstanding contributions in each state and territory across six
categories: community, business, local Government, Government, school and photography. They celebrate
initiatives that build disaster resilience, recognising collaboration and innovation.
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Triggered by the 2018 assessment that the Happy Valley community was 'undefendable', the Happy Valley
Community Bushfire Risk Management Project is the culmination of a community-driven planning and
development process.
Hazard mitigation, reduction planning and delivery were critical
components supported by community engagement and
education. As a result, community members' knowledge, skills and
networks were combined to deliver two key documents - an
Operational Incident Action Plan (IAP) (6 Dec 2020) and the
Hazard Reduction and Fire management Plan (17 Feb 2020).

Members of the Happy Valley Rural Fire Brigade and
Community Association celebrate their award win in
Brisbane (Photo: HVCA)

The project ensured the Happy Valley community, with input from
several Local and State Government Agencies, was in the best
possible position to defend themselves when threatened by
bushfire. The project's success was evident when, on 7 December
2020, the K'gari bushfire impacted the Happy Valley Township
Reserve with no loss of life or property due to prior preparation
and planning.

The Resilient Australia Awards are proudly sponsored by the Australian Government in partnership with the
states and territories and managed by the Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR).
Article contributed by Happy Valley Community Association

Have you got your ticket for the USC K'gari Research Symposium yet?
K'gari Towards 2050
Friday 26 November 2021
Fraser Coast Campus, University of the Sunshine Coast
Registrations are now open for the exciting one-day K'gari Research Symposium being hosted by the
University of the Sunshine Coast with the support of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation. Open to all K'gari
stakeholders, researchers and land managers, the day will focus on how we future proof K'gari for 2050.
The Symposium will identify key research questions,
opportunities and collaborations aligning with USC's
vision - to enrich our region, connect with our
communities and create opportunities for all. The
Symposium also supports the BAC's vision - to empower
Butchulla people under their traditional laws/lores to
care for K'gari and build strong partnerships to maintain
K'gari's unique cultural and natural values.
The day will be split across two sessions. During the first
session, the State of K'gari, keynote presenters Chrissy
What future do you see for K’gari and how do we improve
outcomes for the island? (Photo: Courier Mail).
Grant (Chair of the World Heritage Committee's
Indigenous Peoples Forum), Jade Gould (Ecologist and
Chair of the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation) and Dr Peter Corcoran (Professor Emeritus of Environmental
Studies and Environmental Education at Florida Gulf Coast University) and will cover issues specific to World
Heritage sites and First Nations People.
A series of short, scene-setting, plenary presentations will follow, focused on K'gari's vegetation and forests,
geomorphology, water bodies, marine environment, tourism, monitoring and management with a crosscutting threat of climate change. This session aims to identify issues for K'gari and provoke new ways of
thinking about the island in the broader context of World Heritage and First Nations knowledge.
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The afternoon session, Future-proofing K'gari for 2050, will be led with a scenario exercise for participants to
raise K'gari issues (threats) and knowledge gaps. Given COVID-19 room restrictions, there will be a limited
number of registrations available. Bookings open in August. Tickets are $90, including lunch, morning and
afternoon tea. For more information, please contact Dr Kim Walker, kwalker4@usc.edu.au.

Normal life after GPS collar for RYellow18F
She was a well-known collared wongari (dingo) in the public spotlight after a series of negative interactions
on K'gari, but she, like others, prove that there is a normal life after a collar.
RYellow became known by her ear tag identifier and was
initially fitted with the GPS tracking collar in July 2019 to help
manage her behaviour and people's behaviour around her
after a series of high-risk interactions. Her tracking data points
showed where she was going and spending time around and
away from people. This allowed managers to manage people
around her by temporarily closing campgrounds or conducting
education or compliance at high use visitor areas like Eli Creek.
It was clear to rangers that she was being fed because she had
lost her natural wariness of people and would approach
camping areas and people for food around Eli Creek or loiter around the residential areas. She is more than
capable of surviving and finding her own food, as was shown during COVID lockdown when she disappeared,
and the tracking points indicated she went inland for periods of time. Her collar was removed in August 2020.
Sub adult RYellow18F in May 2020 (Photo: QPWS)

K'gari wongari generally settle and display less
assertive/aggressive behaviour around humans when they
become adults after two years. RYellow18F has finished
denning, has pupped, and we hope to see her young out and
about around the end of September or early October.
Her young are a part of the next generation. It is up to K'gari's
stakeholders, residents, and visitors to ensure her pups don't
have the same human tolerant/habituated youth their mother
had.
RYellow18F recently photographed north of Yidney Rocks

QPWS and their Butchulla co-managers are committed to
heading back to her young (Photo: QPWS)
supporting wongari conservation and will manage the actions
of people and wongari to mitigate the risk of negative interactions. Her transformation from a fed juvenile
to a cautious adult shows that tracking and camera collars are important management and conservation
tools.
With the December school holidays approaching, the new recruits to the K'gari wongari population emerging,
and the constant flow of visitors to the World Heritage Area, this wongari's history is a timely reminder for
people to be dingo-safe on K'gari.
Dingo-safe tips:
• Always stay close (within arm's reach) of children and young teenagers
• Always walk in groups
• Camp in fenced areas where possible
• Do not run. Running or jogging can trigger a negative wongari interaction
• Walk with a stick
• Never feed or interfere with wongari's
• Lock up food stores and iceboxes (even on a boat)
• Never store food or food containers in tents, and
• Secure all rubbish, fish and bait.
Contributed by QPWS Natural Resource & Wongari Management team, K'gari
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Collaborative K'gari' wongari' health assessment from the inside out
K'gari wongari (dingo) are an ecologically, culturally and economically important component of the island,
and as managers, we need to ensure their ongoing conservation. Part of this process includes the assessment
of deceased wongari as an accessible sample of the entire population.
You can appreciate this is not a pleasant job or situation. However, the
information obtained from individual wongari that die from various
causes, both natural (fighting) and non-natural (car strikes), greatly
improves the overall health assessment and conservation management of
the K'gari wongari population.
The BAC's Butchulla Land and Sea Ranger program and QPWS staff attend
necropsy days as part of their ongoing collaborative wongari management
and conservation program. Necropsies are performed by a registered and
experienced veterinarian with experienced staff and a mentoring
program. This ensures that the ongoing health and condition of K'gari
wongari is continually being monitored for anything that may affect the
population and that knowledge is being shared.
Butchulla Land & Sea Ranger, Jodie
Rainbow, and QPWS Ranger, Russ Simpkins
collect necropsy data (Photo: Joyce Bonner)

Wongari are weighed, measured, assessed externally for condition,
parasites, injuries and mange like a regular vet health check. The internal
examination assesses less obvious causes of death, body fat scores, organ
health and internal parasites, including heartworm or other pathogens or viruses like parvovirus (that can be
spread by domestic dogs brought illegally to K'gari).
Another important component of the internal examination is stomach contents that assist in further
assessing what wongari eat on the closed-island system before digestion alters the final scat (gunang)
content. Although not everyone's cup of tea – observers are keen to get in and look for the various interesting
items often encountered within the last meal, including many native animal species. All deceased wongari
are respectfully returned to country.
The BAC and QPWS are committed to ensuring wongari conservation. Necropsy and assessment of deceased
wongari are important for the management and conservation of K'gari's wongari population. Any sick,
injured, or deceased wongari should be reported immediately to QPWS.
Contributed by the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation and
QPWS Natural Resource & Wongari Management team, K'gari

K'gari Natural Resource and Wongari (Dingo) Management Team win
Safety Award
The Director-General's Safety Behaviour Awards recognise and reward individuals and teams who have
demonstrated commitment, leadership, and best practice in the workplace to improve the department's
health and safety culture. Twenty-eight nominations across two categories were entered for the award that
focuses on preventative measures.
The NR&WM team was awarded for Best Team Contribution
to Improving Safety and Wellbeing. This category recognises
the team efforts and practices that establish, improve and
maintain safety and wellbeing by implementing preventative
measures and influencing safety behaviour.
'Keeping visitors' dingo-safe is priority-one for the Wongari
Management Team on K'gari, with the team actively
educating visitors through a broad 'Be dingo safe' campaign which includes campsite briefings – particularly
for families with small children. They also monitor wongari behaviour with tracking collars and maintain a
range of safety measures, including wongari fencing and campsite locker boxes. Their work has recently been
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endorsed by an expert panel and the Queensland Chief Scientist, who support their ongoing efforts and
action.'
The team recognises that this is a fantastic acknowledgement for the work we all do, including all the other
management units, co-managers and stakeholders that are a part of the ongoing Conservation and Risk
Management program. So a big thank you to the anonymous person(s) who nominated the team for this
award.
On behalf of the team, thank you for the acknowledgement and to all working with QPWS to ensure the
conservation and risk management of K'gari wongari.
Contributed by QPWS Natural Resource & Wongari Management team K'gari

Conserving Mur'rindum on Butchulla Country
Mur'rindum (Butchulla language), Black-breasted button-quail,
Turnix Melanogaster or BBBQ is listed as Vulnerable under the
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 and Queensland Nature Conservation Act
1992.

Female mur’rindum or black-breasted button-quail
(photo: Patrick Webster)

Sadly, the species is negatively impacted by bushfires and drought
(through impacts to its habitat), both associated with climate
change. The Butchulla Land and Sea Rangers (BLSR) are currently
undertaking a 3-year project to deliver actions under the National
recovery plan for the BBBQ and increase its resilience to climate
change.

Funded
by
a
Queensland Government Community Sustainability Action
Grant, project work started in August with a week-long training
workshop. Rangers deployed trail cameras on K'gari and
adjacent Butchulla Country, including the Inskip Recreational
Area and Double Island Point, where BBBQ populations had
previously been recorded.
BBBQ researcher Patrick Webster from the University of
Queensland delivered the training, supported by the
Queensland Herbarium (who unfortunately could not attend
BLSR training participants were joined by QPWS
due to a Brisbane lockdown). A total of eleven people were
Rangers, and FINIA volunteers with Patrick Webster
trained. The team was led by the BLSR's Chantel Van Wamelen,
from UQ (Photo: Chris Barnes)
Myles Broome, Blayde Foley, Tilly Davis and Jymara Burns, with
QPWS Rangers Russ Simkins, Megan Wilson, Rachel Killer and Grant Matson, with volunteers Chris Barnes
and Sue Sargent (USC/FINIA).
Nine sites were assessed between Inskip Point and Double
Island Point, with five cameras put in place. A further 19 sites
on K'gari were assessed along the island's east coast between
Hook Point and Champagne Pools, with 15 cameras left in situ.
Fire probably poses the greatest threat to BBBQ habitat in this
region, which was evident in the re-assessment of BBBQ sites
that were active in 2018. Many of these locations were burnt
out during the 2020 K'gari bushfire event, with no signs of
current BBBQ activity.
Preliminary assessment has confirmed mur’rindum at
several locations (Photo: BLSR)

On site, there was evidence of feral cats, fox and habitat
damage by pigs (mainland only). Access management and
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associated weeds such as green panic grass, lantana, Mossman River grass, blackberry nightshade and
passion vine were also identified as a threat as these species do not provide suitable habitat for the birds.
After six weeks, the cameras were collected with some great initial results. There was lots of evidence of
BBBQ activity at Inskip Point (Rainbow Beach) and around Dilli Village and Champagne Pools (K'gari). As a
result, the BLSR will be focusing on this area with future habitat protection from identified threats and
traditional fire plans for the next burn season.
Article contributed by Chantel Van Wamelen, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation

The World's Tiniest Wattle on the World's largest sand island
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Natural Resource
Management team staff Rachel and Megan discovered how tiny the
vulnerable Tiny Wattle (Acacia baueri subsp. baueri) is while they
were out in the field with visiting University of Sunshine Coast
students on K'gari.
This little gem grows to 50cm high and is found on infertile sands in
the wallum habitat from Burrum Coast in Queensland to just north of
Botany Bay in NSW. They are easily overlooked amongst the native
vegetation. But if you look closely, an identifying feature is the small
down-turned curve at the end of the leaves, somewhat similar to
rosemary.
The tiny wattle (Acacia baueri subsp.baueri)

The tiny yellow flowers grow in clusters with 2.5cm long seed pods.
Photo: QPWS
Interestingly, researchers have observed that this species grows well
on K'gari on disturbed areas such as firebreaks and alongside vehicle tracks even after recent fire events.
Contributed by QPWS Natural Resource & Wongari Management team K'gari

Portable toilets mandatory for Teewah Beach
A new portable waste facility has been installed, and portable toilets are now mandatory at Teewah Beach
due to human waste being inappropriately disposed of in the area's natural environment.
Since 12 October 2021, all campers staying in the Teewah Beach
camping zones 1 to 7 have been required to bring and use a
portable toilet for the duration of their stay.
The camping zones cover 14km of beach, including the dune
area and sand cliffs between the Noosa Shire Council boundary
and Little Freshwater Creek.

Beach camping Teewah Beach Photo: QPWS

This new requirement is considered the best answer to the issue
of high levels of bush toileting occurring at Teewah Beach,
particularly during peak times, contaminating the environment
and posing an unacceptable health risk to campers and visitors.

Constructing permanent toilets in the camping zones at Teewah Beach is not feasible as shifting sands and
tidal influences make it impossible to erect any permanent structures.
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) has installed a portable waste disposal facility at Noosa North
Shore to assist campers with the new requirement. The facility is at Noosa North Shore's second cutting,
making it easy for campers travelling from Teewah Beach to dispose of their waste before heading home.
The facility – a $576,000 investment that incorporates four individual dump points and a specially
constructed access road and standing areas – complements similar amenities in the Cooloola Recreation Area
at the Freshwater day-use area and on Clarkson Drive in the Rainbow Beach township.
The waste disposal facility and the mandatory use of portable toilets by campers will go a long way towards
reducing pollution and improving everyone's experience when visiting the Cooloola Recreation Area.
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From 12 October, it has been an offence to camp in this area without a portable toilet, with an on-the-spot
penalty of $413 applying for offenders.
While using portable toilets in the Teewah Beach camping zones is now mandatory, rangers will focus on
education rather than compliance over the coming months.
In the weeks since implementing this mandatory requirement, QPWS rangers have been talking to campers
about the benefits of using portable toilets and human waste disposal facilities. For more information, go to
https://parks.des.qld.gov.au/parks/cooloola/camping/teewah-beach
Contributed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, Coastal and Islands Region
Editor: So, is the use of portable toilets mandatory for camping on K'gari?
The DES website suggests portable toilets are required for Coolooloi Creek and Cornwell's group camping
areas. In addition, portable toilets are recommended for all other camping areas where no toilet facilities are
provided.
Portable toilet waste disposal facilities are located at:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waddy Point: approximately 400m south of Orchid Beach service station
Dundubara: on the Dundubara entrance track
Woralie Road: at the beach entrance of the road near K'gari private camping area
Cornwell's camping zone: at the beach entrance of Cornwells Break Road
Wanggoolba Creek barge landing: adjacent to toilet facilities
Hook Point: at the intersection of Hook Point inland road and the 11km beach access track.

Please show you care about campsite hygiene on K'gari. Show some respect, and bring a portable toilet.

Volunteering with FIDO at Eurong
FIDO has been organising volunteer weed control trips to Eurong for many years. Led by Su Dawson, the
following summarises the most recent trip with volunteers Ross Webster, Mike and Mars Oram.
Starting on Tuesday, 17 August 2021, our planned K'gari work trip to Eurong was postponed due to a COVID19 lockdown. Catching the 1.00pm ferry to Kingfisher, Su provided each of us with a simple but delicious premade COVID-safe lunchbox with fresh salad and bbq chicken.
We first drove to the K'gari World Heritage Discovery Centre that opened in
March 2021 at Kingfisher Bay Resort. A series of information panels curated
by USC staff and students detailing the complex ecosystems of this natural
phenomenon led to the island's World Heritage listing in 1992. Several
panels document John Sinclair's and FIDO's work, with many of John's
photos displayed.
Arriving at the eastern beach at 3.30pm, our first stop was the FIDO run
nursery. Ranger Barry was asked to unlock some gates enabling us to work
in and outside the dingo fence during the week before checking into our
accommodation, San Antonio.
A familiar visitor at San Antonio, the

On Day 2, we were greeted by a bush stone thick-knee (curlew) staring in bush stone curlew (Photo: FIDO)
the sliding door. This curlew is always at San Antonio. It was an early
breakfast and early start, weeding at the new toilet ramp area. We then moved to the native plant garden at
the main beach entrance. The gardens were full of thistle, dandelion, fleabane and crows foot grass, and we
pulled out six full bags.
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After morning tea, we went outside the dingo fence in front of the old Sinclair home, Talinga. This area is
usually quite wet and swampy, but not today. Ross, Greg and Mars attacked the Easter Cassias bagging
thousands of seed pods and cutting back and painting the stumps with the herbicide Vigilant, working for
three hours. Mike and Su attacked two extensive stands of lantana at the dingo grid in front of Talinga.
Greg and Mike took all the bags to the tip, amused by several mattresses occupied by lace monitors. Su
finished off the lantana, and Ross weeded the area next to Easton St before Greg and Ross went to the
nursery to select plants for the Orchid Beach general store for their gardens. Peta, from Orchid Beach,
collected the plants and was happy with the variety and size.
Day 3, we headed to Residential (Second) Valley's Singapore Alley,
named after the original heavy infestation of Singapore daisy. We
found some excellent areas of healthy native vegetation with
flowering Melastoma (blue tongue) and part of the hill with
flowering yellow paper daisy plants. We started removing sisal,
ground asparagus, praxelis before tackling several patches of Easter
cassia with many thousands of seed pods. Unfortunately, despite
our best efforts, we were not able to finish it all. Easter cassia and
ground asparagus need to be followed up, and coral creeper needs
to be sprayed as it is very widespread. Moving to the other side of
Volunteers hard at work weeding (Photo: FIDO)
the dingo fence, Su and Mars pulled out some periwinkle and then
found cassia covered in seed pods. Greg, Ross and Mike had started
on a larger patch of Easter cassia, joining forces to bag the seed pods before pulling out the plants or using
"cut and paste" where they were too big to be pulled. We filled three bags with seed pods before it was time
to go, but there were still many cassia plants left to do.
Greg, Mike, Ross and Mars went for a walk along the beach to Second Valley and back via the old nature
walk, picking up rubbish off the beach and a few weeds along the way. Su went to the firebreak to spray coral
creeper seedings.
Day 4, we left Eurong at 7.45am to visit the western beach via Lake Allom, where we checked the Harold
Charles Barracks. It was clear to see how close the fires had come to the hut, but everything else looked good.
Ross cut back a blackened melaleuca near the hut before all the bracken fern in front and to the side of the
hut was removed for fire hazard reduction. An amazing number of seedlings grew under the bracken fern,
such as flowering Dianella, lady's slipper (a lovely purple flower), hovea and wattle. We walked up to the
water tank and saw more of the burned vegetation.

We continued on our way to Woralie creek campgrounds, 35
minutes from the Barracks. There were more visible burnt banksias
in the wallum area with bright green regrowth and spring flowers of
the purple/pink boronia, white rice, and yellow pea. When we
reached the western beach, the weather was fine with clouds and
stunning blue water. We drove to the next creek north, Bowarrady
Creek, and had a brief stop to look at ancient preserved satinay trees
covered by sand for hundreds of years that are now exposed on the
beach before driving north to the coloured sands. A quick stop for a
look and photo opportunity at Knife Blade sand blow, and we were
off again. At about 3.30pm, we arrived back and picked up a range
of plants from the nursery to plant the next day.

View from the Barracks, Lake Allom (Photo: FIDO)

Day 5, we planted a selection of plants in front of the new toilet building Dianella, swamp banksia, Hoya, river
Lilly, snake vine, fan flower and soap bark tree. Mike updated the signs on the notice board. Greg and Ross
brought in two small tree logs for the Hoya's to grow over, adding some structure to the landscape.
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Once that was all done and watered, we went back to Singapore Alley. Greg and Su sprayed coral creeper for
about 300m2, while Mars, Ross and Mike attacked Easter cassia.
After morning tea, we joined forces to continue picking the Easter
cassia beans from the trees and ground, after which the trees were
either pulled or "cut and pasted" with Vigilant. Su sprayed an area
of painted spurge next to the dump, and Ross continued weeding at
the hill near the water tanks, north of the dingo fence. Mike, Greg
and Mars went for a beach walk and then weeded the Eurong
garden bed north of the restaurant in front of the resort rooms.
Day 6, we were up early, and Mars even went to see the sunrise.
The first destination was the tip to drop seven bags of weeds and
Volunteers enjoy some down time after a busy trip
Easter cassia seeds. Then, Mike, Ross and Greg weeded a huge area
to Eurong with Su Dawson (Photo: FIDO)
of the natural bush from the tip eastward and along the dingo fence
for lantana, Easter cassia and asparagus before focusing on the painted spurge west of the water tanks and
finding Brazilian nightshade.
Su and Mars drove to the nursery to pot up 83 seedlings before
returning to the Eurong garden bed for an hour's weeding. We
finished the day by planting Dianella, snake vine and fan flower at
Talinga. Finally, we enjoyed our last dinner at the Eurong restaurant
to finish a productive trip to Eurong.
At 3pm, Ranger Russ Simpkins had invited us for a talk on the dingo
capture program. It was a fascinating talk, and we were shown the
dingo traps, collars, cameras and even had a try at blowing the
sedation darts (without the chemical and needle).
Across the five days, volunteers contributed 118.5 hours of work, collecting 16 bags of weeds, spraying 900m2
of weeds and planting 33 plants. It's all in a week's work for FIDO Eurong volunteers.
Contributed by Mars Osram, Fraser Island Defenders Organisation

Two-way learning opportunity for QUT students and teachers - thanks
to the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation's Land and Sea Program
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) ecology students (95 students participated across three trips)
held their inaugural field trip to study different forest types' cultural and ecological characteristics on K'gari
in early September 2021. The goal was for the future biological and environmental scientists and their
teachers to learn from Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation's Land and Sea Program Blayde Foley and Tilly Davis
about the cultural significance of sites and flora (where appropriate to share), and environmental biosecurity
threats and management.

Tilly Davis, BLSR teaches QUT students at Eli Creek,
identifying plant species and their uses as tools,
building materials and medicines (Photo: Jenn Firn)

QUT students were also taught on one of the days in the field by
University of Sunshine Coast (USC) researcher Associate Professor
Grahame Applegate, who recently published Vegetation of Fraser
Island/K'gari, a required text for the course. The other required
course text being Dr Fiona Foley's book (Butchulla artist and
academic, Griffith University), Biting the Clouds, A Badtjala
perspective on the Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the Sale
of Opium Act, 1987, which recently won the QLD's Premier Literacy
award. QUT students and teachers were also honoured to speak
with Dr Foley in August in Brisbane while surrounded by her
impactful multi-media art that speaks volumes at her retrospective
art show. QUT students and teachers also had the honour to meet
and hear from Aunty Joyce Bonner Butchulla, Community Linguist
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who sang 'K'gari Nyinda Narmi' and her song 'Ngali Yan' (We All Walk)—a special moment, all will remember.
Because of the generosity of the BAC, BLSR, USC, and Griffith
University, the students were immersed in a unique holistic
learning community.
Tilly gave QUT students and teachers evening presentations on
how myrtle rust threatens Butchulla country and cultural values.
Blayde and Tilly also regularly discussed cultural fire
management as a successful and sustainable management
strategy for biosecurity threats, particularly for myrtle rust and
weed management. Both Rangers also participated in all the
data collection activities teaching alongside QUT teachers every
step of the way.
"I emphasised to the students the extensive ecological,
Tilly Davis, BLSR and QUT students preparing to put in
biological, and botanical knowledge of our old people that has
a transect to collect vegetation data at breathtaking
Pile Valley (Photo: Jenn Firn)
been passed down through the generations and how themes of
physics and chemistry are embedded in Indigenous cultures",
said Tilly. QUT students and teachers also learned about the three Butchulla Lores and were given
opportunities to reflect on how they applied to their studies and career aspirations.
Our collective goal (BLSR and QUT) was for the students "to
appreciate the significance of Indigenous knowledge and the
importance of engaging with the first scientists, Aboriginal and
Zendath Kes/Torres Strait Islander peoples." Importantly, we
hope that the students will strive "to combine cultural and
academic sciences to create sustainable solutions; while
respecting Indigenous peoples' intellectual property and cultural
protocols", as Tilly described.

Collage of student posters drawn in one night and
presented the next morning before departing K’gari
to highlight what they had learnt

The students wrote and gave talks about what they learned
before leaving K'gari and were a little shocked when, as scientists,
they were given the task of drawing their learning. However, they
quickly embraced the opportunity to be creative.

The common theme across all student talks was the information
that Tilly and Blayde shared with them and expressed how they were deeply affected by the opportunity to
Examples of direct student reflections on the field trip.
“I think the thing that stuck with me was that science extends past what we know now. It is not just what is
discovered in a lab or through examination, it’s also significantly reliant on historic cultural practices passed down
through generations, like those of the Butchulla who have a unique understanding of the land (which we can’t
possibly understand to the full extent without them). Science can sometimes only take you so far, and that is why it
is so important for ecological scientists and indigenous ecological scientists to work hand in hand. This is something
that I know I’ll remember for later years when I’m in the field, and until that trip I had not realized the significance.”
QUT science student Jessicah Lewis
“What stood out was the way the Butchulla people would treat the pandanas fruit to detoxify it. I can't imagine the
process it took to refine their technique, but their persistence and ingenuity is really incredible. What was also
memorable was the focus of land management. I remember Tilly mentioning how the vines clogged up the shrubbery
and stopped the wongari from getting through. The animal-centric approach was new to me (and while of course
flora on its own is important) it was great to see that approach.” QUT science student Kara Thompson
“Listening and talking with Tilly and Blayde, were invaluable for me. I really appreciate informal-information flows,
and collaborative learning environments - where conversation breathes life into memories with lived experience. I
see these moments as opportunities to unravel knots of ideo-spatial ‘knowledge’. I value reflective service-learning
too, which is how I related to the poster presentation activity. Open environments make minds open.” QUT
environmental science student Zachary Van Haaften-Thompson
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learn from the Rangers. Without being prompted, most of the
groups acknowledged Butchulla country and Elders before their
presentations. Seeing the students making an effort to respect
cultural protocols and recall with enthusiasm what the BLSRs shared
with them was inspiring and showed the learning community
achieved its goal.
During the field trip, QUT students collected data on the features of
the trees in the overstory and the trees and other plants in the
understory. QUT will share the data collected and the highest
achieving student scientific reports with the BAC and the BLSRs.
Thank you, BAC and BLSR.

Students walking along the track from Central
Station to Lake Boorangoora (Photo: Jenn Firn)

Article contributed by Jennifer Firn, Queensland University of Technology and
Matilda (Tilly) Davis, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation's Land and Sea Ranger Program

K'gari Snippets
K'gari, a new interactive documentary from SBS, is told by
internationally-acclaimed artist Fiona Foley with academic Larissa
Behrendt and features Miranda Otto in the role of Eliza Fraser. Tapping
right into the zeitgeist to illuminate the past, we're told that "K'gari tells
the story of one of the first alleged 'fake news' stories to be circulated
across Australia, the 'capture' of British woman Eliza Fraser by
Aboriginal people on Fraser Island (K'gari) in 1836".
Through the 10-minute, interactive documentary, "the user will witness
the clashing versions of events from Fiona and Eliza's perspectives and
will be required to unleash the natural forces of the island of K'gari,
including lightening, ocean and sand, to eliminate Eliza's words and
progress the story". NITV channel manager Tanya Orman said: "NITV is
dedicated to providing its community with a voice and this interactive
documentary, K'gari shares an important Indigenous perspective on this
historical news story." The online interactive animation can be accessed
here at the SBS K'gari site.
Bitou Bash - October marked the annual bitou bash, and although the team got rained out for some of the
week, they were able to conduct vehicle surveillance in some areas not checked previously. No bitou bush
was detected, which is a fantastic result with K'gari on track for eradication. Next year, the team hopes to
undertake a large aerial survey of the island with funding from QPWS and Biosecurity Queensland. On such
a large island, aerial surveillance is essential to achieve eradication.

Feature Pest: Shot hole borer
What is it?
Euwallacea spp. or shot hole borers and their associated fungi are
internationally significant pests threatening tree species of
commercial, amenity and environmental significance. They are highly
polyphagous (feed on a wide range of host species). The fungi they
vector (e.g. Fusarium spp.) pose a considerable and increasing threat
to a range of Australian subtropical and tropical horticultural
industries and tree species of urban and environmental significance.
These beetles are part of a cryptic species complex, meaning
different species are difficult to distinguish morphologically.
However, they can be differentiated using molecular tools, and each
species has different and variable fungal associates. They are
variously native to Southeast Asia and the Pacific regions (see map).

Cupaniopsis (Tea shot hole borer) pictured on
the Sunshine Coast (Photo: Jason McDowell,
Sunshine Coast Council)
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Polyphagous shot-hole borer (PSHB) Euwallacea fornicatus has spread to USA, Israel and South Africa. PSHB
and its associated Fusarium euwallaceae are both listed as priority exotic environmental pests. As well as
PSHB, within this complex, are the tea shot hole borer (TSHB), E. perbrevis, and Kuroshio shot hole borer
(KSHB), E. kuroshio. Both of these species are also invasive in other regions.
Where are they?

In Australia, TSHB is present in Queensland and northern NSW. Unfortunately, the polyphagous shot-hole
borer (PSHB) has just been detected in Western Australia and is currently under a biosecurity response. It
has not as yet been detected elsewhere in Australia.
What's the impact?
The host list is extensive, with over 100 "reproductive hosts". In severe cases, the beetle attack and
subsequent infection with the associated Fusarium fungus result in tree dieback and tree death.
In Queensland, the TSHB has been recorded causing dieback in avocado, and dieback and whole tree death
in native tuckeroo (Cupaniopsis anacardioides). However, it has not been detected on K'gari with surveys
conducted in native stands and planted trees around the townships (Eurong).
How does it spread?
Humans and their movements between regions are important vectors. Firewood is known around the
world to be a primary form of spread into new areas. Therefore, to protect K'gari, we should not move any
firewood from the mainland to K'gari.
The beetles can fly and transport the fungus. However, this is usually only a short distance and results in the
localised spread of the beetle and fungus.
What to look for
The beetles are too small to detect easily. However, you can
identify the infected trees. The symptoms of infected trees vary
from one tree species to another, and there are many signs that a
tree may be infected. Some of these signs are:
• Wilting trees
• Dead branches
• Exit/entry holes on the bark of the trees
• Shotgun-like lesions on the bark at entry/exit holes
• Sugar volcanoes on the bark at entry/exit holes
• Blotches of oozing resin on the bark at entry/exit holes
• Wood frass (wooden powder) on the bark at entry/exit
holes

Look for the signs including dead branches (Photo:
Jason McDowell, Sunshine Coast Council)
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For more images, please click here. For more information on the environmental exotic pest list, please check
out The National Priority List of Exotic Environmental Pests, Weeds and Diseases - DAWE.
Remember, if you see it report it – Exotic Plant Pest Hotline 1800 084 881
Article contributed by Geoff Pegg and Helen Nahrung, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
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Bush Regeneration and Monitoring
Eurong, Fraser Island
27 February to 5 March, 8 to 14 May, 31 July to 6 August and 23 to 29 October 2022 (Sunday
to Saturday).
FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding –bush regeneration programs in Eurong since
2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced the weed
threats there. Based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, work will
focus on weeding, bush regeneration, building the Eurong nursery's capacity, and continuing
FIDO's ongoing environmental monitoring programs. The program is supported by Eurong
Resort, providing dinner for the volunteers each night.
$300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.
Weed Management
Happy Valley, Fraser Island
17 to 23 March, 29 May to 4 June, 28 August to 3 September, and 13 to 29 November 2022
(Thursday to Wednesday).
Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation around Happy Valley.
A group of up to 8 will share "Kurrawa", a comfortable holiday house in the Centre of Happy
Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous seeds,
Abrus prectorius Var. Africanus. This weed is heavily impacting the vegetation but isn't found
anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus comes under control, the team will increasingly
eliminate large woody weeds Easter Cassia and Lantana. Again, fitness is needed to carry heavy
chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain.
$300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.
Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.
Fraser Island Natural Integrity Alliance Meeting
Town Hall, Maryborough
Tuesday 16 November, 10am to 2pm
For all FINIA members and supporters. Quarterly meetings are a great chance to catch up and
share what's happening or should be happening on Fraser Island (K'gari).
FREE (although we always appreciate a sponsor for morning tea or lunch).
Please contact the Chair, Sue Sargent, on 0429 462 041 or email contactfinia@gmail.com.
K'gari Symposium – K'gari Toward 2050
USC, Fraser Coast Campus
Friday 26 November
Open to K'gari stakeholders, community members, researchers, students and managers, the
Symposium has a one-day program including keynote presentations, plenary presentations, a
scenario exercise for participants to raise K'gari issues (threats) and knowledge gaps to futureproof K'gari for 2050. Register here.
$90, including lunch, morning and afternoon tea.
Please contact Dr Kim Walker, kwalker4@usc.eud.au
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Gambling Community Benefit Fund
One-off grants of up to $35,000 (inc. GST) for not-for-profit organisations to help provide
community services or activities that benefit the Queensland community. To increase access
to funding, the GCBF offer five funding rounds a year.
Round 113 will close at 11.59 pm on 28 February 2022.
cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
(07) 3247 4284
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/corporate/sponsorships-and-grants/grants/communitybenefit-funding-programs
Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme
Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living
environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the
following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building
(training), and research/science.
Next round opens 1st December 2021 (funding released February 2022)
(03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer
beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/
Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship
Founded by Dick Smith, up to $15,000 is available for Australian Geographic Society Project
Grants each quarter. The Society for Project Sponsorship funding targets all four Project
Categories: Science, Community, Adventure and Environment. The society also offers seed
grants between $500 and $3000.
Applications are now taken throughout the year for sponsorship rounds.
(02) 9263 9825
society@ausgeo.com.au
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2013/11/apply-forsponsorship
The Mullum Trust
Supports projects which have significant, ongoing or catalytic environmental
outcomes. Grants are available from $100 to $10,000. Projects with specific and localised
environmental outcomes are preferred, although locally based projects with far-reaching
impacts are also encouraged.
Ongoing
Mr Ryan Neoh on (03) 9671 6658
rneoh@deloitte.com.au
http://thetrusteeforthemullumtrust.myob.net/
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Thank You to Our Sponsors!
As many of you would be aware, the FINIA – the Natural Integrity Alliance for K'gari is a non-incorporated,
not-for-profit umbrella organisation for its partners. As a non-incorporated organisation, we rely on our
partners to support our activities for the K'gari (Fraser Island) World Heritage site, with no dedicated funding
to support our meetings, administration and barge transfers. Without this generosity, FINIA's activities would
be far more challenging, so we would like to acknowledge the following sponsors for their generous support:
Fraser Coast Regional Council – who provide meeting
venues.
Sealink Kingfisher Bay – who sponsor barge fares.
The University of the Sunshine Coast – who subsidise
accommodation at Dilli Village.
Groups and organisations - that sponsor catering for
meetings.
Add to this, our amazing contributors, volunteers and donors—K'gari is a special place that attracts truly
special people. Thanks to you all for making FINIA work.
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