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colonialf A A K (G Ftatddin 1 TZ@Wh&THMS Endeavoucarrying Lt James Cook a8a Joseph Banks,
scientist and sponsor for the tripecorded the islad.

Cook noted (on 19 May 177@,¢ KS f I yR KSNBlI 62dziasxs gKAOK Aada 2F Y2F
any we have seen on this coast, and the soil more sandy, there being several places where nothing else is to
be seen. In other placethe woods look to be low and shrubby, nor did seeY' | yé aaiA3dya 2F Ayl
How little he knew.

Matthew FlinderstJNE A RSR I Of S NBrNBORIGrowk thddvesiiga@Shingngthatvtitz3 | NR
sitesupportediarge numbesof Butchullapeopled b 2 § KAy 3 Ol y 6 S A YthidgeyirSuh, Y2 NB
but the smoke which arose in many parts corroborated and bespoke that fresh water was not scarce in this
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By1842 Andrew Petriehadexplored the islandeturningto Brisbane with reports about the abundance and
quality of timberit had to offe. The battle for Y Q MIANINE donomied a

Between 24 December 1851 and 3 January 1852, an expeditibby Commandant Frederick Walkeas

OF NNASR 2dzi (2 WoN&indsanatizadfon thé iglaidihe Eofimandadtfahdyhia crew of

Lt Marshall Sgt Major Dolan, 24 trooperandthe captain and crew of the schoonklargaret and Maryall

armed and sworn in as special constabl@sS NS NB & L2y a A of S . Fraghally keStimated 3 1 NRA
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Logging commenced in 1863, causingher conflict often with tragic results on both sides.dzii A G & &\
2dza i ( Ktnbeh that dttrfdRe dterest.Geological wealth lay in its richutile, ilmenite, zircon and
monazite depositsAs aresult, @and mining leases were first granted ir4B9

Graduallyanew movemengainred momentum¥ 2 NJ YcénhSekrvatiinin 1893, the AustraliaAssociation
for the Advancement of Science identified the islar~

as one of four outstanding areas of Australia md
suitable for national parksin 1963, the Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queenland Inc. (WPSQ) W
founded, with a Maryborough Branch foed in July
1967, drawing more interest to the island and i
conflicting land usesThe Australian Conservationgs
Foundation suggested that the island be listed for | #=
world heritage valueas early ad974.In 1971, the &= = . ot L
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation (FID@y . . =~ ™= g o NS
formed- taking up a legal challenge o\sand mining,  br John Hookey opens the Fraser Island Environmental Inquiry in
which finally ceased o081 December 1976. (Photo: John Sinclair

The State Government came under increasing pressure to halt loggig®@a In 1FD0, a Commission of
Inquiry, led by Tony Fitzgerald, was established to provide recommendatiofgasar Island's future use,
conservation and managemerginally, n 1991 after 130 years of operation, the forestry industry ceased.

InDecembem ppH =, IKSI R NI RQa& | NB S a by éhé Yhied Nadidng BAWR&ional | &
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Comimiitee ! dza (4 NI £ A | Q&
the World Heritage list in recognition of its outstanding natural universal valu@.3 | NJAutstandingl Yy
example @& ongoing biological, hydrological and geomorphological processes. The rainforest vegetation
growing on coastal dune systems at the scale founthenislandis unique The world's largest unconfined
aquifersupports mmerous freshwater lakestreams andvetlands.In addition,Y Q 3cbriks around half

the world's perched freshwater dune lakes.
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Although listed for three natural criteria (vii), (viii)
and (ix), it is hoped that the island wibe
recognisedfor its cultural values in the future.
K'gari is a breathtaking cultural landscape with a
continuous connection to the Butchulla people,
4 who dill practice their culture on the island today.
TheA a f lexfeRsiv@ forests and heathlantave
beena product of Butchulla management for many
millennia.
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site (Photo: Butchull&boriginal Corporatign In 2014, the Butchulla people were granted Native

CAGES F2NJ YQIAFINRZI gAGK |
granted for the island, waters of the Great Sandy Strait (Korrawinga) and parts of the mainland in 2019. In
2021, theButchullanameW Q MWablddopted i the World Heritage Committee for the World Heritesyte.
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consideration by th&®ueenslandinister for Resources, Scott Stewart.

YQIIFINARQa ad2NEB Aa f2y3ad {2YS Rdzy S ane dfyheplafess oldestt | y R
and most complete sequences of coastal durasichulla people, art of the oldest living civilisation in the
world, have beersustained byK'gari's freshwater lakes, land and sea countryatdeast6,500 years.

As we celebrate 30 years of World Heritagayse to remembe¥ Q 3 Icaxipléehistory andacknowledge
those thathavefought and diedfor the island Whether it is advocating fazo-managementconservation,
increasingbiosecurity or mitigating the impacts of climate chantggether - we must all playour part,
continuing KS FA3IKG F2NJ YQII NR ®

Contributed by Sue Sargent, FINIAK S b I G dzNJ £ Ly i S HiNdspedal thabksth | y OS
the lateDr John SinclaifOfor his publicationDiscovering Fraser Islaadd Cooloola (1997).

On 16 November 1972, the World Heritage Convention was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO.
World Heritage ishe designation for @ices on Earth that are of outstanding universal value to humanity,

with natural culturaland mixedproperties inscribed on the World Heritage List to be protected for future
generations to appreciate and enjoy. FINIA congratulates UNESCO as they cdiftprgéars of World
Heritage.

Facing a Biodiversity Crisis

A continent in crisishow many species will Australia lose by 20387 Pictured areathge®ellied parrot (Photo: Moonlit Sanctuary), Beins
wanderer Photo: Bush Heritage Australand the] S R6 Sl 4§ SNR& L2 &aadzy ot K2G2Y {GiS@Sy Ydzad

We are facing a biodiversity crisis. Since 1788, Australia has lost 30 mammal species and 29 bird species we
had known and identified.

The real picture is prably worse than thse figures indicate because the first independent national report

on the Sate of theEnvironment in 1996 estimated that we had only identified abou4d® the species here.

That first report said that we had a unique and beautiful environment, with much of it in good condition by
international standards, but we also had some serious problems that needed to be tackled as a matter of
urgency.

In 1992 the Council of Australian GovernmenS8oAG agreedon a National Strategy for Ecologically
Sustainable Developmenihe CommonwealthState and Territory governments committed to a pattern of
developmentthat protected our unique biodiversity, conserved th#egrity of our natural systems and
respected the needs of future generationgnfortunately, here has been little evidencehat recent
governments, ALP or Coalition, State or national, adhere to those principles.

Five later reportsn the Sate of theEnvironment, the most recemy suppressed by the Morrison government
and only released after the 2022 election, have all emphasised with increasing urgency the same fundamental
problem. Increasing numbers of the species and ecosystems we know abouteatetied.



A 2018Threatened Species Recovery Hub repdamtied nine bird species for which the probability of
extinction in the next 20 years is greater thar@60rhe list included the orandeellied parrot, the plains
wanderer and the regent honey eateFhe same report listed nine mammal species that are more than 25
LISNJ OSyid tA1Ste (G2 06S8S02YS SEGAYyOG Ay (GKS ySEG wun

The causes of extinction are wkhown: habitat destructionintroduced predator speciesand chemtal

pollution. All those are directly linked wur demand2 y G KS LJ F ySiQa yI GdzNIf ae
said, environmental problem®sult fromthe growth and distribution of the human population, our lifestyle
choices and the technologies we u3@ make the situation worse, all the pressures on our natural systems

are now being supplemented by climate change.

We should not be surprised that climate change is affecting natural systems. What plants need argyrow
carbon dioxide, water and warmth. We are changing all those factors. By changing growing conditions, we
systematically alter the balance between difat speciesThischanges the food available to herbivores,
while their responses affect the food available to carnivorous predators. The changing climate also affects
insects and disease vectors, so it should nosbrorisingthat increasing numbers of our native species are
threatened. As well as the gradual and predicted impacts of climate change, we are now experiencing a
dramatic increase in the number and intensity of extreme events: floods, heatwaves, tropical cyaidnes a
catastrophic fire seasons.

The fundamental problem is that our environmental science is not yet sufficiently advanced to predict the
consequences. We are pulling random bricks out of the complex wall of life, unaware of when whole sections
could colapse. As the latest report warned, we risk catastrophic outcomes. The natural environment is not
just aesthetically valuable. Our healtiving standards, cultural and spiritual fulfilment and connection to
country are all intelinked; our deteriorating @vironment threatens all

There are some positive signs, protected areas within which threatened species are recondiinitiadives

that respect and build on the knowledge of the Traditional Ownei®aoihtry. But the Samuel review found

that the legd framework is inadequate. Our environmental laws are not protecting threatened species or
endangered ecological communities. We urgently need our governments to move beyond their obsession
with economic growth and recognise that our first duty is to pobtie integrity of natural systems. We rely

on those systems to provide the essentials of our life: breathable air, drinkable veaigithe capacity to
produce food.

Maintaining what remains of our unique biodiversity is not a luxury. It is criticaluocivilisation.

Article contributed by Professor lan Lowe AO

The John Sinclair Memorial Lecture is a biennial event hosted by FIDO commemorating the life and work of
John Sinclair AO. John dedicated his life to the preservation and protection of K'gari (Fraser Island). [This

year's lectureg| 2 y 2 dzZNRA y 3 Wegkcy: prptécyh@dut blodiraityas held at the University of
0KS {dzyaKAYS /21 aGQa { ALILR 5 2 deyfricolltagué Pididssor IghRowR.St A @
A copy ohis presentation is availabtaline.

Myrtle Rust, the Slent Killer

Myrtle rust's impacbn our native ecosystems has now been captured on film. This film introduces myrtle
rust and its cultural, social and ecological effects on Australia's natiwieoement. Indigenous rangers,
scientists and landowners share stories of this fungal disease and its impact on our precious species and
landscapes. We learn about their efforts to bring species back from the brink of extinction and the value of
protecting our unique ecosystems from biosecurity threats for generations to come.

To watch this powerful documentary, please clieke.


https://youtu.be/TR4TBMa4rPc
https://youtu.be/377xA_FeJoA

Myrtle rust, caused by the exotic fungu
Austropuccinia psidii is native to South
America. However, i1 was first detected in
Australia in April 2010 in NSW, spreadir
rapidly to other parts of Australia. The diseas
affects plant species in the family Mgceae
and attacks new growth, with symptom:
developing quickly on newhoots young
leavesand stems. Myrtle rust is affecting mort
than 380 Australian species, with sixtee
species predicted to become extinct within
generation and many more are in adine.

a@NILfS Nuzad 61 a FANRA
but assessments on the impaat the disease
on different species and ecosystems on tt
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Collaborations between Butchulla Land ar
Sea Rangers and the Queenslddepartment
of Agriculture and Fisheries have seen seve
joint surveys conducted since 2018, includir

K'gari (Fraser Island)
Myrtle Rust
Sites
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Scale 1:430,000

looking at impactpostwildfire. Large areas oOf s

the island have been surveyed with myrtle ru:
detected in Melaleuca wetlands, heatl
environments, weé sclerophyll
rainforests and vegetation surrounding a fe
of the lakes. Species affected includ

Cinnamon myrtle Backhousia myrtifolig
blackbutt Eucalyptus pilular)s midgen berry
(Austromyrtus dulcjs satinay $yncarpia hilljj

Silky myrie @ecaspermum humileand paperbarkMelaleuca quinquenervjaThe most significant impacts
have been recorded in areas recovering from the wildfires in 2019 and 2020.
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Myrtle rust on young midgen berry frgiOcean Lake (Photos: Department of Agriculture and Figheries
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Myrtle rust onSatinay saplings regenerating after the f{fie¢lsotos: Department of Agriculture and Fisheries)
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together to manage the impacts. Collectsgedand capturing valuable germplasm of species deiffiected

is an important strategy to ensure species are not lost. Grodisgaseresistantseedlings for regeneration
programsand implementing galangoor gira (good fire) or cultural fire managemélihthelp manage the
impactson different ecosystems.

Article contributed by Dr Geoff Pegg, Department of Agriculture andrkésh
and Tilly Davis, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation

Consensu® dzA f RAY 3 2y YQ3II NAQ&E CANB YIy
The University of the Sunshine Coast has received Queensland Resilience and Risk Reduction Funding
(QRRRF) to facilitatetlaree-dayg 2 N] a K2 LJ G2 3AF Ay O2yaSyadz 2y YQ3Il NA
to seek agreement on reducing the risk and limiting the impact of fire as a natural hazard on Great Sandy
WHACY QI NA® ¢KS 202S0GAGSa INB G2Y

1. Improve understanding of increasinggfirisk
to the unique naturat; ecological and cultural
environment;
2. Strengthen partnershipased collaboration
on fire management among all key
stakeholders, including the BAC, QPWS, QFES,
Fraser Coast Council, Kingfisher Bay Resort,
community and businesrepresentatives
GKNRdAK (GKS YQ3aAFNR [20FftAde {LISOAFAO CANB
Management Group;

3. Draw on the draft Fire Risk Management YQIINA Q3 RSOIaiAy3d o0daAKTANSD
StrategyA RS y GAFASR A y i K Heritage property (Photo: The Australian) 5
Review 202¢21;

4. Share stakeholder perspectives, practice, and experience with prescribed burning techniques (including
cultural burns) to prepare for increasing bushfire risk and with ways of responding to wildifiees (
suppression); and,

5. Develop consensus among stakeholders about fire management approaches, recognising Butchulla
LISNARLISOGADSEAE 6KAOK ¢l & ARSYGATFTASR & | LINA2NAR G«
Hervey Bay.



