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Celebrating Thirty Years of World Heritage 

There is little Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛ όCǊŀǎŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘύ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ contentious. The 
colonial ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛ started in 1770, when HMS Endeavour, carrying Lt James Cook and Sir Joseph Banks, 
scientist and sponsor for the trip, recorded the island.  
 
Cook noted (on 19 May 1770), ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜŀōƻǳǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ōŀǊǊŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ 
any we have seen on this coast, and the soil more sandy, there being several places where nothing else is to 
be seen. In other places, the woods look to be low and shrubby, nor did we see Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦέ 
How little he knew. 
 
Matthew Flinders ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ YΩƎŀǊƛ in 1802 (from the Investigator), hinting that the 
site supported large numbers of Butchulla people. άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ōŀǊǊŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ this peninsula, 
but the smoke which arose in many parts corroborated and bespoke that fresh water was not scarce in this 
{ŀƴŘȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ hǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǊŜΦέ      
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²ƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ YΩƎŀǊƛΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
of the FINIA newsletter than usual ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ been the 
review of the Great Sandy Marine Park Zoning Plan and  
Draft Biosecurity Plan, a new documentary on myrtle 
rust, a co-designed Climate Adaptation Plan and 
numerous other projects underway.  

Lǘϥǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ YΩƎŀǊƛ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ she deserves.   

Join us as we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of World 
Heritage and the formal launch ƻŦ YΩƎŀǊƛ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ 
(KCT). Congratulations to all concerned.   

The Editor 
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By 1842, Andrew Petrie had explored the island returning to Brisbane with reports about the abundance and 
quality of timber it had to offer. The battle for YΩƎŀǊƛΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ commenced. 
 
Between 24 December 1851 and 3 January 1852, an expedition led by Commandant Frederick Walker was 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ΨōǊŜŀƪ ǳǇΩ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ŏƭŀƴǎ seeking sanctuary on the island. The Commandant and his crew of 
Lt Marshall, Sgt Major Dolan, 24 troopers, and the captain and crew of the schooner Margaret and Mary (all 
armed and sworn in as special constables) ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YΩƎŀǊƛ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ. Tragically, an estimated 
100 AōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƭŀǎǘŜŘΦΩ  
 
Logging commenced in 1863, causing further conflict, often with tragic results on both sides. .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ timber that attracted interest. Geological wealth lay in its rich rutile, ilmenite, zircon and 
monazite deposits. As a result, sand mining leases were first granted in 1949. 
 
Gradually, a new movement gained momentum ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛ - conservation. In 1893, the Australian Association 
for the Advancement of Science identified the island 
as one of four outstanding areas of Australia most 
suitable for national parks. In 1963, the Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Queenland Inc. (WPSQ) was 
founded, with a Maryborough Branch formed in July 
1967, drawing more interest to the island and its 
conflicting land uses. The Australian Conservation 
Foundation suggested that the island be listed for its 
world heritage value as early as 1974. In 1971, the 
Fraser Island Defenders Organisation (FIDO) was 
formed - taking up a legal challenge over sand mining, 
which finally ceased on 31 December 1976.  
 
The State Government came under increasing pressure to halt logging on YΩƎŀǊƛ. In 1990, a Commission of 
Inquiry, led by Tony Fitzgerald, was established to provide recommendations on Fraser Island's future use, 
conservation and management. Finally, in 1991, after 130 years of operation, the forestry industry ceased.   
 
In December мффнΣ YΩƎŀǊƛ, ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŀƴŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Committee ŀǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǘŜƴǘƘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻƴ 
the World Heritage list in recognition of its outstanding natural universal value. YΩƎŀǊƛ ƛǎ ŀƴ outstanding 
example of ongoing biological, hydrological and geomorphological processes. The rainforest vegetation 
growing on coastal dune systems at the scale found on the island is unique. The world's largest unconfined 
aquifer supports numerous freshwater lakes, streams and wetlands. In addition, YΩƎŀǊƛ contains around half 
the world's perched freshwater dune lakes.  

 
Although listed for three natural criteria (vii), (viii) 
and (ix), it is hoped that the island will be 
recognised for its cultural values in the future. 
K'gari is a breathtaking cultural landscape with a 
continuous connection to the Butchulla people, 
who still practice their culture on the island today. 
The ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ extensive forests and heathlands have 
been a product of Butchulla management for many 
millennia.  
 
In 2014, the Butchulla people were granted Native 
¢ƛǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ 

granted for the island, waters of the Great Sandy Strait (Korrawinga) and parts of the mainland in 2019. In 
2021, the Butchulla name ΨYΩƎŀǊƛΩ was adopted by the World Heritage Committee for the World Heritage site. 

Dr John Hookey opens the Fraser Island Environmental Inquiry in 1975 
(Photo: John Sinclair) 

.ǳǘŎƘǳƭƭŀ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YΩƎŀǊƛ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 
site (Photo: Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation)  
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A ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ YΩƎŀǊƛ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Place Names Act 1994 is currently under 
consideration by the Queensland Minister for Resources, Scott Stewart.   
                                                                             
YΩƎŀǊƛΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƻƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŘǳƴŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ тллΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ, one of the planet's oldest 
and most complete sequences of coastal dunes. Butchulla people, part of the oldest living civilisation in the 
world, have been sustained by K'gari's freshwater lakes, land and sea country for at least 6,500 years.  
 
As we celebrate 30 years of World Heritage, pause to remember YΩƎŀǊƛΩǎ complete history and acknowledge 
those that have fought and died for the island. Whether it is advocating for co-management, conservation, 
increasing biosecurity or mitigating the impacts of climate change, together - we must all play our part, 
continuing ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛΦ   
 

Contributed by Sue Sargent, FINIA ς ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ YΩƎŀǊƛ, with special thanks to  
the late Dr John Sinclair AO for his publication, Discovering Fraser Island and Cooloola (1997). 

                                                                                                                    

On 16 November 1972, the World Heritage Convention was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO. 
World Heritage is the designation for places on Earth that are of outstanding universal value to humanity, 
with natural, cultural and mixed properties inscribed on the World Heritage List to be protected for future 
generations to appreciate and enjoy. FINIA congratulates UNESCO as they celebrate fifty years of World 
Heritage. 

Facing a Biodiversity Crisis 

We are facing a biodiversity crisis. Since 1788, Australia has lost 30 mammal species and 29 bird species we 
had known and identified.  
 
The real picture is probably worse than these figures indicate because the first independent national report 
on the State of the Environment in 1996 estimated that we had only identified about 15% of the species here. 
That first report said that we had a unique and beautiful environment, with much of it in good condition by 
international standards, but we also had some serious problems that needed to be tackled as a matter of 
urgency.  
 
In 1992, the Council of Australian Governments (CoAG) agreed on a National Strategy for Ecologically 
Sustainable Development. The Commonwealth, State and Territory governments committed to a pattern of 
development that protected our unique biodiversity, conserved the integrity of our natural systems and 
respected the needs of future generations. Unfortunately, there has been little evidence that recent 
governments, ALP or Coalition, State or national, adhere to those principles. 
 
Five later reports in the State of the Environment, the most recently suppressed by the Morrison government 
and only released after the 2022 election, have all emphasised with increasing urgency the same fundamental 
problem. Increasing numbers of the species and ecosystems we know about are threatened.  
 

A continent in crisis - how many species will Australia lose by 2038? Pictured are the Orange-bellied parrot (Photo: Moonlit Sanctuary), the Plains 
wanderer (Photo: Bush Heritage Australia) and the [ŜŀŘōŜŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǎǳƳ όtƘƻǘƻΥ {ǘŜǾŜƴ YǳƛǘŜǊΣ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅύ 



4 

 

A 2018 Threatened Species Recovery Hub report listed nine bird species for which the probability of 
extinction in the next 20 years is greater than 50%. The list included the orange-bellied parrot, the plains 
wanderer and the regent honey eater. The same report listed nine mammal species that are more than 25 
ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘōŜŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǎǳƳΦ  
 
The causes of extinction are well-known: habitat destruction, introduced predator species, and chemical 
pollution. All those are directly linked to our demands ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ мффс ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
said, environmental problems result from the growth and distribution of the human population, our lifestyle 
choices and the technologies we use. To make the situation worse, all the pressures on our natural systems 
are now being supplemented by climate change. 
 
We should not be surprised that climate change is affecting natural systems. What plants need to grow are 
carbon dioxide, water and warmth. We are changing all those factors. By changing growing conditions, we 
systematically alter the balance between different species. This changes the food available to herbivores, 
while their responses affect the food available to carnivorous predators. The changing climate also affects 
insects and disease vectors, so it should not be surprising that increasing numbers of our native species are 
threatened. As well as the gradual and predicted impacts of climate change, we are now experiencing a 
dramatic increase in the number and intensity of extreme events: floods, heatwaves, tropical cyclones and 
catastrophic fire seasons.   
 
The fundamental problem is that our environmental science is not yet sufficiently advanced to predict the 
consequences. We are pulling random bricks out of the complex wall of life, unaware of when whole sections 
could collapse. As the latest report warned, we risk catastrophic outcomes. The natural environment is not 
just aesthetically valuable. Our health, living standards, cultural and spiritual fulfilment and connection to 
country are all interlinked; our deteriorating environment threatens all. 
 
There are some positive signs, protected areas within which threatened species are recovering and initiatives 
that respect and build on the knowledge of the Traditional Owners of Country. But the Samuel review found 
that the legal framework is inadequate. Our environmental laws are not protecting threatened species or 
endangered ecological communities. We urgently need our governments to move beyond their obsession 
with economic growth and recognise that our first duty is to protect the integrity of natural systems. We rely 
on those systems to provide the essentials of our life: breathable air, drinkable water, and the capacity to 
produce food.  
 
Maintaining what remains of our unique biodiversity is not a luxury. It is critical for our civilisation.  

Article contributed by Professor Ian Lowe AO  
 

The John Sinclair Memorial Lecture is a biennial event hosted by FIDO commemorating the life and work of 
John Sinclair AO. John dedicated his life to the preservation and protection of K'gari (Fraser Island). This 
year's lecture ς IƻƴƻǳǊƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊΩǎ Legacy: protecting our biodiversity, was held at the University of 
ǘƘŜ {ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ƻŀǎǘΩǎ {ƛǇǇȅ 5ƻǿƴǎ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ WƻƘƴϥǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term colleague Professor Ian Lowe. 
A copy of his presentation is available online.  

Myrtle Rust, the Silent Killer 

Myrtle rust's impact on our native ecosystems has now been captured on film. This film introduces myrtle 
rust and its cultural, social and ecological effects on Australia's native environment. Indigenous rangers, 
scientists and landowners share stories of this fungal disease and its impact on our precious species and 
landscapes. We learn about their efforts to bring species back from the brink of extinction and the value of 
protecting our unique ecosystems from biosecurity threats for generations to come.  
 
To watch this powerful documentary, please click here. 
 

https://youtu.be/TR4TBMa4rPc
https://youtu.be/377xA_FeJoA
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Myrtle rust, caused by the exotic fungus 
Austropuccinia psidii, is native to South 
America. However, it was first detected in 
Australia in April 2010 in NSW, spreading 
rapidly to other parts of Australia. The disease 
affects plant species in the family Myrtaceae 
and attacks new growth, with symptoms 
developing quickly on new shoots, young 
leaves, and stems. Myrtle rust is affecting more 
than 380 Australian species, with sixteen 
species predicted to become extinct within a 
generation, and many more are in decline. 
 
aȅǊǘƭŜ Ǌǳǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ YΩƎŀǊƛ ƛƴ нлмоΣ 
but assessments on the impact of the disease 
on different species and ecosystems on the 
ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ 
Collaborations between Butchulla Land and 
Sea Rangers and the Queensland Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries have seen several 
joint surveys conducted since 2018, including 
looking at impacts post-wildfire. Large areas of 
the island have been surveyed with myrtle rust 
detected in Melaleuca wetlands, heath 
environments, wet sclerophyll forests, 
rainforests and vegetation surrounding a few 
of the lakes. Species affected include 
Cinnamon myrtle (Backhousia myrtifolia), 
blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis), midgen berry 
(Austromyrtus dulcis), satinay (Syncarpia hillii), 
Silky myrtle (Decaspermum humile) and paperbark (Melaleuca quinquenervia). The most significant impacts 
have been recorded in areas recovering from the wildfires in 2019 and 2020. 

 

Myrtle rust on young midgen berry fruit ς Ocean Lake (Photos: Department of Agriculture and Fisheries) 

YΩƎŀǊƛ aȅǊǘƭŜ wǳǎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ {ƛǘŜǎ 
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ YΩƎŀǊƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
together to manage the impacts. Collecting seed and capturing valuable germplasm of species being affected 
is an important strategy to ensure species are not lost. Growing disease-resistant seedlings for regeneration 
programs and implementing galangoor gira (good fire) or cultural fire management will help manage the 
impacts on different ecosystems. 

Article contributed by Dr Geoff Pegg, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries  
and Tilly Davis, Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation  

Consensus-ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ YΩƎŀǊƛΩǎ CƛǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
The University of the Sunshine Coast has received Queensland Resilience and Risk Reduction Funding 
(QRRRF) to facilitate a three-day ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻƴ YΩƎŀǊƛ ŦƛǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ 
to seek agreement on reducing the risk and limiting the impact of fire as a natural hazard on Great Sandy 
WHA ς YΩƎŀǊƛΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻΥ   

1. Improve understanding of increasing fire risk 
to the unique natural ς ecological and cultural 
environment; 

2. Strengthen partnership-based collaboration 
on fire management among all key 
stakeholders, including the BAC, QPWS, QFES, 
Fraser Coast Council, Kingfisher Bay Resort, 
community and business representatives 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ YΩƎŀǊƛ [ƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ CƛǊŜ 
Management Group;  

3. Draw on the draft Fire Risk Management 
Strategy ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LD9a YΩƎŀǊƛ .ǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ 
Review 2020-21; 

4. Share stakeholder perspectives, practice, and experience with prescribed burning techniques (including 
cultural burns) to prepare for increasing bushfire risk and with ways of responding to wildfires (fire 
suppression); and, 

5. Develop consensus among stakeholders about fire management approaches, recognising Butchulla 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YΩƎŀǊƛ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнм ƛƴ 
Hervey Bay. 

Myrtle rust on Satinay saplings regenerating after the fires (Photos: Department of Agriculture and Fisheries) 

YΩƎŀǊƛΩǎ ŘŜǾŀǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нлнл ōǳǊƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
Heritage property (Photo: The Australian) 


