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Successful Partnership Preserves Scarred Tree for Future  

A quick response from BAC Directors, Butchulla members and Land and Sea rangers, QPWS rangers and the 
Coastal and Islands teams means a significant scarred tree near Central Station on K’gari will be preserved 
well into the future. 

On the morning of 11 November, a crew of Butchulla men (including the BAC’s Conway Burns and Bob 
Broome), QPWS rangers (including Rachel Killer and Boyd Blackman), a tree lopper with a front-end loader, 
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It’s February already! Where do the days, weeks and 
months go?  

With our work on K’gari, I am constantly reminded of the 
changing seasons. Wongari pups are now out and about 
as loggerhead hatchlings escape down the beach. Only 
one in a thousand hatchlings survive, hopefully returning 
to these shores in ~30 years to nest. 

Each plant and animal is an important part of K’gari, 
relying on the island’s beaches, streams, lakes and forests. 
Maintaining the island’s integrity keeps K’gari resilient.  

The Editor 
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and a tow truck with a 4WD cherry picker gathered to safely lop the tree considered unsafe by an arborists 
report commissioned in October. 

The tree was dead and showed advanced signs of decay. However, the trunk 
and its canoe scar were in good condition and clearly visible. 

Before starting work, a smoking ceremony was conducted by Conway Burns 
close to the tree. Griffith University assisted the project by making a 3-D scan 
of the scar as a record. 

BAC Director Conway Burns stated, “By making a permanent record of the scar, 
we know that it can be replicated in the future if needed.” 

The tree was lopped above the scar in short sections and safely lowered to the 
forest floor. A safe and respectful job was done by Zack and Owen from 
Advanced Trees, a local indigenous-owned business. Linseed oil was used as a 
preservative on the scar, and the top of the tree was ‘capped’ to prevent 
further water ingress. 

Gayle Minniecon, BAC Director and Chairperson, agreed that swift action 
should be taken to ensure public safety and preserve Butchulla culture. “Well 
done to the team. A true and successful partnership process and outcome. 
What is good for the land comes first,” she said. 

Talks between Butchulla representatives and QPWS Coastal and Islands 
regional officers have been ongoing this year to determine how best to 
preserve the scarred tree. 

Acting Regional Director for QPWS, Steve Price, said, “I acknowledge the 
Butchulla’s cultural knowledge and decision to lop and treat the tree to save it. 
Public safety and the risk to visitors are always a major priority for us all in the ongoing management of K’gari. 
This was a good result, and it’s pleasing to see the collaboration leading to the preservation of the tree.” 

Article contributed by Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation and  
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and Partnerships 

Wanggoolba Creek Daga-minjugin Project Success 

In October, nine women spent two days clearing overgrown vegetation along heavily congested parts of 
Wanggoolba Creek next to the boardwalk at Central Station’s Day Use Area. Vegetation built-up in 
Wanggoolba Creek areas was to be reduced to restore hydrology/flow and improve the creek’s aesthetics.   

The site is an important and sacred place for Butchulla women 
making it culturally and spiritually significant.  The cultural 
monitoring and maintenance project for the creek is called Daga-
minjugin, meaning birthing creek, as a respectful acknowledgement 
to Butchulla female apical ancestors who gave birth at Wanggoolba 
Creek. 

Butchulla women and QPWS rangers had previously identified areas 
heavily congested with fresh green overgrowth vegetation and dead 
debris, such as dead piccabeen palm fronds and old tree trunks that 
had fallen into the path of the creek after heavy rain. 

At the upper eastern end, the creek’s water level had fallen low 
enough that a few of the giant king ferns Angiopteris evecta had 

fallen over. The rare king ferns are considered one of the creek’s prime attractions. 

The overgrown green vegetation was strategically removed to have minimum impact on the ecological 
systems and minimise impacts on the surrounding ecosystems retaining habitat for wildlife such as birds, 

Wanggoolba Creek before the clean-up with 
debris impeding flow (Photo: QPWS&P) 

A 3-D scan of the tree scar by 
Griffith University as a 
permanent record (Photo: 
contributed) 
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fish, crustaceans and eels. The team carefully selected the areas and types of vegetation and how much or 
little to remove.   

Some vegetation required cutting back with machetes and other 
heavy-duty cutting tools, and when needed, a small chainsaw was 
used.  While in other areas, vegetation was cleared by hand.  The 
team covered approximately 600 metres of the creek bed and 
adjacent areas.  Some plastic waste was also retrieved from the 
creek. 

Although the debris was not entirely cleared, the BAC team has 
identified areas for future monitoring and maintenance.  Special 
thanks to QPWS Butchulla Rangers David Broome and Wayne 
Minniecon for their assistance and training the women participants 
in using a power carrier that QPWS provided.   

This project was an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the positive attitude to Country and collaborative 
work between the Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation (BAC) and QPWS.  

Article submitted by Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation  
and Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and Partnerships 

Beyond the K'gari Black Summer Bushfire  

In 2022, the BAC commenced an exciting new project to reinstate Butchulla cultural burns on K'gari. 
Partnering with the Everick Foundation and supported by a 2-year Black Summer Bushfire Grant from the 
Australian Government, the project takes a staged approach to building BAC and partner capacity to support 
cultural burns on K'gari.  

The Butchulla Fire Management and Heritage Conservation Project provides 
employment, training and capacity-building opportunities for Butchulla 
Rangers. The project stages are: 

1. Upskilling and training – building Butchulla capacity to co-manage fire on 
K'gari (from Fire Level I to Incident Control). 
2. Getting equipped and fire-ready – ensuring that the BAC Community 
Rangers and staff can safely participate in fire management. 
3. Conducting surveys – developing a methodology to ensure that cultural and 
natural heritage can be mapped and managed/protected during burns. 
4. Data management – developing a system to collect and report data 
supporting improved fire management of cultural and natural heritage assets 
on K'gari.  
5. Developing a K'gari Fire Management Plan – recognising the aspirations of 
the Butchulla community for cultural burns and fire management (currently 
under development). 

The project team has undertaken an extensive skills audit of Butchulla community members to identify those 
with existing fire management training or interested in 
furthering their skills in this area. As a result, four 
Butchulla community members were identified for skill 
development. Training commenced in October 2022.  

The BAC's fire response has also been enhanced by new 
equipment, including updates to the slip-on fire unit for 
the vehicle, identifying stickers (B001) and VHF radios 
for both the vehicle and base office in Pialba. 

Finally, a survey of the newly acquired Oysterman's 
Lease has been conducted, with a cultural burn plan 
under development for the block.     

BAC & QPWS staff hard at work during the 
clean-up (Photo: QPWS&P) 

Reinstating cultural burns on K’gari 
to increase the island’s resilience 
to climate change (Photo: BAC) 

Surveying the Oysterman’s Lease Block (Photo: Everick Foundation) 
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The project is re-igniting Butchulla use of gira (fire) and enabling intergenerational sharing and transfer of 
knowledge from elders to the BAC's Land and Sea Rangers and staff, increasing the capacity of the BAC to 
lead and deliver traditional burns in the future. In addition, it empowers the BAC to support sustainable 
bushfire risk management beyond the project's life, increasing K'gari's resilience to the risks of climate 
change.  

Article contributed by Butchulla Aboriginal Corporation 
 

Wongari Rescued from Crab Pot 

Rangers on K’gari (Fraser Island) are accustomed to hearing the wongari (dingo) howl, so when they heard 
the recent cries from a juvenile, they knew it was in trouble. Ranger in Charge Dr Linda Behrendorff said a 
ranger from the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service followed the howls and waded across Wanggoolba 
Creek and was stunned by what he found. 
 
“A juvenile wongari was stuck inside a crab pot in the mangroves with a large mud crab, and both were 
distressed,” Dr Behrendorff said.  

 
Against the rising tide, the ranger opened the crab pot and released the 
wongari. The dingo hurried off to rejoin his pack and was extremely lucky to 
have been rescued instead of drowning when the tide came in. It is unknown 
whether the crab pot belonged to a recreational or commercial fisher. In the 
past, rangers on K’gari have dealt with turtles and dingoes that have drowned 
in crab pots, and fishers on the island and across Queensland are reminded to 
follow the rules. 
 
“Fishers should ensure that their crab pots are always submerged. Crab pots 
left unattended or exposed pose a danger to marine life and wildlife on K’gari. 
“No one is trying to do the wrong thing. However, we want to educate people 
that animals tangled in crab pots usually drown.” 
 
All fishing gear left unattended for long periods or discarded in the ocean or 
beach poses a threat to marine and land animals. 
 

These four tips could help fishers prevent the deaths of marine and land animals: 

• Only use traps that weigh 3kg or more so it drops to the sea floor. 

• Use a weighted or non-buoyant line so it drops under the surface 

• Add a vertical line to traps with wide openings 

• Check your traps regularly, and don’t forget about them. 

Article contributed by Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and Partnerships 

 

Editor: recreational fishers are also reminded that all traps must have a tag attached with the surname and 
address (number, street, town, state and postcode) of the person using the trap – this information must be 
visible, legible and in English. 

Cooloola Bioblitz 2022 

What is a Bioblitz? One answer is “an intense period of biological surveying in an attempt to record all the 
living species within a designated area within a set time frame.” I-Naturalist, the app used to record many 
discoveries of Cooloola Bioblitz, offers this definition:  

A bioblitz is a communal citizen-science effort to record as many species within a designated location and 
period as possible. Bioblitzes are great ways to engage the public to connect to their environment while 
generating valuable data for science and conservation. They are also an excuse for naturalists, scientists, and 
curious members of the public to meet in person in the great outdoors and are a lot of fun! 

Ranger Russ Simkins rescues a 
young wongari from a crab pot 
(Photo: QPWS&P) 
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Groups of scientists, naturalists, artists and volunteers conduct an intensive field study over a continuous 
time period. For the first time, the 2022 Cooloola Bioblitz was held in November. This allowed regular 
participants to see species at different life cycle stages or growth. Evidence 
shows success in documenting the species found in the Cooloola region and 
allowing the very productive networking between experts and keen 
amateurs that leads to a deeper understanding of interconnections within 
ecosystems.  

The host group, Cooloola Coast Care Association Incorporated (CCAI), 
reported that the feedback they received from the team leaders and 
participants was highly positive and enthusiastic. CCAI President, Linda Tabe, 
said, “Clearly, professional scientists and citizen scientists alike relished their 
time discovering the biodiversity of the beautiful Cooloola environment.”  
Linda paid tribute to event organisers Lindy and Randy Orwin and the many 
CCAI volunteers who helped ensure the smooth running of the event. 

The Rainbow Beach/Cooloola bioblitz was born in 2018. As explained above, a bioblitz is an intensive citizen 
science project where each team has a scientist leader and a group of volunteers. Participants can choose 
between birds, small mammals, arachnids, and different types of vegetation (such as grasses or sedges). For 
example, at the first bioblitz in 2018, the arachnid group discovered 39 previously undescribed arachnids!  

In 2022, Bioblitz teams revisited several iconic places around Cooloola, 
including Seary’s Creek, the Bymien track and Lake Poona, Carlo Sand Blow, 
the Big Blackbutt and the patterned fens. This year, Lindy Orwin organised for 
Bioblitz teams to have 4WD access into the heart of the national park to 
survey areas unexplored by previous Bioblitzes. Team leaders Greg Tasney 
and Scott Gavens shared their awe-inspiring skills in plant identification in the 
field and contributed enormously to the documentation of the weekend’s 
results in iNaturalist. An exciting find was a flowering specimen of the yellow 
hyacinth orchid (Dipodium hamiltonianum). 

In 2021 and 2022, nature journalist Dion Dior led groups sketching in the field. 
She emphasised the value of sketching quickly outdoors, indicating the setting 
and vegetation. Journals by Dion were on display and revealed how sketches 

complement photographs. In a sketchbook, one can annotate weather, season, time of day, and other details. 
On Day 2, the Nature Journal group had an exciting time investigating pandanus trees with team Leader Joel 
Fostin.   

Randy Orwin has provided these remarkable results from observations recorded on i-Naturalist: 

• Observations - 2,826 
• Species - 797 
• Observers, people who created the record - 61 
• Identifiers, people helping us to identify the observations - 195 
• Research Grade Observations - 1,544 or 58.35% 
• Plants - 373 species or 46.98% 
• Insects - 225 species or 28.34% 
• Spiders - 76 species or 9.57% 
• Fungi - 42 species or 5.29% 
• Birds - 27 species or 3.4% 
Smaller numbers fall into ray-fin fishes, molluscs, amphibians, reptiles and 
miscellaneous species. 
 
Listed species - 53 observations of 17 species 

• 1 critically endangered 

• 5 endangered 

• 6 Vulnerable 

• 5 Near Threatened 

Fungi expert Sandra Tuszynska 
examines a specimen in the 
rainforest (Photo: Zela Bissett) 

The big blackbutt Eucalyptus pilularis 
(Photo: Zela Bissett) 

Bracket fungi on tree trunk on the 
Lake Poona Track (Photo: Zela Bissett) 
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The 2022 Bioblitz set a new record for the number of people who made observations and people who joined 
the Cooloola Bioblitz 2022 Collection Project. Randy reported that 98 participants, including 17 team leaders, 
were at the event.  

Looking to the future, when demand for natural resources will put pressure on every ecosystem on the 
planet, the Bioblitz format seems a promising way to engage residents to become citizen scientists and 
defend their local region’s biodiversity treasures.  

Article contributed by Zela Bissett, FIDO 

Coral Creeper Not Wanted on K’gari 

It’s not difficult to understand why the coral creeper (Barleria repens), a 
native of Africa, became a popular garden plant in this country. It is an 
evergreen shrub, when contained, with attractive tubular flowers with 
five spreading red, salmon-coloured or pinkish lobes. However, when it 
escapes into bushland, coral creeper forms dense thickets in the 
understorey of bushland and smothers native plants. 

I was not surprised, though very disappointed when I discovered that a 
former caretaker at the Beach House complex had planted some coral 
creeper seedlings in their gardens. He said he had seen the flowering 
plants in the bush and thought they would look good in the complex. He 
removed them after I pointed out their weed potential. 

Coral creeper (a.k.a. small bush violet, creeping Barleria, red Barleria or coral bells) has infested bushland in 
and around Eurong. 

After the late John Sinclair pointed out coral creeper to me in 2016, I 
accepted his offer to work on the Unallocated State Land under FIDO’s 
umbrella. So began my campaign to keep on top of coral creeper in a 
couple of areas, particularly between the resort valley and the residential 
valley in Eurong. 

John had sprayed a large infestation in one of those areas, and I 
concentrated on spraying the emerging seedlings. As an exercise, I 
counted the number of seedlings I dealt with from May 2018 until 
February 2019. Then, I included the numbers in my report to FINIA. Over 
six occasions during that time, I sprayed a total of 3656 seedlings. 

Unfortunately, my life changed in 2019, and I had to leave the island for almost three years. 

Like many other weed species, I returned last year to find that coral 
creeper had thrived in my absence. Though not free of coral creeper, the 
area I had concentrated on from 2016 to 2019 had very few seedlings. So 
that, at least, was a bright spot. However, the coral creeper is now in new 
areas around Eurong’s residential valley. I also found large infestations in 
other areas between the two valleys. 

In November last year, I began a treatment program to contain coral 
creeper in three target areas. I returned to these areas in December and 
again this month to monitor progress and deal with plants I missed and 
with emerging seedlings. Time will tell how effective my efforts have 
been. 

There will have to be follow-up inspections and treatments. This and other environmental weed species 
affect many other areas in and around Eurong. 

Thank you to Su Dawson and FIDO volunteers for your support, assistance and encouragement. There is still 
a long way to go, but the battle lines have been drawn.  

Article contributed by David Anderson, Fraser Island Association 

Don’t be fooled by coral creeper’s 
attractive flowers (Photo: David Anderson) 

Before: Coral creeper infests a sandy gully 
(Photo David Anderson) 

After: Very few native plants stand a 
chance with coral creeper’s smothering 
effect (Photo David Anderson) 
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Weed Spotters: Watch Out for Alligator Weed 
Native to South America, alligator weed Alternanthera philoxeroides is a perennial plant that grows on land 
in damp soil or water as dense floating mats. Alligator weed affects water flow, water quality, native plants 
and native animals and has significant economic and social impacts. 

Alligator weed poses an extreme threat to waterways, wetlands and irrigated 
croplands from Cape York to Queensland's southern border. The weed has 
been reported both in Bundaberg and Sunshine Coast. 

The plant is a vigorous weed that grows in water and on land. It has hollow 
stems, and the leaves are dark green with a distinct midrib, 2–12cm long, 0.5–
4cm wide, arranged in opposite pairs along the stem. There is no leaf stalk. 
Flowers are white, paper-like, and ball-shaped on short stalks 2–7cm. 

The plant’s ideal habitat is in fresh water with a high nutrient level, although 
it can tolerate brackish water. It can establish in semi-aquatic areas, wetlands, 
stream and creek banks, and on land. 

The plant forms new shoots in spring from nodes on existing stems. Although it 
does not produce viable seeds, regrowth occurs quickly from stems or 
underground rhizomes. Flowers appear around mid-summer. The plant can be 
spread by stems breaking and floating away to form new mats (especially after 
floods) or by cuttings in soil or equipment. 

Alligator weed poses an extreme threat to waterways and wetlands. It restricts 
water flow in creeks, reduces water quality, water bird and fish activity, kills fish 
and submerged native plants and replaces native wetland plants.   

Successful mechanical removal of alligator weed is complicated since the plant 
can re-establish itself from very small pieces of stem. In addition, alligator weed 
grows in different situations, each requiring particular herbicide controls. For 
more information, please read the alligator weed fact sheet. 

Three biological control agents from South America have been introduced into NSW. Two of these insects, 
the flea beetle (Agasicles hygrophila) and stem-boring moth (Arcola malloi), are established and contribute 
to the control of alligator weed growing in water but not on land. 

Please keep your eyes open – we don’t want alligator weed on K’gari! 

Article adapted from Weed Spotters Network Queensland, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

Dates for the Diary 
 
What:  FINIA Field Trip and Meeting 
Where: K’gari  
When: Thursday 4 – Friday 5 May 2023 
For: Please join FINIA partners for our annual field trip and meeting on K’gari. Visit a range of sites 

and projects being delivered by FINIA partners. Listen to our presenters as they share their 
knowledge of K’gari.  

Cost: TBA but will include catering and accommodation at Dilli Village. 
More info: Please send questions to Charmaine Foley, Field Trip Convenor.  
 
What:  Bush Regeneration and Monitoring  
Where: Eurong, K’gari  
When:  19 to 25 February, 7 to 13 May, 30 July to 6 August and 22 to 28 October 2023 (Sunday to 

Saturday).   
For: FIDO has been conducting weeklong weeding–bush regeneration programs in Eurong since 

2005. These have progressively transformed Eurong and dramatically reduced the weed 
threats there. Based at Tallinga, the former Sinclair family home in Eurong Village, work will 

Alligator weed’s flower and leaves 
(Photo: DAF) 

Alligator weed infestation (Photo: 
DAF) 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/59569/alligator-weed.pdf
mailto:chsfoley@gmail.com
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focus on weeding, bush regeneration, building the Eurong nursery's capacity, and continuing 
FIDO's ongoing environmental monitoring programs. The program is supported by Eurong 
Resort, providing dinner for the volunteers each night. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   
 
What: Weed Management   
Where: Happy Valley, K’gari  
When:  ALL DATES ARE FULLY BOOKED FOR 2023  
For: Peter Shooter leads these trips to help tackle the heavy weed infestation around Happy Valley. 

A group of up to eight will share "Kurrawa", a comfortable holiday house in the Centre of Happy 
Valley. The group will work to contain a particularly aggressive weed with poisonous seeds, 
Abrus prectorius Var. Africanus. This weed heavily impacts the vegetation but isn't found 
anywhere else on Fraser Island. As the Abrus comes under control, the team will increasingly 
eliminate large woody weeds, Easter Cassia and Lantana. Again, fitness is needed to carry 
heavy chemical backpack sprays across steep terrain. 

Cost:  $300 ($200 for concessions) to subsidise costs.   
More info: Please send any questions to weeding@fido.org.au.   
 
What:              IGEM Bushfire Recovery Project  
Where:            East Coast, K’gari  
When:             ALL PLACES FILLED FOR 2023  
For:                  FIDO’s bushfire recovery project 2022-25 is being conducted on the east coast of K’gari. 

Volunteers are restoring the low coastal vegetation complex on the foreshore and undertaking 
Pandanus recovery works by monitoring, establishing a seed collection and restoration 
protocol and on-ground works, including restoration training. FIDO is also interested in hearing 
from other groups interested in partnering on the project.   

More info:      For more information or to register your group’s interest in this activity, please get in touch 
with Mark Dwyer at mdwy.dbq@gmail.com   

Funding Opportunities 
What: Gambling Community Benefit Fund 
For: Provide one-off grants for not-for-profit organisations to help provide community services or 

activities that benefit the Queensland community. The next funding round is a $100,000 
super round for all priorities. 

When: Round 116 is open now and closes at midnight on 28 February 2023. 
Email: cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au   
Phone: (07) 3247 4284  
Website:  https://www.justice.qld.gov.au/initiatives/community-grants   
 
What: Fraser Coast Regional Council Community Grants 
For: Not-for-profit community-based organisations can apply for $500 and up to $15,000 to assist 

with projects that contribute to the Fraser Coast as a diverse, strong and well-governed region 
of vibrant places, with an innovative and diverse economy and connected as a whole by our 
community spirit and respect for our natural environment. Assistance may be provided as cash 
or through in-kind Council services. 

When: Round 3 applications are open now until 1 March 2023. 
Phone:  1300 79 49 29 
Email: grants@frasercoast.qld.gov.au  
Website: https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/grants-and-awards  
 
What: Norman Wettenhall Foundation—Small Environmental Grant Scheme 
For:  Projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living 

environment. Objectives of the Small Environmental Grants Scheme (up to $10K) are flora 
and fauna conservation and threatened mammal conservation with one or more of the 

mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
mailto:weeding@fido.org.au
mailto:mdwy.dbq@gmail.com
mailto:cbf@treasury.qld.gov.au
https://www.justice.qld.gov.au/initiatives/community-grants
https://www.frasercoast.qld.gov.au/grants-and-awards
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following: monitoring/recording data, community education, community capacity building 
(training), and research/science.   

When: Next round opens on 1 April 2023 (funding released May 2023) 
Phone:  (03) 5472 1316 - Elizabeth (Beth) Mellick, Executive Officer  
Email:  beth@nwf.org.au  
Website:  http://www.nwf.org.au/  
 
What: Australian Geographic Society Sponsorship  
For: Founded by Dick Smith, up to $5,000 is available for Australian Geographic Society Project 

Grants. Project Sponsorship funding targets all four Project Categories: Science, Community, 
Adventure and Environment.  

When: Applications close in November 2023. 
Phone: (02) 9263 9825 
Email:  society@ausgeo.com.au 
Website: https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/society/sponsorship/2019/12/apply-for-

sponsorship/ 

 
Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
 

FINIA – the Natural Integrity Alliance for K'gari is a non-incorporated, not-for-profit umbrella organisation for 
its partners. As a non-incorporated organisation with no dedicated funding to support our meetings, 
administration, barge transfers, or accommodation. We also rely on our partners to support our activities for 
the K'gari (Fraser Island) World Heritage site.  
 
We acknowledge Fraser Coast Regional Council, Sealink – Kingfisher Bay Resort & K’gari Explorer Tours, the 
University of the Sunshine Coast and our outstanding contributors, volunteers and donors for their generous 
support. Without this generosity, FINIA's activities would not be possible.  

 

mailto:beth@nwf.org.au
http://www.nwf.org.au/

